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A Recommendation. 

*^ it is the Duty, of every Man to con- 
tribute what be can to tbeJEaf^and 
Comfort of bis Fellm-Cneatures^Jjdo 
hereby declare, that having been affliSled 

* with a Difeafe called Low-Spirits, and 
ufed all other Means to no Purpofe, I have 

m & fyfgth, by the Blejfing of God, obtain- 
ed perfedi Health by reading the follow- 
ing gratis ; and I have ordered this t* 
he publifhed for the Benefit of all my dear 
Countrymen ; not doubting but that fuch 
of tber/l at labour under the fame Dijor- 
#?r (provided they have a competent Share 
ofUnderfianding and Hcnejly ) by frequent 
aedvepeated Perufal of thefe Trails nfaj 

* reap the fame Benefit. No&uqja verfatc 
manu, verfate diurnl Pro&atum eft. 

* Rich. Barrpn. 

* # * Ai fome Perfbns have expreffed a Defireof knowing by what 
Authority I afcribe the following Pieces to Mr. Gordom, it may be 
fufficiant to return only this Anfwer here J via. .Tb/t /uch Enquir- 
ers are referred to Mr. Collins** Catalogue, in winch that Gentleman 
(the intimate Friend of, and FelJow-Labomer with, Mr. Gordon, in 
the Caufe of Liberty) has faid enough to fadtry tin Public in this 
rWular. See alfo the MONTHLY REVIEW, for OttoUr, 
iff) s and my Preface to the Second Volume of the CfosW ftr m 



t v.y •. .• 
' C O N T'E N ; ^S 



O F .. THIS 



• %v / "*t ' A-Dejicafion to a Great Man concer^kg l££ 
* dications ** . Page 5 

* " J- * ' 'Ii; J^ffertitiSn upon Old Women * 1 

• . Ill- A modeft Apology for Parfon Aiberoni - 8g 

• f . y <. IV^An Apqjogy for the Danger of tbtVburcb. xa 
-. • " « *• ■ . * w 

• ..... , ■ ■ ^' 

' 4K ' • • V * Safdifial Alberotfs Letter to a Right foaft/lfa 
Tf\Father in God '\ «i<# 



VI. TbeJCHqr after of an Independent Whig' 207 

p J Goffttleratiofis upon the approaching Peace y ani x 

! ' * $y thl'Importance of ''Gibraltar .25$ 



DEDICATION 

TO A 

Great Man, 

Concerning 

DEDICATIONS. 

Difcovering, 

Amongft other wonderful Secrets, what 
will be the prefent Pofture of Affairs a 
thoufand Years hence. 

Firft Printed in the Year 17 18* 



THE 

PREFACE. 

Paffage or two in this little Effay having 
been liable to Exception, without my fore- 
Seeing it, I am verf ready to explain them. By the 
Jewifh Pretender, is meant Abfalom ; and what 
is /aid about the Bible, is fo far from any Satyr on 
that Sacred Book, that it is manifeflly, and only 
One upon them who make little or no life of it. 

As to the Charaders and Infcriptions at the 
End, I flill think them fo Jujl, that I am not like 
U repent of iheffi $ which may ferve to Jhew me as 
much a Friend to well-grounded Panegyric, as I 
ever Jhall be a Foe to all Falfe Colouring. There is 
no fuch Thing as Praife and Blame, where they are 
not applied ; and, as I take upon me to expofe the 
One, 1 think I need ask no Pardon for attempting 
to pra&ife the Other. 




A 

DEDICATION 

T O A 

Great Man, 

CONCERNING 

Dedications, &c. 

My Lord, 

OUR Lordfhij) and I are not at 
all acquainted, I therefore take 
Leave to be very familiar with 
you, and to defire you to be my 
Patron, becaufe you do not know 
me nor I you : Nor can this Manner of Addreft 
feem ftrange to your Lordfhip, whilft it is war* 
ranted by fuch numerous Precedents. I have 
known an Author praife an Earl for twenty 
Pages together, though he knew nothing of him, 
A 4 but 
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but that he had Money to fpare. He made him 
Wife, Juft, and Religious for no Reafon in the 
World, but in Hopes to find him Charitable ; and 
gave him a moft bountiful Heart, becaufe he him- 
felf had a moft empty Stomach. This Practice 
being general, it is a very eafy Matter to guefs, 
by the Size of the Panegyrick, how wealthy the 
Patron may be, or how hungry the Author ; if 
it exceeds three Pages, you may pawn all the 
Blood in your Body upon* it, the Writer has fail- 
ed three Days ; and that his Lordfeip, among all 
his other good Parts, has at lealt ten thoufand 
Pounds a Year. 

From all this we may learn, that a great - 
Man's Fortune is as eafily known from a Dedi- 
cation to him, as from the Rent- Roll of his 
Eftate ; and that his Bounty to the Author is 
only Wages for publiihing his Wealth to the 
World. 

It is likewife evident, that no Lord of a low 
Fortune muft expe& an humble Admirer amongft 
us Wits and Writers, unlefs he bargain with us 
at a fet Price, and give us fo much a piece for 
every good Quality he has Occafion for* 



We 
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Wc muft not therefore judge of the High and 
Mighty as they are defcribed in the Frontifpieces 
of Books and Poems. Your Dedicators are a Sort 
of Intellectual Taylors, that cut out Cloaths for a 
Great Man's Mind without ever taking Meafure 

: of it. They have indeed two Rules from which 
they never depart : Firft, The Drefs muft be 
Gaudy \ and, Secondly, It muft «*tvr/f/. Their, 
Bufinefs is to make it of a vaft Dimenfion, and 

1 to cover it all ovSr with Ttnfel. If the Suit be. 
Bulky and Shining, the Poet has the Reputation 
of a fkilful Trade/man ; for the Stuff and the £*- 
aflnefs are never confulted. 

I would upon this Occafion congratulate the 
Quality upon the Advantage which it is to 
them, to have their Chara&ers drawn by fuch 
as either do not, or dare not, know them ; and: 
confequently will be fuee not to put their Gra- 
ces, and Lordfhips, and Ladyfhips, out of 

Countenance : A convenient Piece of good 

Breeding! for which, I hope, the/ are thank- 
ful. 

For myfelf, when I fee a long Drift of Ex- 
cellencies and Talents cramm'd down a Noble- 
man's Throat, vtrho bat no Relifh of them, or 
\ A 5 Right 
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Right to them, I am not at all furpriz'd, becaufe 
I am fure it is not meant as an Encomium upon 
bis Honour^ but merely as a Declaration of the 
Author's Wants* and a heavy Complaint of Nar 
kednefe and Hunger. 

Some may reckon a Dependence on a great 
Man the beft Reafon and Foundation for Dedi- 
cating to him ; but I am not of their Opinion: 
For my Part, I hate no Manner of Dependance 
on any Star and Garter in Gnat Britain, as any 
one may obferve from' the Chearfeilneft of my 
Looks, and the Integrity of my Life. I own, 
that fettfng up for a Writer* I judged it conve- 
nient to me and my Book, to call in your Lord- 
fhip for an Affiftant, but no farther than juft to 
fet off and honour my Title-Page. I at firft in- 
deed intended to let the whole Credit of the Thing 
remain with you, by entitling my Pamphlet, 
An EJfay of a Man rf J&ality : But my Book- 
feller, who is a fmoaky Fellow, and underflanda 
the Pulfe of the People perfe&ly well, fell into a 
great Rage, and alked me for the five Shillings 
again, which he had advanced to me, by Way of 
Encouragement, a Week before. He told me 
he had neither Pleafure nor Profit in felling wajle 
Paper to the Grocers at Two-pence a Pound. 
Why, fays he, the &mpus Dtjfy might as ra- 
tionally 
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tionally have writ Aqua Forth upon his Elixir; 
The Efay of a Man of Quality ! If you were to 
chain the Book to my Counter, it would not 
make it a more everlafting Shopkeeper than this 
very Title : It is as bad as a Spell ; and the moft 
adventurous Reader will not prefume to open 
the Book that is fortified with it.— No, 
No ; if you muft have the Front of your Book 
embellifh'd with fomething of Title, you may 
call it, A Letter to a Great Man ; Since you do 
not name him, People will naturally imagine 
there is fomething in it exceeding faucy and (a« 
tyrical ; and that very Thought will make your 
Pamphlet popular.-— I have followed his Ad* 
vice, and am t'other five Shillings the richer 
for it. 

But, as I was telling your Lordfhip, Reliance 
on a great Man is not a good Reafon for Dedi- 
cating to him ; for either he will receive the Pre* 
fentof your Praife asajuft Tribute for fuch your 
Dependance ; (and then where is your Pay, and 
the due Hire of your Sweat and Invention i) or 
. elfe he will reward you with a Sort of Coin* 
caird PrcmifeSt ftamped with his Honour, but 
never current amongft Shop-keepers and Vic- 
tuallers. Alas ! Who will give you an Ell of 
death, or a Cut of Beef upon it i It is a la- 
A 6 mentable 
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mentable Thing, the World fhould be arrived 
to fuch a Pitch of ill Breeding, that now-a-days 
a great Man's Word and Honour are as little 
minded by the reft of the World as by him- 
felf. 

And fo I will proceed to affert, That the only 
proper Patron for an Author to inferibe his Works 
to, is one to whom he is an utter Stranger, who, 
having had no Manner of Commerce with the 
aforefaid Author, can underftand his Dedication 
to be nothing elfc but an elegant Demand for* fuch 
a Sum of Ready Money. Dedications are there- 
fore Bills of Exchange, drawn by the Witty up- 
on the Great, and payable at Sight. But, left 
the worthy Offering ftould not be underftood, 
er recompens'd as it ought to be, through the de- 
plorable Ignorance of the Quality, whofe high 
Characters place them far above the Reach of 
Knowledge and the Impulfes of Humanity, I 
ha/e, for the Benefit of my worthy Companions 
in the Labours of the Stand ifh, drawn up the fol- 
lowing Form, with which I would have all Dedi- 
cations to conclude. 
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The Right Honourable Dives Earl of Widefield, 

Debtor to Paul Poorwit, for the following Goods 
fold and delivered. I. s. d. 

Jmprim. For a large Stock of Learn- | 02 IO oo 

ing, very much wanted, * 
Item, For a Barrel of rare Eloquence, 1 

admir'd by all the World, but ne- C°5 00 00 

ver yet us'd, 
//. For as much Juftice and Honour J ^ 

as a Great Man has Occafion for, ) * 
It. For a Hogfhead of Courage thtt 1 

never faw the Sun, Jio oo oo 

h. For half a Pound of Wit and Hu- ^ 

mour, being all I had to fpare, / 

but very good in their Kind, and f 01 00 00 

Dog-cheap, J 
It. For a long Line of Lineage, and"! 

great Quantities of ancient Blood, / 

neither of them meafur'd, but on- f °5 00 00 

ly guefs'd at, J 
//. For Praifmg your Anceflors, un- 7 

known, J 01 10 00 

//. For admiring your Lady's Peau- | 

ty, unfight, unfeen, J 09 l ° °° 

//. For a Graceful Perfonall of my 7 

own making, J 02 10 00 

It. For feveral Thimble-fulls of Ge- 

nerofity, a fcarce Commodity ! - too 02 05 

Sum Total— 28 ~oJ~6£ 
My 
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My Lord, 

€ T Have fent you the above- mention M Goods, 
€ 1 being the bed my Garret affords, and at the 

* loweft Price. I hope they will pleafe you. You 
c will find in the Cargo feveral Things which I 

* have not Iterrid, viz. A large Parcel of Virtue, 

* and another of Good-nature ; becaufe I knew 

* you wanted them as much as any of the reft.— 
« Tbefe two Articles will raife the Whole to, at 

* leaft, Even Thirty Pounds ; and I have drawn 
4 a Bill upon your Lordfhip accordingly, which 

* I beg your Lordlhip to pay at Sight ; for, Iaf- 
4 fure you, I have had preffing Occafion for the 
4 Money long before it was due* I might have 
' found Chap-Men for thefe Goods among very 
4 many of the Nobility and Gentry, as unpro- 
4 vided with them as yourfelf ; but, out of pure 
< Refpeft to your Lordlhip, I refolv'd you (hould* 

4 have the Refufal.' In firm Expedtation of 

your approaching Bounty, 

I am 9 

My Lord, 

r$ur LwdJhipU moft OWifd, 
Moft Devoted* 
Moft Obedient, 
M*ft> &€• 

In 
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In this plain Manner would I have Authors 
treat their Patrons. The faid Thirty Pounds 
may probably be all the Poet's Stock; and , 
Wits, dealing the leaft upon Credit, either in 
Selling or Buying, of any Trading People in the 
World, have the more Occafion for Ready Mo- 
ney. 

Your Lordfhip may by this perceive, how I 
expeft to be treated and rewarded for the follow- 
ing Panegyrick onyourfelf. 

In attempting your Chara&er (to ufe the fa- 
fhionable Phrafe) I fliall begin with the Antiquity 
of your Houfe, equally Old and IHuftrious. Your 
Anceftors won Honours, and you, my Lord, 
wear them ; how well they become you, I need 
not (ay, the fame being as evident to the whole 
World as to me. You would no Doubt acquire 
new Ones, were there any Room left for them ; 
but what Occafion have you to toil and ftruggle 
for that which is already provided for you by 
others ? And it is a plain Inftance of your con- 
fummate Prudence, that your Eafe is by no 
Means interrupted by any the leaft Purfuit of this 
Kind. If any dare infolently call in Queftion 
your Glory, fliew thejn your Coat of Arms, and 

the 
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the Number of your Manors ; flrike them Dumb 
by telling them of the Nobility of your Blood, 
and Blind) by (hewing them the Splendor of your 
Race. 

Nobility is held by Patent, and. where is the 
Neceffity of another Tenor by Virtue ? A Piece 
of Parchment is a much more portable Inftru- 
ment. Your Lordlhip feems appriz'd of the Dif- 
ficulty of excelling in any Thing, and therefore 
rifely forbears drudging for Fame. Your An- 
ceftors excell'd for you : They, by having many 
Accomplishments, have fav'd you the Trouble of 
having any. . The Luftrc of their Names fhines 
ftill upon you, tho' exceedingly weaken'd by the 
Length of the Journey, having fpent many of its 
Rays in its Poflage through three or four Gene- 
rations, who wanted its Influence as much as- 
yourfelf. Thus, if we trace the Merit of a great 
Family, it is like the Courfe of a River invert- 
ed, largeft towards the Fountain. 

Should any one make an ill bred Comparifon 
(which God forbid) betwixt your Lordfliip and 
the Founders of your Houfe, you could fhew 
him, or I for you, that you pofTefs feveral Arts 
and Acquirements, which the old falhion'd Fel- 
lows, with all their Abilities and long Beards, 

were 
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were utter Strangers to. If one of your Fore-' 
fathers was a great Orator, and could do Won- 
ders with his Mouth, your Lordfhip is as dex- 
trous in the Exercife of the Organ next to it, 
and can take Snuff with great Volubility of 
Noftril. What tho' another of your Grand-fires 
was an able Politician, a Perfon of great Cun- 
ning and Brains ? The Outfide of his Head was 
not half fo well inftru&ed as your own : You 
have more Curls in the Coverings of yours, than 
he had Wiles in the Lining of his : His was 
Equipped by painful Study, yours is Edify'd by 
your painful Barber : A Third was a brav*e Sol* 
dier, but, were he put to handle your Cane or 
your Snuff Box, he would be at as great a Lofs, 
as you, my Lord, would be to handle his Trun- 
cheon. A Fourth fat up at Nights, and liv'd by 
his Clients 5 but your Lordibip, more happy 
and lefs learned, lies a Bed all Day, and lives 
by your Tenants. All thefe labour'd for your 
Grandeur and Support, forefeeing, as one would 
imagine, that you would have need of their 
Aid. And it cannot be denied, that it is pof- 
fible one may be fo great a Man as to be good 
for little. Wifdom and Worth, we fee, cannot 
be entailed like Titles and Acres. It were, in- 
deed, ,to be wifh'd, that a wife Head and an 
honeft Heart could beget their Likenefs, and 

that 
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that famous Men could tranfmit their Parts with 
their Titles to their Pofterity ; but, fince that 
cannot be, their Defcendants muft comfort them- 
felves, with being a- kin to Merit, tho v ever fo 
remotely. 

Nothing is more frequent and natural than 
to value ourfelves upon that which is none of 
ours. Of this I have, in my Time, feen feve- 
ral merry Inftances. I. knew a' Thrafher in 
Wiltjhiriy who was fo elevated upon his Bro- 
ther's being made a Parfon, and promoted to a 
Curacy of twenty Pounds a Year, that he threw 
away his Flail, as a Difcredit to one who was 
nearly related to fo great a Man, and betook 
himfelf to Poaching in the River, as a more 
Gentleman-like Way of Life. It was obferved 
of him, that ever afterwards he rowl'd his Stock- 
ings, whereas be had before always humbly but- 
ton'd his Breeches over them, It is feid he 
threatens to leave the Village where he was born, 
becaufe the ill bred Inhabitants flill continued to 
ftile him no higher than bare Gaffer Thumps as 
they ufed to do, notwithftanding that his Brother 
is a Curate : But it is thought this high-fpirited 
Perfon will be difappointed, for that no Parifh will 
receive him without a Certificate. I would, out 
of the Benignity of my Nature, comfort all great 

Men, 
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Men, who hare noble Blood, but vulgar Under* 
'ftanding?, with the Repartee of a Weft-Country 
Blacksmith, who, in a Difpute with a Barber 
called him an ignorant Fellow, anfwered, with 
equal Scorn, That, though he could neither read 
nor write y his Father had been Game- keeper to th$ 
Lord of a Manor. The Barber, who was hot 
the Son of a Barber, finding himfelf out-match'd 
in Family, very refpecVully gave up the Difputt 
to his Betters. 

It is fcarce to be conceived bow diffufive and 
multiplying a little good Blood is : The Increafe 
of the Blefled Virgin's Milk, by the Magick and 
Management of Popijb Monks, is not more mi* 
raculous. How many Thou&nds find themfelvet 
enrich 'd by it, or rather impoverifii'd ! for no- 
thing is more apt to turn the Brain * and it is of* 
ted got into the Head, when there: » not half a 
Drop of it in the Arteries. 

We may obferve, by the Way, that we are 
ever neareft related to the greateft Man of our 
Blood, though removed feven Generations from 
him. If our Great-Grandfather, for Inftance, 
was a wife Man, and our Grandfather and Father 
a Brace of Fools, we fkip the two laft, and be- 
come, after a wonderful Manner, the immediate 

Defendants - 
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Defendants of the firft. Thus a Man becomes 
the very next in Blood to, perhaps, the firft of 
his Name, who lived 300 Years ago, and fcorns 
to be in the leaft a-kin to the Perfon that begot 
him : You {hall not meet with a Jew who is the 
Son of his Father : — —No, he's the Son. of 
Abraham^ who has been dead fo many thoufand 
Years, and yet is ftill forc'd to father a fwar- 
thy Race of Brokers and Beggars. In the feme 
Manner has King Cadwalladar begot every 
Mother's Son that has been born in Walts for 
five hundred Generations. 1 know a Lady, 
who is far gone in Genealogy and Priije, whofe 
Father had, with a great Title and Eftate, a 
great Faculty likewife of Drivelling ; him (he 
never mentions, as being, I fuppofe, no ways re- 
lated to him 5 but a great Man of her Name, 
who liv'd in the Reign of William Rufus, is her 

good and right well* beloved Kinfman : He 

was, I take it, either her Uncle, or, at fartheft, 
htr Coufin- German. 

This Picking and Culling of our Anceitors 
as if it lay at our Mercy, after we are brought 
into the World, who fhould bring us thither, 
fliews great Ambition, but fmall Policy. For, 
certainly, we fliould be exceeding careful not 
to mention ourfelves with fuch of our A'nce- 

ftors 
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ftors with whom we cannot .ftand a .Compan- 
ion. A Dwarf may ftrut up the Shoulders 
of a Giant, but Hill his Dwarfohip is the more 
conipicuous from the Company he keeps ; and 
many a Man climbs only to (hew his elevated 

Littlenefs. This is all wrong. They that 

would appear tall, ought to converfe only with 
the (hort, if they would take a natural Method 
of coming at the Scope of their Ambition. I 
therefore approve the Prudence and Policy of 
our worfhipful Country 'Squires and Fox-Hun- 
ters, who, for the Sake of having daily Com- 
panions, at leaft, fomething below themfelves 
in Speech and Underftanding, fpend all their 
Time with dumb Creatures, and live and die 
among Horfes and Dogs. An honeft Gentleman, 
whofe fpeaking Organs would be of no Ufe to 
him in the Senate or in Converfation, (hall be 
very eloquent in an Affembly of Hounds, and, 
with great Force and Fluency of Throat, outdo 
his Brother Orator's in their own Way. The 
Wifdom of thefe Worthies, who are educated 
in the Kennel, goes farther yet ; for every Man 
chufes for his Tutor that Beagle whofe Voice 
he is moft capable of imitating : Infomuch, 
that as foon as I hear one of thefe Academic ks 
begin his Exercife, that is, to open, I can pre- 
sently pronounce whofe Pupil he has been, 

whether 
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whether bred under Do&or Jowler, or Dodqr 
SweetUps. At prefent Do&or Rtngwood is more 
famous than all the reft for the Number of 
Scholars he has train'd up i I know feveral of 
them myfelf, and particularly a hopeful young. 
Gentleman, the eldeft Son of a Baronet, who 
is a great Proficient in this Kind of Throat- 
Learning. It is believed, he is now fit tp 

head the Pack himfelf in the Abfence of his 
faid Matter, the polite Dr. Ringwood. When 
this ingenious young Heir difplays his Wind- 
pipe, his Mother's Heart beats for Joy, and the 
old Knight tells the Company, with a Wink 
and a Nod, Harry is Father's own Son.-~ — Now 
thus far all is well, when Ambition goes Hand 
in Hand with Capacity. But Sir John> not 
content with thefe Excellencies in himfelf and 
his Son, will be ever and anon mentioning the 
Virtues and Talents of his Anceftors, who 
were indeed great Men : However, the Knight 
never concludes without infinuating his own 
Praife, and that of his Heir, by averting, That 
not one of his Forefathers could compafs a 
Bumper, or fill a Hunting-Horn. 

Having thus, my Lord, done Juftice to your 
Pedigree, I lhall proceed next to the Confidera- 
tion of your Fortune. 

The 
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The Founders of Families are generally pro- 
vident enough to fupport the Titles they leave 
behind them with fuitable Eftates ; which is a 
moft commendable Care ; for, alas ! as the 
World runs, what is Blood without Riches ? 
Money and Land are the very Touchftones of 
.Quality. Antiquity may be overlooked, but 
Acres are vifible Honours. Nothing is more il- 
luftriOus than a long Rent-Roil ; without it, 
the moft founding and fplendid Patent has no 
Power over die Hearts or Hats of an Aflembly. 
It is confefs'd, neither Family nor Riches make 
the leaft Alteration in the human Frame. An 
Earldom cannot cure a ftinking Breath, nor 
make the Scull half an Inch thinner ; and a great 
Man may be a Dwarf or a Scoundrel, with half 
a Million of Money, or half a County in his 
Poffeflion. Alexander the Great had a wry 
Neck, (perhaps with carrying the Globe upon 
his Back,) of which the Propriety of the World 
could not cure him. But I am only talking of 
reputed* and not real, Greatnef§, and cannot 
but congratulate your Lordfliip upon the real 
Kindnefs which is done you, in particular, by 
this Diftin&ion. 



You, 
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You, my Lord, have a double Right to Re- 
fpeft, from your Title, and from your Afflu- 
ence. The latter is indeed the lefs worthy ; 
and yet, fuch is the Bigotry of the World to 
Wealth, that, were it not for that, the former 
would hardly be regarded. Nay, to deal inge- 
nuoufly with your Lordfhip, had I not known 
you to be Rich, I ftiould, perhaps, never have 
known you to be Noble ; and then your Lord- 
fhip and I fhould never have been Patron and 
Client, nor Mankind been inftrucled in your 
Character. I would not therefore, for lefs than 
thirty Pounds, that your Lordfliip fcould have 
wanted this Opportunity of obliging Pofterity 
and myfelf. Go on, my Lord, in the Paths of 
Honour, that is, in the Art of getting ; and 
continue to be defcrving, that is, to be Rich. 

From your Lord(hip's Wealth it is natural 
enough to make a Tranfition to your Lord, 
(hip's Wit ; fince, according to the laudable 
Civility of the World, the Man who has Suffi- 
ciency of Bags is fure to be endow'd with 
Sufficiency of Brain. It is very obfervable, 
that tho' Wit has feldom or never the Senfe to 
fall into the Road of Gain, and therefore your 
witty Men are the foolilheft Fellows in the 

World 
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World, that is to fay, the pooreft, yet Riches, 
on the contrary, never fail to dub a Fool a 
wife Man ; and a Dunce no fooner ceafes to 
be poor, but he is tranfmuted into a Jhrewd 
cunning Fallow* The Reafon of this muft be, 
that the Wit of a poor Man, lying only in the 
Infide of his Head, is altogether invifible and 
unregarded ; whereas the Wit and Parts of the 
Wealthy being entirely without the Scull, and 
confifting of Affets and Effefts, are honoured, 
becaufe they are obvious. A Man, who has 
Wit in Cheftfulsa and a Genius that confifts of 
feveral Mannors, will never want the Praifes 
which are due to fuch uncommon Talents. I 
could mention many worthy Citizens who have 
vaft Capacities at Sea, and are wonderfully witty 
in Ware-houfes, and moft ingenious in Bank- 
Stock, befides others, whofe Abilities are as 
confpicuous in the Exchequer. 

I cannot but lament, on this Occafion, with 
.a feeling Concern, the invincible Obftacles 
which hinder that unhappy Wit, which is meer- 
ly internal, from rifing into Notice and Repu- 
tation. Alas! {abjit invidia verba) there is no 
Wit at all in being hungry, and where is the 
Jeft of having but one Shirt ? A Wig without 
Buckle is but dull Entertainment, and a Thread- 
s'^ bare 
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bare Goat has no Manner of Force upon, the 
Mufcles. I can fpeak; it from Experience, there 
is no Joke in an empty. Purfe. I had therefore 
no Expedient left to procure me a little Wit, 
but the letting out my Parts to Hire, as I now 
do to your Lordfliip, Thirty Pounds^ my Lord., 
frugally managed, will make me a wife Man 
for three Months together. Your Lordfliip, 
who hath Talents of a vaft Extent for feveral 
Miles round you, and vaft Parts in Cafh and 
Bank-Bills, has not only a fufficient Bulk of 
Penetration and Wifdom, to ferve you for Life, 
but will doubtlefs tranfmit the fame fubftan- 
tial Accomplifhments undiminifiied to your Po- 
fterity. My Lord Clarendon tells us, That 0/z"- 
ver Cromwell's Abilities feemed to rife in Pro- 
portion to his Advancement in Power : And 
your Lordfhip's Wit and Senfe, that are now fo 
bulky, and of fuch mighty Circumference, 
would certainly have been invifible to the Zfaz- 
zard World to this Hour, had not your Fortune 
lifted them and you into Obfervation. 

I do not fay all this to prove to you Lord- 
Ihip, that your Lordfliip has a great deal of 
Wit; it is the laft Thing you want to be con- 
vinced of : But it is my Ambition to get 

myfelf a little Wit and Wifdom with your 

Money ; 
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Money; and it is but reafonable I fhould do 
fomething for it. I owe my Landlady for a 
Quarter's Lodging, and my Laundrefs for a 
Month's Wafbing ; they are the two firft whom 
I intend to fatisfy. that I am a fenfible Man ; 
For I already find, by their four Looks, they 
begin to queftion my Parts. My Shoemake r 
too, and feveral other Tradefmen, want fadly to 
handle fome Proofs and Inftances of my Wit and 
Genius. It would be barbarous in your Lord* 
fhip to let me pafs any longer for a Fool amongft 
thefe Fellows whom one cannot live without. 
For a fmall Matter of that Sort of *good Senfe, 
which is called Money, I fhall find Admiration 
amongthem, and, which is better, Credit, and 
new Shoes. I have often been witty, to the 
beft of my Skill, at the Tavern over a Bottle of 
Wine ; but the Blockhead the Vintner is fo 
dull and covetous, that he can fee no Wit about 
me, but what I tell out between my Finger 
and my Thumb, a Piece of Ingenuity which I 
am Qot always Mafter of. O the Degeneracy 
of the Age! Ben John/on has frequently paid 
his Reckoning in a Couplet, and liv'd comfort- 
ably and merrily a whole Winter's Night upon 
a Punn. Alas ! I do not believe, in this Iron. 
Age, a Canto of a hundred Staves wou'd bling 
a Quart of Sherry ^ or a Pound of Salmon. Many 
B z a Wit 
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a. Wit woi^ld be forc'd. to pawn lii^ Coat (if 
any Perfon would take it) for a Dinner, did 
not the charitable Bpokfeller advance him half 
a Crown on his new Poem,, and by that Means 
pay him half in Hand. 

If a certain eminent Merchant had not ma- 
nifefted his uncommon Underji anting in the un- 
common Number of his Ships, and his harmo- 
nious Difpofition {tuneful would have done bet-, 
ter) in the Chiming of his B?gs, the Blunt fiefs 
of the incomparable Mr. Durfey's Nature weuld 
never have raifed fo many plauditory Plants in 
the lyrge piety of ]the faid Merchant's Commen- 
dations: But that venerable Lyrick knew too 
well the Eafinefs of his Patron' s Humour , not to 
expe£ from it an Order upon his Goldfmith, 
where the harmonious Knight keeps the opulent 
Marks of his uncommon Under/landing. How large 
a Tafte he afforded Mr. Durfey of his Parts 1 
know not ; what I am to expeft from yours, 
my Lord, I know, and fo will your Lordfliip 
too, when you have perufed this uncommon' De- 
dication. 

I have, by this Time, I hope, with fufficient 
Clearnefs, difplayeil to my Readers, that is, to 
the whole World, the Quality and Extent of 

yoiir 
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your iJofdfhip's Wit. If I had but little to 
fay of your Eloquence, it is becaufe you have 
hitherto fliewn but little. But this is owing to 
nothing but Choice and Refervednefs, oh your 
Part : Your Modefty, my Lord, like a Pot- lid, 
(mothers the Overflowings ' of your Spirit, and 
fuppreffes the Ebullition* of your Rhetoric. It 
becomes me to believe you could do Wonders 
rhi$ Way, if you wduld. 1 Why will y6u thus 
negle£t and conceal your Abilities, and obftt- 
nately perfift to be only. a Hearer in the Senate.? 
I do not quelHon, but even this Omiflion anfl 
feeming Indolence is praife worthy and pjblic- 
fpirited. Your Lordfhip, - no doubt,' confiders, % 
that the very Lifteners, in public' Aflemblies 1 , - 
are promoting the Trade of their Country, 
while they confume SnufF, arid wear out Hand- 
kerchiefs. Thus is the Intereft of Mankind 
advanced byldlenefs and Incapacity itfelf. 

Befides, wheri I reflefl: how much Tongue* 
Artillery is daily wafted without doing the lead 
Execution, I muft applaud it as a Piece of Pru- 
dence and Humanity in your Lordfliip, to avoid 
the Shedding of innocent Words. How many " 
excellent Orators have we, who are inftru&iv* 
without being underftood, fevere without being 
filt, and loud without being heard. What Pi- 
B 3 *t 
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ty is this ! Commend me to thofe that fit ftill 
and take Snuff, becaufe they have nothing 
to fay. I have often lamented and figh'd in my 
Clofet, that Men's Tongues fhould have more 
Speed than their Underftandings. When our 
Spirits are heavy and grave, it is but reason- 
able the Tongue {hould be fhod with Lead. But* 
alas ! our Chops, when once they are fet a-go- - 
ing, generally fljew our Intellects a Pa'r of 
Heels, and gallop away with fuch Fleetnefs* 
that even the Memory itfelf is diftanced, as., 
fwift as it is. 

Were the Tongue only to move by the Di- 
rection of good Senfe, how many worthy Eng*. 
UJb Gentlemen and fine Ladies would live and 
die difcreetly dumb i This putting of the Jaws, 
upon hard Labour without Profit, and com- 
mitting a Rape upon People's Ears without the 
Confent of their Hearts, is a notorious Nuifance 
and Breach of the Peace. It is an Offence to 
others, and a Diftemper in ourfelves. This 
N Difeafe I call the Upward Loofenefs ; and it is itt 
feveral Refpe&s as naufeous as that below ; nay* 
it fometimes equally affronts the Senfe of Smel- 
ling, as when the Speaker's Lung* art not over 
orthodox, or lb. 
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It is really a miferable Cafe, that, when a 
chattering Booby finds himfelf loaded with a tur- 
bulent Quantity of Words and Wind, which he 
has a Mind to difcharge, I muft be obliged to' 
ftand the Shot of his Nofe and Naftinefs for per- 
haps an Hour or two togethef. This, I am 
fure, is contrary to the Rules of Equity and 
Cleanlinefs ; but it feems I am bound to it by 
the Laws of Courtefy and good Breeding. 

What I have here faid of Loquacity, concerns 
only private Converfation : But, when this In- 
fult upon our Senfes appears in public Aflemblies, 
it is yet more intolerable. Why muft prating 
Oafs (empty of every Thing but Froth and Cla- 
mour) be for eyer fuffered, without Rebuke, to 
be ffyewing up their ill-fcented Crudities in thfc- 
Faces of Men that are either Wife or Brave ? 
T would humbly propofe, for the Eafe of this* 
Chriftian Country, that, whenever an Orator 
of th'rs Sort begins to gape and ftrain, one of 
the Company ftall go up to him, and, taking 
hold of his Button^ tell him, Sir, / am firry to 
fie you troubled with fi violent a Vomiting : Or, 
perhaps, it may be more proper, without faying, 
a Word, to run with a Chamber-pot, and hold 
it up to his Chin, For this Purpofe, I would 
B 4 decree* 
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decree, that every Place of public Meeting in 
this Ifland be provided with one or more of thefe 
neceffary Vejfeh^ either to receive or reftrain the 
Overflowings of indigefted Oratory. If one of 
thefe emetic Speakers cannot conveniently be come 
at, it is'only crying, To the Chamber-pot ; and, 
if he has Shame in him, he will grow well, and 
fit down* 

There is fomething exceeding infolent in thefe 
long-winded Talkers. What Right has any 
Man living to lay an Embargo npon my Throat,, 
when at the fame Time he keeps his own open ? 
He that ufurps the whole Difcqurfe, lays this 
modeft Injun&ion upon the whole Company * 
namely, To be Jilent, and bear him. 

The Ladies, indeed, who underftand their Pri- - 
vileges much better than we do ours, are not 
enflavedby our Rules ; but tho' there be a Score 
of them together,, exert the Faculty of Speech 
all at once : And really, if we do but remembe r 
that it is their whole Bufinefs and Ambition to 
be only voluble, without troubling themfelves . 
with being intelligible, we cannot blame them.* 
for exercifmg their Tongues, as they do their - 
Fans, in all Weathers, merely for a little Pa.- 
ttde, or becaufe they are ufed to it Ladies* 

there— 
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therefore, when they are fluttering either oj 
thefe inoffenfive Inftruments, ought not to bo 
interrupted with an Offer of the Chamber-pot $ 
for, if it be only the Pravity of the Intention' 
that makes Actions criminal, it is evident the/ 
can be no Offenders, who fpeak without any 
Intention at all. I know the fair Prattlers are- 
fb overftocked with Self-denial, that they will* 
humbly difown this my Juftificatioh of them, as 
what they do not deferve f but I am refolved tty 
perfift, and make them innocent in Spite of 
themfelves. But as fpr thofe qi my own Sejc,- 
who are addifled to purge at the Mouth y I (halfr 
never revoke my Decree againft them, or any 
of ' them, except fueh as honour the Truth, and 
freely confefs that, tho* they talk much, they 1 
mean nothing. And indeed it cannot be denied,, 
that very many Well-meaning . Ferfons are rhe- 
torical for no Reafon in the Earthr but becaufe 
tbey are not retentive; andtfo are forced to- break 
Words purely for ibefa Eafe.. When a Man's* 
Tongue is always* ready bridled" and faddled, he - 
cannot help it, if it will run away with him. 

This Kind of Eloquence, like an ill Breath, • ' 
is curable but one Way,, and that is,, by tying. 
2t certain- Ligature-,, called x Halter, round the; 
* Falient's -Necky and girding it,, 'till you have: 
B J quit*' 
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quite flopped up the Gutter through Which the 
aforefaid Excrements iflue. 



But* as this Remedy might prove fomewhafc 
dangerous to many Thoufands of his Majefty's 
good Subjects* I fhall be cautious in recommend- 
ing this public- fpirited. Project, tho' I am fully 
convinced it would effectually deftroy all hi* 
Enemies within thefe his Dominions. But, as I 
am a Friend to the Tranquillity and Nofes of 
Mankind, I will make bold to prefcrijbe a Sue-* 
cedaneum \ that is to fay, an Equivalent for 
Hanging* 

As a Specific therefore againfl the dreadful 
£ffefis of this foetid and epidemical Diftempeiy 
I. would advife the fick Body, when the Fit is 
coming upon him, which he will perceive by an* 
ungovernable Agitation in his Jaws, and an in* 
ceflant Rattling in his Throat, to withdraw^ 
himfelf immediately from Company, and em- 
ploy thefe indefatigable Organs in running over 
a Chapter or two in the Bible.. People, I know* 
particularly my Patients^ will make a hdrrid 
Outcry againft the Diftajlefulneft of this Reme- 
dy, but that can be no Objeftion againft the 
Ufe of it, fince the littereft Drugs are often 
the moft fuccefsful. Befides, it is well known, 

that- 
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that all Medicines that dijpofe u Sleepy are harjb 
and unpalatable. Of this Nature are the nu- 
merous and powerful Opiates which come 
daily from the Prefs and the Pulpit. A Dofe 
or two of Scripture, if People would but be 
perfuaded to take it (Sed hie labor ', hoc opus 
tft!) would compofe thofe Convulfions of the 
Chops, and that Flux of Speech, which hi- 
therto have been thought incurable. But let 
none defpair ; for tho' their Mouths be dry, 
and their Lips chopped with the perpetual Eva* 
cuation of Eloquence and Spittle ; tho' their 
Heads ach with Nodding, and tbeir Eyes with 
Winking; nay, tho* their Throats fliould be 
riven with Hemming, and their Wind- pipes 
with Straining; nay, even tho* their very 
Arms fhould be jaded with explaining their 
Stories, and their Canes worn out with enfor- 
cing their Orations, yet I, the Doftor, will, . 
by the Bleffing of the Bible on my Endeavours, , 
work a psrfeft Cure. 

This Secret, which I found out by great In- 
duftry and long Study,, I might, like other 
great Phyficians, have kept to myfelfj but 1 
prefer Knowledge and the Good of Mankind to 
living in Ignorance^ and keeping a Coach. 
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For your many excellent Speakers that can* - 
not read, I muft find out fome other Cure. Per*- 
haps it may be no ineffectual Method to afk 
them, whether they will give what they fey 
under their Hands, and to prefent them at the 
lame Time with Pen, Ink, and Paper r You fhall 
find they will immediately grow fhy of attefting 
it in fo folemn a Manner •, and fo recover to avoid 
Difgrace. N. B. This Remedy* effectually cure* 
talkative JJeaus. 

As to the Ladies, who hate every Thing that- 
Is unpleafant or unfaJbionable 9 I know my Scrip- 
ture-Specific will never go down with themr 
without a great deal of Art. Thefe genteelr 
well-bred Patients would think me a ftrange rude* 
Fellow,, fliould. I advife. them to fo vulgar a* 
Thing as the reading of an old Book ; and fo I* 
find I muft- grow cunning, that . I may not be- 
thought clowniflr. Being well acquainted with/ 
the inquifitive Spirit which is in them, I intend 
to recommend the Bible to them as a Book that 
contains many ftrange Adventures*, and many 
Secrets which they never heard of before : There 
tbey will find Gallantry and Intriguesy Songs,, 
Dances, and pretty Fellows ; Mobbings, Rebel - 
lions and the Church $ Hereditary Right, and 
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a-Jewi/b Prettttdir, who was a very handfom^ 
Man, but had his Title and Complexion both 
ruined by the Gallowsj and there they will find 
Courts,- Ravilhings, and Adultery, and every 
Thing that can pleafe and entertain them : Be*> 
fides,* the Book is finely Bound and Gilt; I 
mention the fbongeft Motive laft, becaufe the; . 
may remember femoft* 

T 

, I am fenfible-few of 6ur fine Ladies are fur~ 
niihed with this ufeful Book, the fame being got 
intirely into the Hands of their. Servants, and 
other mean People, who are poor enough to be 
good Chriftians. I muft therefore acquaint the: 
Quality, that the faid Book, called a. Bible, may 
bcmet with at the Bookfellers Mr. Baskett, en~ 
couraged,. I fuppofe, by this Project of Mine,, 
having, not long fince, ventured upon a new 1 
Impreflion, otherwife, 'tis thought, Bibles mighty 
in a fmall Time, have been outof Print* 

To convince the whole World that* I am all- 
together difinterefted in this ufeful Difcovery, j 
muft, In Jiiftice to myfelf, declare, that I hav e . 
never feen the Colour of Mr. Baiketfs Money, 
for, tho* I belong, to the Sbciety for the Refor- 
mation of Manners, I do utterly decline- ther 
ufuaL Perquifites arifing . from the Execution og 

thafc 
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that Office, If Mr. Baskett indeed fhould force- 
a Bribe upon me, I know the Courtefy of my 
Nature will by no Means fuffer me to affront fo 
worthy a Perfon, by a rigid Refufal, it being: 
my ftedfaft Principle to fuffer rather than refift, 
upon fuch powerful Trials, as many of our 
good and modeft Doftors are forced into Great- 
nefs and Bifhopricks, in fpitefldf-- their obflinate 
and repeated Nob. But, tho' I (hall not fall out 
with Mr. Baskett for a fmall Matter, I proteft 
before -band, that, if he offers me above a Hun* 
dred Guineas, I fhall be flxangely furprifed. 

However, if Mr. Baskett behaves himfelf, as 
he ought to do 9 upon this Occafion, I intend ta 
make over to him, his Heirs, and Affigns, the 
Right of Printing and Publifhing my Works for 
the Space of Three hundred Years* at the End 
of which Time,' J do Will and Ordain, that the 
faid Right fhall become general, and enrich the 
whole Body of Bookfellers, without Diftinftion I- 
requiring them, however, as a publick Emolu- : 
ment for fo publick a Benefit, to apply a fmall 
Portion of their Profits towards pulling down the 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul, and rebuilding the . 
fame in a Manner worthy of me and my Coun- 
try, the Honour whereof is hereby confulted, as 
Well as the Reputation of Sir Cbriftofber Wren* ; 

Ifhouid* 
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I fhoufd be willing to retrieve His Credit fooner,. 
but, as the faid Fabric is never mentioned a» 
mong Works of Archite£hire, the prcfcnt Ar- 
chitect's Name lies fafely concealed* 

I do alfo Will and Appoint, That in the Yea* 
2718, that is to fay, a thoufand Years hence, the 
faid Company of Bookfellers fliall, at my Ex* 
pence, that is to fay, out of the Revenues ac- 
cruing from my Works, erefi two Marble Sta- 
tues to the Prince then reigning, the one at 
Cbaring-Crofs, and the other' before the Theatre 
at Oxford^ with the following Infcriptions. 

Upon that at Charing- Crofs. 

« fTPVO George the Twentieth, by the Grace 
4 X of God King of Great Britain, and 
4 Emperor of all Europe, Arbitrator of the Peace 

* of Afta> and Defender of the Faith ; Pious, 
c Clement, Juft 5 the nurfing Father of Liherty 
« and Mankind ; bold for Truth, Religion, 

* Law, in Oppofition to Tyranny, Perfecution* 
« Superftition: His Zeal tempered with Cha- 
c rity, his Virtue with Affability : A Prince of 

* unparalleled Self-denial, who lofes the Appear,. 
« ance of much Glory by concealing the Sub- 
« fiance: By preventing Neceffitics and Op- 

* preffions 
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f frreffions he prevents the Renown of relieving * 

* them.** Thus is his Merit the more excel* 

* lent by being lefs vifible." The Joys and • 

* Fears of his -Subje&s are his own : Theip 

* Peace is the End of all his Wars, and his Wars ' 

* the Means df their Peace. He is magnanimous 

* and wary. His Courage never betrays Want 
c of CFrcUmfpe&ion, nor his Circumfpefliorr 

* Want of Courage; they are both eminent. His 4 

f Liberality is not confined to Worth revealed, - 

* but generoufly. contributes to raife it; others 

* have rewarded Merit, but he makes it. He is 
4 happy in the Choice and Talents of his Mi*. 

€ fritters, and they in the Favour and Fortune - 
' of their Matter. In fhorT, * this mighty Em- * 
4 peror feems* in his whole Life and Royal Vir~ * 

* tues, to copy out, with great Exaflnefs and 
c Succefe, the moll glorious and popular of all 

* his numerous Anceftors, George th$ Firft * 9 
c whofe Name, notwithftanding the Duft and 
< Forgetfulnefs, with which other great Princes* 
c and their Atchievements, are covered^ is ftili 
€ frefh and amiable in our Hiftory and Con. 

* verfatiom It was He who laid the Founda- 

* tion of the fettled Profperity of our Country % 

* and the continued Freedom of Europe, aided' 
*• by the Counfels and Negotiations of Sunder* 

* land, Stanhopr r and Cadogan y great Statefinen/ - 
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of fuperior Capacities, and bbundlefs Huma£ 
nity. By their Miniftration, in ihis ReignV 
was firft fliaken, and, at kft, overthrown 1 , a 
formidable Race of antient Pagans (long fince 

* extinft) named Papijts, the blind and bloody - 
Slaves of a -wily. Wizard 2X Rome, who, by 
the Magic of Falftiood and Ignorance, and 
by continued and unrelenting Murders, poi- 
foned* ftupified, and mifled Chriftendom for 
many Centuries. Among the deatMefs GIo- 

; ries of that King's Reign, was his having for 
his Subject John Duke of Marlborough, fir- 
named the Great, who, for Vi&ories, Trf- 
umphs, and Clemency, firft (haded the Luftre 
of Julius and" the great $ Macedonian. Him 
all fucceeding Heroes, gufded by his Example, 
and fired by his SuccelTes, have ft rove to emu- 
late, but could never equal. Then alfo flou- 
rilhed the immortal Mr. Addifon, whofe Fame 
is in every Mduth, and his Works in every 
Hand. In his Writings are ftill feen, in all 
their Frefiinefs and Glory, the divine Atchieve* 
ments of William the Third and the mighty 
Marlborough* The Want of fuch a Genius-, 
and fuch a Pfen, is the Grief and Misfortune 
of the prefent Times, and has been the Com* 

-plaint of every Age between him and^us.* T6 

-compleat-th^ Praifes of. that-Refgn* Parker 

« -prefixed < 
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* prefided in the Senate, and, out of it, comp- 

* troll'd the Law King adorn'd the Bench, and . 
« Hoadly the Mitre. 

* In this Place, fome Ages fince, flood a brazen 

* Equeftrian Statue of an old Britijh King, whofe 
4 Name is omitted, becaufe his Reign was un- 
4 fortunate and his End unhappy. His Bigotry to- 
4 the Ecclefiafticks was his Foible, and at length^ 
4 his Deftru&ion. Whilft, deluded with their 
4 falfe Incenfe, and miftaking Self-Intereft in 

* them for Loyalty to him, he made them more 
c than Subjects,, he made himfelf lefs than a So- 

* vereign. He broke the Conftitution, becaufe it 
€ - would not bend, and banifli'd the Laws, be- 
« caufe they would not flatter. He facrifie'd the. 
c Crown to exalt the Mitre, and opprefs'd his 
c Subje&s to fupport the Crown. Monarchy- 
4 - and the Church became at laft hateful, by 
6 making themfelves dreadful, and, by grafting at 
< too much, loft all. The Nation, after tweive 

* Years Patience under the continued A (Faults of 
4 Rapine and Tyranny, had a fortuitous, but. 
4 favourable Opportunity put into their Hands 

* to relieve themfelves. They foon found thttn- 
4 felves ftrong, and therefore grew unmanageable, 
4 and, confounding Slavery with Obedience,. 

(hook off both* The reft is too Tragical. 

4 The.- 
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1 The whole Hiftory of this ill-advis'd Prince 
is a Panegyric upon his prefent Majefty, who 
fortifies his Throne, and blefles his People, by 
following clofely the Wifdom and Example of 
his great Anceftor above-*nention'd> the Firft 
pf his Name.* 

Upon the Statue at Oxford. 

TO George the Twentieth^ by the Grace of 
God, &c. A Prince, whofe ftrongeft 
Right to govern Mankind proceeds from his 
being the bcft and wifeft of Mankind. Nothing 
can *qual the People's Affe£Hon to their Mo- 
narch but the Monarch's Benevolence to his 
People.. A noble Emulation ! Their Happi- 
nefs is his Study 5 his Safety is their Care. He- 
rules by deferving to rule : This is his Opinion, 
this his Praftice* He owns no Right from, 
Heaven but to do Good, nor from Men but 
toproteftthem. He detefls being a Tyrant, 
hecaufe bis Ancejiors were Kings. He thinks it 
Diabolical Reafoning, that, becaufe he ought 
to defend, he may therefore deftroy. That 
Kings are the Ordinances of God, merely for 
being the Scourges of God he thinks, is a 

*■ Pro- 
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c '' Proportion as dreadful as abfurd, which- may, 
' with equal Juftice, entitle Robbers and Murder* 
c ers to Impunity and Non-refiftance. The Peer- 
4 pie are not jealous of the Prince's Power, nor 
4 the Prince of the People's Liberty. He glories 
6 in being limited by the Law of the Land,- but 
4 more in being unlimited by the Love of his 
4 SubjecTs* His Wifdom and Power are em- * 
4 ploy'd for them;, their Hearts and their Purfes 
4 are open to him ; both happy in their mutual 
4 and unreftratn'd Confidence. He loves all his 
4 Subjects, and is by all his Subjects belov'd, thw 
4 renown'd Nurfery of Learning fetting an 

* illuftrious Copy of Religion and Loyalty to •• 

* the remoteft Nations of this Empire. " 

'And yet from this Seat of Knowledge former* * 
4 ly iflu'd many black Mifts of Prejudice and Ig? 
4 norance, and even the peaceful Mufes were 
c drawn into Sedition and Outrages. The blaclo 
4 eft Perjuries, and moft deftru&ive Principles, 
' were openly encourag'd and defended j and Re- 
4 ligion was brought into real Danger, to keep ' 
4 the Church out of it. Every Action and every 
4 Name that did Honour to the Nation and to • 
4 Mankind, was blacken'd and deprefs'd, ; whllft 
« the vileft Vlttanies againft Trutk-and Liberty ' 

4 were • 
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were couotenanc'd and extoli'd. Honeft Men 
were brow-beaten, weak Men deluded) and 
Profligates fupported and protected j religious 
Houfes were pull'd down by the drunken Rab- 
ble, and the Cburcb vindicated by blafpheming 
Mobs/ Hereditary Right was fupported by Per- 
jury, and Non-refiftance by Rebellion. Men 
of Virtue and Sobriety were term'd Fanaticks, 
and the Defenders of Peace, Liberty, and Law 
Republicans : But George the Fir/l 9 who had 
all thofe Evils in a particular Manner to ftrug- 
gle with, as being level'd at his Perfon-and Title, 
at laft overcame them all. Hereform'd the 
Priefthood, ^nd purify 'd the Univerfity, and, 
. in Spite of Pride, Jntereft, and a Degeneracy 
4 almoft total, reconcil'd thefe haughty Bodies of 

* 'Men to Evangelical Religion and legal Obedience. 
' He was the Founder of our prefent Greatnefs ; 

* for arriving at which, he chofe and pra&is'd the 

* mod: natural, moft amiable Arts. He made the 
c Good of Mankind the Meafure of his Power; 

* and, by making his Subjeds wife and virtuous, 
« taught them to be great. He madfc his People 
« powerful, and they him irrefiftible. t)ying, he 
« left behind him a Pattern of Goveftiment, 
« which has never fail'd to render all fucceeding 
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« Kings, who have follow'd it, profpcrous and. 
« popular. This they have all attempted, but hi» 

* prefent Majefty with the mod Succefs. 

* Of the Reign of George the Fir ft no more 
€ needs be faid $ it Alines, at this Diitance, in 

* the Hiftories and Poems of that Time ; a Time 
c fruitful in Men of Learning anal Genius, fa- 
c vour'd and patroniz'd, more particularly , by the 

* then Duke of Newcaftle^ who, from his early 
4 Infancy to the End of a moji dtftinguijhed and 
c honourable Life, gave infinite Proofs of a large 
6 Soul, and a difinterefted Love to Mankind, 
c Liberty, and the more elegant Arts. But the 
c Charafter of that great and popular Lord is well 
c known, and his Memory honour'd in the fame 
' Degree as was his Life.' 

My Lord, 

After an Abfence of feveral Pages, I again re- 
turn to your Lordfhip, who muft, toexcufeme, 
confider, I have been attending a much greater 
Man : But having now, I hope, fufficiently in- 
ilru&ed Pofterity about cre&ing and dedicating the 
above-nam'd Statues, and having made ample 
Provifions for the Expence of the fame, I am 
once more at your Service. 
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T (hould now proceed to difplay and extol, as 
becomes me, your Lordfliip's great Piety and ~ 
Gallantry, the Gravity of your Carriage and 
the Livelinefs of your Behaviour, the Grandeur 
•of your Deportment and the Humility of your 
Converfation ; and, mojl particularly, I fhould 
celebrate your great Generofity to myfelf, and 
your great Frugality to all the World : And 
your Lordfhip may depend upon it, I will very 
foon gratify my own Ambition, by equipping 
you with all thefe great Gifts, and many more. 

At prefent a Thing has happened, which in- 
terrupts me in the Difcharge of this my necef- 
lary Duty. A Thing, which the Shynefs of 
iny Nature will have me to conceal from all the 
World but fo good and loving a Friend as your 
Lordfhip* My Lord, it is now Twelve 
o'Clock, and I want a Dinner ; and, alas! I 
doubt my Bookfeller will not truft me with a 
Shilling, without mortgaging thefe my Papers 
into his Hands for the Sum aforefaid. Thus 
mud half your Lordfhip, that is, half your 
Character, be pawn'd that I may Dine. Be 
affured of hearing* from me foon, for I have 
your Meafure 9 and, as becomes your faithful 
Taylor, will finifii your Sute with all Speed. I 

am, 
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am, .with wonderful Devotion, and great Hafte, 
(it is now a Quarter after Twelve) 

My very good Lord 9 

Your Lordjhip's mojl dutiful 

and moft obedient humble Servants 

P. S. To avoid the Envy that eminent Wri- 
ters muft ever expert, I have determined not to 
put my Name to my Work, till the Thirtieth 
Edition of this Treatife, which perhaps may 
not be this Month yet ; by which Time it is 
prefumed, that all thofe who detraft from its 
Excellencies, will be hifs'd kito Silence and 
Shame by the whole World. 

I defigned to have fubjoined at the End a 
Table of the Principal Matters, as other great 
Authors have done; but, going about it, I 
quickly found I muft tranfcribe the whole 
JSookintoan Index, and fo gave it over. 
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IT is recorded in the Memories of divers 
Story -Tellers in and abdut this Metropolis, 
that the Sage and Eloquent Dr. Byfield % 
who goeth about, pouring forth his Di- 
vine Breathings in CofFee-ffoufes, and prefent- 
ing his Books Gratis to all who will pay him 
- for them : I fay it is credibly reported that the 
faid Dodor having a Suit in Chancery with a 
certain Chymift, and a venerable Serjeant be- 
ing of Counfel for his Adverfary ; he, the faid 
Do&or, humbly moved my Lord Chancellor 
that Mrs. Byfidd, the Wife of him the faid Do&or, 
might be allowed to anfwer and refute the Ha- 
rangue of him the faid Serjeant ; and mark the 
Reafon ! for (faid the Do&orJ Jbc 9 my Lardy is 
an Old Woman too / 

Whether this his Requeft was granted, or 
only entered upon Record, the Tradition fayeth 
not. If the Challenge was not accepted, fure- 
ly it is great Pity ; feeing that from a Match fo 

. Natural, and a Contention fo Equal, much 
Elegant Entertainment would have refulted to 
the Grave and Learned Brothers (or, (hall I ra- 
ther fay, Si/fers) of the Long Robe, who, 

. during the Strife, muft have flood ftrangely 
C 2 ani 
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and equally poized in their Affections and 
Wifbes, as being equally allied ~f» either Con* 
batant. I have, indeed, heard it urged, by the 
Partizans of the Old Woman in Petty-cdilfc, 
that the other m the Coif, jealous of his Repu- 
tation* and doubtful how the Iflue might deMr. 
mine the Prize of Eloquence, fled the Pit r **d 
left, inglbrioufly, his Antagonift abetting her 
Gums, and mumbling Revenge. But the Learn* 
ed and Acute Sir « ■ , Knight, Serjeant 
at Law, does, with great Submiffim^ conceivi* 
that this laft Clattft of the Tradition wafctt 
Proof. 

I muft own it would have been eke*e4ing 
Unnatural and Unfcrtptural for Mrs. ByjuU 
and the Serjeant to have entered the Lifts a- 
gainft each other, upon this Occafion ; or, in* 
deed, upon any other whatfoever: Forafinuch 
as it is written in the Hundred Thirtieth and 
Third Pfalm, Verfe the Firft; Bihdd how good 
and how pleafant it is for BRE TH REN U 
dwell together in Unity: And, therefore, it is 
my own private Opinion of this Matter, that 
the whole Bench and Bar, taking it into their 
ferious Confideration, as what might affed theni 
all, offered their Mediation, and flopped the 
Progrefs of their pernicious Difference. And in 
3 thia 
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this I have the concurring Opinion* of — — 

■■ and — — — and aod ■ 

and and — - with fcveral others, 41 

*Mt Lawyers, and- Parties concerned. 

* There ia a waggifh Acquaintance of mine, 
who carries the Analogy between Old Wo* 
men and Grave Barrifters, further than, in my 
Judgment, Need requires he (hould. c Don't 
? you obferve, fays he, that they hare the lame 
' Enmity tp Silence, and pofleft the fame Eter- 

* nal Wetnefs of Beard? Pray diftinguifh, if 

* you can, between Pleading and Scolding* 

* and, whatever you do, mark that hobbling 

* Amble in their Gate ; that involuntary Nod 

* of the Head* that contracted plodding Fore- 
c head; that wife unmeaning Face, and thefe 

* defolate Gums ! and then, qonfefs the invinci- 

* hie likfineft ■ 1 would furthermore put 
' you in Mind of their EqyaJ Tafte in Drefs, 
«■ and their Equal RefemWajicc therein — — 

* Black Gowns and red Petticoats ! two Co- 

* lours, in which it is hard to fay, whether my 

* Lord J—* mioucks Grajwry, or Granny my 
<- Lord . J— -e I Granny moreover wears forward 
<- Night-Cloths, and ties her Pinners before, 
' to hide a, Bald Pate ; and Mr, Serjeant, and 

* Us Betters, busy their Faces in mighty Peri* 

C 3 wigs, 



( 54 ) 

• wigs, which inviron either Chap, and lie, 
c like comely Mares Tails, on either Breaft— — 
4 for why, they are only Hairy Machines to 
4 conceal long Ears !' 

At the Aflizes in Caermartben-Sbire, fomie 
Years ago, a Weljhman, who had never feen fo 
fine a Shew before, afked a Neighbour of his, 
who was knowing in thefc Matters, c What 

• Shentleman was that upon the Pench in her 
« Cown, and her Pelt, and her PlackCap? 1 
Why, marrjy quoth Morgan, bur is an Old 
man that takes hur Nap upon bur Cuftnon % and 
then hur tells the Shewry hur Tream. 

It is plain from St. Paul, that Old Wives 
Fables were current and prevailing in his Time, 
and he warns St. Timothy (the mod Reverend, 
the Lord Archbiftiop of Ephefus) againft them 
defiring his Grace, to exercife bimfelf father 
unto Godlinefs. But notwithftanding that the 
Apoftle's Works are ftill read, tho* they do not 
fay a Word of South-Sea Stock; yet Old 
Wives are in as good Efteem as ever, and their 
Tales bear as good a Price. There is particu- 
larly a numerous Tribe of Ancient Gentlewo- 
men, called Schoolmen and Fathers , who are 
reputed a Company of Venerable Goffips, who/e 

Evidence 



Evidence may be taken in Trials about Nor- 
wich Crapes, wide-knee'd Breeches, the Power 
of the Cortftables, the Primitive Inftitution of 
Parifh- Clerks, the Decimation of Eggs by 
Original Patent, Whoring, Scolding, and 
Court'fying toward the Rifing Sun ; and the 
like momentous Points between Men and 
Monks* 

But it is very true, that thefe Old Bo- 
dies do often contradidt one another in their 
Evidence ; either becaufe they know not the 
Truth, or will not fpeak it; both which are 
frequently the Cafe » ■ ■■»# But here a 
ready Expedient is offered ; for the pious 
Attornics who produce them, modeftly re* 
. jefl every Part of the Evidence which makes 
agfeinft them, as forged and erroneous, and are 
pleafed only to accept fo much of the fame, as 
makes for them, as undoubtedly genuine and 
valid. And if no Part of it will ferve their 
Turn ; yet we, the Defendants, are bound to 
believe that it does ; and that is as welL For 
die pious Attornies above-written, claim, from 
Time immemorial, a Right to be Profccutors, 
and Judges, and Witnefles ; at leaft, Wit- 
nefles for their Witnefles, in every Law- 
suit which they undertake. And, if we do not 
• C 4 acquiefce 



f 5« ) 

acqulefce in all this, a Lawyer of thisSor t has told 
os, what Sentence we are to expe£t ; even this* 
G—d d—ma you and y$urs to all Eternity* 
(Tale of a Tub in 12//W. p. 104.) 

The Admirers and Followers of thefe old 
dufty Goffips are themfelves of the fame Cha- 
racter and Predicament; for, as the Saying is* 
Old Women of all Religions are the fame. We 
are not therefore to wonder, if we find, in the 
whole Breed, an equal Appetite for Flowing, 
Hoarding, Backbiting, and Scolding. From 
Gammar Aaron down to Gammar SMtawafius^ 
and from Gammar Satana/mt down to Gammar 
Becket, and from Grammar Bectet down to Gam? 
mar .Laud, and from Gammar Laud (keeping 
ftill in the fame See) down to Gammar ■ ■ 
you find the felf-famc Spirit, and the felf-fame 
Arts. The Multitude have been ftill bubbly!, 
and taught or feared into the Worfhip of golden 
Calves, or black Calves, or fome other Sort! 
of Calves : And the fame Lying, Fallhood, 
and Cruelty, have gone on in an uninterrupt* 
id Line of Succejfton, and uninterrupted Sub- 
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Tt Is marvellous and inconceivable, the Stu- 
pidity and Dunciblenefs of Mankind. ( O 

* World ! trtien wilt thou come out of thine 

* Infancy, and afllime a Beard 5 and a Mind 

* worthy of that Beard ! learn to defpife long 
Coats ; rejefi thy Leaders and thy Leading* 

* Strings ; ftand upon thy own Legs ; be of 

* Age ; look round thee, and diftinguHh, at laft» 
c Truth and Freedom from Reftraint and Dif- 
« guifet* But in Cafe, my deareft Child, that 

* thou art already fiiperannuated ; as, confider- 

* injr the Greynefa of thy Head, and the Grcen- 

* nefe of thy Behaviour, I fear me thou art ; 

* Then, O Reverend Granny, loft is my La- 
4 hour, and vain are my Inftrudions I I will 
4 however, bear my Teftimony in thy Behalf ^ 

* and (hew (bee, with the Help of thy Speftar 
4 cles, how thou art ever, ridden *iy Old Wo- 

* men, thyfelf an Old Woman l*';y 

t - 

Queen Stmiramis was the greatefl King that 
fwayed the Scepter of Affyria* and exceeded 
by far all that fucceeded her. She was indeed 
a- moft valiant Man, but very lewd, which is 
no Fault in Princes ; what is very common be- 
ing very pardonable. To her fucceeded her Son, 
C s Ktog 
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King Sardanapalus the Queen, who from his 
Infancy was an Old Woman y and very naturally 
fpent all his Time, and his Spinning, amongft 
young ones. But, for all the Harmleflhefs of 
this He Queen, he met an untimely Fate, and 
violent Hands were laid upon the Lord's Anoint- 
ed, to the great Grief of all the true Churchmen* 
that is, the genuine Worlhippers of Bell and the 
firagon, ofthofeDays. 

Thofe who came after him were for the moft 
Part like him ; and from Semiramis to the End 
of the Babylonian Monarchy, which lafted for 
feveral Ages, all the Kings proved to be of 
the Female Gender, except herfelf. When the 
Monarchy was tranflated to the Medes and Per- 
fians, there was but one Emperor, and that was 
Cyrus, who happened to be a Man : AH the reft 
were Old Women ; Creatures that lived in 
their Dining Rooms, admired their fine Fur- 
niture, wore rich Brocades, played with their 
Monkeys, beat and bit and fcratched their Ser- 
vants, and drank Cawdle, the Tea of the 
Time ; and, in fine, faid and did, juft as do 
and fay our aged Countefles in t'other End of 
the Town* 
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• At length the Magicians, or Priefts of the 
Ejlablijbed Church of Babylon, having great In- 
terest at Court, and Encouragement from the 
Prince, knocked him on the Head in Return 
for his Love ; and, by the Murder of his whole 
Race, and further Cruelty and Craft, featect 
themfelves in his Throne, and yet kept the 
Murder and Ufurpation a Secret from all the 
World, for fome Time. But the reignmg 
Conjurer being, like the reft of the Tribe, 
given to Wenching, a Miftrefs of his was di- 
re&ed by her Brother, who fufpe&ed facred 
Roguery, to fearch his Majefty's Head for Ears ; 
and, upon Inquiry, (he found he had none. For, 
it had happened, feme Time before, that the 
whole Order had their Lugs lopped off, for 
fome pious Pranks by them played. 

Upon this Difcovery, the Grandees invaded 
the Royal Palace, alias the Royal Brothel, and 
put all thefe Old Women, that is to fay, the 
Clergy, that is to fay, the Ufurpers, to the Sword. 
•So here ended the Reign (tho' not the Roguery) 
of thefe confecrated Monarchs, or fpiritual Sove- 
reigns, or Pagan Pipes, . or cropped Prelates, or 
Rcprefentati'ves of — 's Perfon, or, &c. 

C 6 Proceed 



Proceed we next to the Blefiion of laew 
OW Woman. For the Lineal Entail wai broken 
in the Murther of Adanfs Heir at Law, by the 
Babylonian Parfons ; tho' fome of their Brethren 
fince have pretended to patch it together again, 
Impoffibilities being of n6 Weight in the 
Schemes of Magicians, 

In this Election, one Darius carried the Di- 
adem by the Merit of his Stone Horfe ; which 
Stone- Horfe, had it not been for the 'Folly or 
Partiality of the Nobility, ought to hare 
mounted that Throne $ and then might have 
been all edged, what now cannot be alkdged* 
namely, that once in a Century a Creature of 
fome Manhood filled it. 

It is the Opinion of that able Critic and 
Caballtft, Rabbi Nick Naek Ben Dry Pate, that 
the Hiftorians are all Lyars and Dunces in the 
Account they pretend to give of this. Matter : 
For, fays he, / will lay an even Wager of Fifty 
to One, that when the Crown of Perfia was, by a 
Vote of the judicious Houfe of L — ds there, hung 
upon a Nag's Noflrils, wbofe Neighing was to 
create a Mafler of Mankind, and declare* the 
Lard's Anointed ; Darius did not ad by the Craft 
of his Groom [which is the Opinion of Ctelias, 
Berofus, Plutarch, &c.) but by the Counfel of 

bis 
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-his Chaplain, who advifid him > as -fan ai 
ever he came to the randytng Ground* to Bray with 
all bis Might ; and if you take this Method, added 
the /age. Dodor, and Bray with becoming Vehe- 
mence, by G M' venture my Soul upon it* 

you are Monarch of the Eajt. For, continued 
his Reverence* in fuch a f&rry and Dtfcord of 
the PaJJions, as will necejfarity fill every Breaft 
ufon fo great an Occafton, who will dijtinguijb 
Che/nuts Voice from your LordJbip 9 s Voice, or a 

F from a Pair of Bag-pipes ? Rabbi Nick- 

Nack adds, that Earl Darius, finding thS Expe- 
dient the eafieft and moft natural to him of all 
the Expedients in the World, whenever he found 
Himfelf upon the Place of Trial, clapped his 
Finger to one Noftril, and brayed with t'other 
with fo bewitching and fo Royal an Accent, 
that the whole Houfe of Nobles, then prefent, 
whipped off their Hats, and bowing with thei r 
Faces to the Earth, as if the Chaplain himfelf, 
or an Altar had ftood in their Way, cried out 
with one Accord, King Darius, live for ever ! 
He was then taken and crowned, being firft 
anointed, and having taken an Oath to defend 
•tbo Righta of the Clergy and Convocation ; the 
Archbifhop performing the Ceremony, the 
Reverend Dr. Tygris reading Prayers, and the 
Chaplain afbrefaid preaching the Sermon, which 

was 
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was ordered to be printed by his Maje/fy's fpecid 
Command ; and he had the firft good Living 
that fell. 

So eafily are Kingdoms earned, and by fuch 
certain Signs and Criterions does Heaven point 
out the Perfons of Princes ; who beiqg 
Divine Inftitution, the Divine Will muft, in 
the Cafe before us, be exceeding clearly conveyed 
through the Snout of an Horfe, or of an Afi ; 
a very ufual Vehicle of Inftruftion, in all Ages 
and Climates ! 

But as every Old Woman that totters under 
a Crown, rules, or fcolds, or blafphemes, or 
murders, or burns, by Divine Appointment ; 
fo the Old Women, alias Emperors of Perfia 9 
continued to plague Mankind, and Mifgovern, 
as Heaven's Lieutenants, till Alexander the 
Great, who, in the Beginning of his Reign, was * 
indeed a King of the Mafculine Gender, came 
with all the Violence of War, as Heaven *s 
Lieutenant alfo, to dethrone and put an End to 
them : For he that was ftrongeft always hap* 
pened to have the Divine Authority on h? 
Side, contrary, and yet agreeable, to the Or* 
thodox Syftem. 



ViHrtx Caufa Diis placutt. 
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JUxandrr himfclf (boa degenerated, and, bo- 
fore he arrived to the Flower of his Age, grew 
an Old Woman, like the reft ; became won- 
derfully addided to Scolding, and doated upon 
nothing but fine Gowns, and Gtron Water. 

His immediate Succeflbrs refembled him ; they 
were at firft Men, and at laft Drivelers; and, 
for thofe Kings who fucceeded tbtm> they were 
OM Wives from their Cradles. 

There never was, in all die Eaft, a braver 
Race of Men than the Amazons^ whofe Queens 
were alfo the braveft of Kings. Tanurlatu too 
happened to be a Prince of a Male Genius; 
but,- excepting as before excepted, there has 
fcarce ever been known fuch a Chara&er as a 
King in all the great Continent of J/!a 9 tho' 
abounding in Monarchs. Their frequent Ex- 
ercifing of Craft and Cruelty does in no de- 
greee determine them Men ; the fame being alfo 
exercifed, tho* in a fmaller Mea£ure, by Cro- 
codiles, Wolves, Kites, Adders, and the like 
Emblems apd. Patterns of fuch Imperial Old 
Women the Devil by Divine Right. 
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But thcfc Royal Vermin, who fucked the 
Blood of their Subje&s, and were the relent- 
lefs Foes of Mankind, became all, in their Turn, 
the Booty and Vaflals of the Romans, wH<r 
knocked tbem on the Head, or imptifaned' 
them, or fuffered them to enjoy a precarioot 
and flavilb Sovereignty, juft as they had be- 
haved themfelves. 

The Ramans were a Nation of Men* and 
Friends to their Species, Lovers of Liberty, and 
Defpifera of Life, when thefe two. Blefficgs 
were incompatible. Tbey propagated Polite* 
nefs and Laws ; and hunted down Tyrants am} 
Barbarity, where-ever they came* They taught, 
Mankind to diftinguUh between manly Obe- 
dience, proceeding from rational ConTent, which 
is the Allegiance of Subjtfii j and involuntary 
Submiffion, extorted by Fears and Force, which 
is the Lot and Condition of Slaves. 

Thek Religion was of a Piece with, iftefr 
Politics, and Part of them. The Civil Ma* 
giftrate was either the Prieft* Mmfelf, or the 
Prieft was prompted by him ; an&'ttfe only Piece 
of Prieftcraft which the old Republican Clergy 

prac- 
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pra&ifcd, was to lye laudably, by the Direction, 
of the Magiftrate, for the Good of the Com- 
mon-wealth- The Hands of the Government 
were not tied up from encouraging public Spi- 
rit, by the paultry Fear of alarming the Eccle- 
fiaftics. Every Principle and every Adion, 
which promoted their prefent Liberty and Pro- 
fperity, was lawful, virtuous, and religious, in 
the Eyes of that noble People ; who had no 
Idea of the Incroachment of Liberty upon Re* 
ligion, or of the Church's dalhing with the 
State, or of the Creature's contending for Supe- 
riority with its Creator. Thefe wer* Monfters 
yet unborn, and Abfurdities as yet uninvented, 
which lived not till Liberty was dead, and till 
Old Women fucceeded Heroes. 

The Romans preferred their Liberty fo long 
ts they preferved their Virtue. At laft Ambition 
and Bribery feized the Senate-Houfe, and were 
followed by every evil Art and every wicked 
Purpofe : The Corruption began at the Great, 
who fpread it among the People, and debauch- 
ed them, in order to enflave them. Shews, 
Farces, and Masquerades* made them idle, and 
depending, upon thofe who gratified them with 
thefe fine Sights and Diverflon? ; at long-run, 

their 
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their hlgheft Ambition was to live and fee 
Shews. In the End, being fully purged of all 
Senfe of Virtue and Freedom, the whole Ro- 
man People, who had conquered the World* 
and had polifhed it ; they who had depofed 
Tyrants, and fet Mankind free, became them- 
felves an eafy Prey to a Traytor of their own 
railing. 

Men have been, and are, generally taught 
(from their early Youth) to admire and re- 
verence the firft Cafar : At which I am afto- 
nifhed ; for he was one of the moft wicked and 
bloody Men that ever the Earth bore. He 
ftuck at no Villany, no Vilenefc, no Deftruc- 
tion, to gain his Ends, and ruin his Country. 
Omnium fminarum mar it us ^ tsf omnium vir*- 
rum uxor, is the leaft worft Chara&er that can 
be given of him. If he was fometimes guilty 
of Mercy, it was from no Tendernefs of Heart, 
or for any Righteous Purpofe ; but purely to 
catch Gudgeons, and make his Tyranny po- 
pular. In (hort, Julius Cafar, like moft other 
Conquerors, is intitled, in an humbler De* 
gree, to that fort of Glory, which is due to 
Belzebub y for daring the Almighty, and deface* 
ing the Creation. 
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Thofe who fucceedcd him in the Ufuipation 
of Rome, were for the moft part fuch an execrable 
Race of Vermin, that there is fcarce any other 
Character to be given of them, than that Em- 
peror and Old Woman were Terms fynonymouS 
ever afterwards. 

The Eraprefe Claudius deferves particular 
Notice* She left the Empire to the Admi- 
niftration of whatever Pcrfon happened to be 
moft in her good Graces, for the Time be- 
Uig: And fo fometimes her Wife was Queen, 
and fometimes her Footman ; while the good 
Woman Claudius herfelf turned Author, and 
fcribled, and gormandized, and got drunk, 
every Day of her Life. Nec temere unquam 
Tridino abfctffit nifi dtftentus & madens y fays 
Suetonius. Juft like the Learned and Valiant 
Monarch of another Country, I mean Queen 
James the Firjl of Mjignagajcar \ who, bating 
her Avcrfion to Tobacco, was as true an Old 
Woman as ever driveled, or tippled Geneva. 
Queen James was alfo a Royal Benefa&or to 
Grub-Jireeti and Prefident of the learned So- 
ciety there. She writ Books, and made Speeches* 
and was greatly fubje& to the Lftofenefs; 

which 
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which laft I take to be the true Reafon why 
the Learned Queen James's Performances fmell 
but little of the Conjurer; feeing that it \ 
obferved by Mr. Locke > in his Treatifc of 
Education, that they who are very loofi have 
feldom Jirang Thoughts. 

Behold here, O curious Reader, a full and 
true Charader of our prefent Writers upon 
mod Subjefib ! even becaufe they write with 
empty Bellies, or with Pills in their Bellies; 
and therefore our Preachers and Poets do con* 
fefs, in their Productions, the Slipperinefc of 
their Guts. Lamentable Cafe ! that, amongfr 
all the Legions of the Learned, there is hard** 
ly to be found one fhrewd Coftivt Fellow* ex* 
cept niyfelf and my Admirers ! 

This Malady of the Guts is alfo produ&ive 
of pernicious Effefts amongft Statefmen and 
Crown'd Heads. Her late Majefty took Phy- 
fic that very Day upon which (he fign'd the 
Treaty at Utrecht ; and it was obferved that, all 
the while it was making, her Miniftry went 
frequently to the Little Houfe. And indeed it 
is well known, that, during the laft Three 
Years of her Reign, Dr. Arbuthnot .was 
conflantly about her, either by hinifelf or 
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As to ourfeivcs; God be praifed, we are 
blefled with a Set of able Coftive Sc— f— m— n, 
who have not gone to Stool thefe three Yean, 
except as hereafter is excepted ; that is to fay, 
when they preferred ' ■ and — and — 
and — • and , cum multh aliis ; at alfo 
When they entered into a 1 with ■ and 

, &V. as likewife when they declared that 
they had no Intention to repeal — — — j as 
aUb when they neglefted to — and — - and 
— and * ■■ and — — and ■ and ■ 

and ; as likewife when they contrived 

-how to filence ; as alfo when they 

quarrelled with — and and — — ; as 
.likewife when they formed a Scheme to gain 
, fuch a vaft ; as alfo when they agreed 

to give up — — and — — 5 as likewife whtfn 
they were entering into a Coalition and Con* 

cert with ~— and and — — : As alfo 

when they encouraged — and — — and — 
and ■ 

Were I to go over all the Items and Exer- 
tions, I (hould never have done ; and fo I tun) ] 
. my Foot into my firft Path, and proceed wkh 

my Dijfertatim upon Old Women. . . J 

To 



{ 7i ; 



To Queen James fucceeded another QueA % 
I mean he who was nick-named the Confeffor. 
like King, like Counfellors ! this fucking Mo- 
narch got him a Wife, and yet went ftill in 
Leading-Strings : Mother William Laud, and 
Madam the Duke of Buckingham* who had beer* 
bis Father's Miftrefs, were his Governors, un- 
limited mA uncontrotdabje. 

Tjie Kingdom grew afhamed and weary of 
being governed and opprefled by fuch a Grizzel* 
and fo pulled her out of her Elbow-Chair > and 
never fuffered her to fet her JBreech in it af- 
terwards ; tho 9 (he tried all Means whatfoever, 
jfometimes fcolding, fometimes befeeching, fome- 
jtimes tricking, and fojnetimes hiring Bullies to 
fqjeX for her* 

After a long civil Contention for Liberty 
apd Dominion, which I pais over in Silence, 
becaufe it was between Men and Men> who 
4o not belong to this my Subje£t ; come we, 
in die next Place, to the riotous Reign of 
<2peen Sardanapalus the lid, who negleded 
God and Men to drink French Wine, and play 
with French Harlots and I*p-Pogs. Tbcre 
fcegaa theii to be a great Decay of Sobriety, 
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Virtue, and Manhood ; and nothing triumphed 
but the Excife, Fornicarion, and the Church. 

After a long Reign of Luxury and Fettfr 
nine Weakneffes, Queen Sardanapalus depute 
ed this Life, by the pious Affiftance of the 
Priefts and her Brother the Princeft Jmmt$ \ 
who mounted the Throne, and fhew'd h«r* 
felf as errant an Old Wife as e'er (book « 
Scepter. 

She, e'er (he had well broken the Corona- 
tion Oath, which fhe had not yet taken, ta* 
king it into her ferious Confederation the ob- 
vious Infirmities of her Sex and her Under* 
Handing, put herfelf, the firft thing (he did, 
under the Guard ianfhip and abfolute Direfihm 
of an old Harlot at Rome, famous for her ftinfc> 
ing Breath, and her treble Night-Cap. Then 
her Majefty went on, like a Creature fiipuan* 
nuated, as (he was, to play ft range Prank* J 
fome ludicrous, and fome mifchievous. Shfe 
worlhipp'd Wafers, pretended to devour her 
Mediator, and claimed a Right to eat up her 
People. No body would take her Borid for a 
Groat; and (he herfelf own'd that her Oath 
was not worth a Ru(h. As (he was an Okt 

Woman I 
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Woman Tierfelf, fo flbe a&ed by Old Women ; 
and particularly, (he got a Jury of Old Wives, 
m Long Coats and Coifs, to pronounce a Ver- 
dict, that Jbe might lawfully and innocently da 
what Mi/chief and Wickednefs Jhe would: And 
fo (kid the Sacred Sifters of the Surplice ; 
alledging that every OH Gentlewoman, wear- 
ing a Crown, had a Divine Charter from 
God to refemble Satan as much as fhe 
jrfeafed. 

Queen James, encouraged by all thefefine 
Speeches, let loofe his Inclinations, and de- 
vilized with all his Might. But, as he was 
driving furioufly over the Life and Limb of 
every Subject that flood in his Way, without 
any Refiftance, which was prohibited by the 
Convocation, he unadvifedly galloped over a 
Neft of the Wayward Sijlers aforefaid, anr 
took away the Articles of their Club. This 
hurt and provoked them damnably. For, tho* 
they are the moft patient Creatures upon Earth, 
when Evil befals others ; aud will upon that 
Occalion urge the Sandity of Submiilion, with 
wonderful Zeal ; yet fuch is their mortal Anti- 
pathy to Suffering in their own Perfons, that, 
upon any Trial of that Kind* they feem to 
D be 
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Be the only People upon the Globe, to whoc 
God has given leaft of the Grace of Rcfigna 
tion. 

Queen 'James now found that this ws 
their true Spirit. For, tho* they had them 
felves pointed out to him the very High Roa 
to Oppreffion, yet no fooner had he give 
them a Royal Gripe, but they fet up thei 
Apoftolic Throats, and yelPd fo loud, ths 
they were heard all over the Kingdom, an 
rouz'd the Multitude from all Quarters to thei 
Affiftancej that very Multitude, whom the 
had, a few Days before, been infatuating int 
the Difpofition and Acquiefcence of Slave 
they had now the Art and the Impudence t 
animate into Rebels, in their own Senfe of th 
Wprd. 

The manly Part of the Nation, and Lovei 
of Liberty, took Advantage of the Phrenzy < 
the Prince, and the Animofity of the Waywar 
Sijiers, to frighten Queen James into a Nur 
nery, and to fet a King upon the Throne ; th 
only One they had feen there, fince the Da) 
pf King Befsy of manly Memory. 

Th 
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The Wayward Sifters, finding that they had 
now in Reality got a King over them, and 
not a Queen under them 5 which laft had been 
their Lot and Felicity for near a s Hundred 
Years ; and perceiving withal that the King 
would not kneel to them, or put his Power 
and Scepter into their Hands s they grew de- 
vilim outrageous and turbulent. The firft 
Thin,g they did, in their Anger, was to vote 
themfelves forfworn ; for, flap -daft, they 
ftripped the King, at one Pull, of his Divine 
Right, and made a Prefent of it to the ex- 
cluded Queen James, from whom they had 
alfo rent it in their Wrath, a Month or two 
before. * 

But, in Spite of their Craft, and Difloyalty, 
the King kept his Crown ; and, in Spite of his 
Mercy and Merit, they prefer ved their Averfion 
and Malignity.. 

A ^ueen came next ; and, with her, Pros- 
perity and a Kingly Government, for feveral 
Years ; which once more difappointed and 
provoked the Wayward Sifters, who yelped zs 
bitterly as ever ; but yelped unheard, till her 
Majefty grew old and into a Refemblance of 
her Anceftors; and then all Things went 
D * Topfy- 
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Topfy-turvy, and the Wayward Sifters flou- 
rifhed and rejoiced. But juft as they were -in 
full Cry, and daily Expectation of their Heredi- 
tary Old Woman from Abroad* the other at 
Home dropp'd, before they could bring it to. 
pafs ; and the Kingdom got a King a Second 
Time, and ftill keeps him, notwithftanding all 
the Struggles, and Sedition, and Praying, and 
Counter-praying, and Preaching, and Drinking, 
.and Lying, and Swearing, and Forfwearing of 
the Wayward Sifters, in order to fend him 
Home again. 

It is indeed agreeable to the Ambition and 
Self-love of the Wayward Sifters to hate Kings ; 
for a Monarch that refolves to be a Man* will 
never put himfelf under the Dominion of Old 
Women* nor gratify their Spleen : Whereas, 
when a Queen reigns, the Wayward Sifters 
are all Kings-. Behold the Reafon of their pre- 
sent Rage ! The prefent Monarch does not' 
touch their Roaft, nor their BoiPd ; their Sack, 
nor their Sherry ; their Copy-Holds, nor tbek 
Petcr-Pence. On the contrary, he gives them 
all good Ufage and Encouragement ; he prefers 
the Worthy, and is not fcvere to the Worth- 
ier. But all this pleafes not the Wayward 
Sifters. They cannot impofe upon their Prince, 
nor pifs upon, the Laws, nor opprefs the People, 




forfworn with Succefs. Thefe are their great 
Grievances ; or, if they have greater, I width 
they would produce them. If his Majefty 
would but pleafe to condefcend to their mo. 
deft Demands, and be led, like their Pupil, 
or driven like their Property ; he might make 
Beggars or Bacon of his Subjects, and wel- 
9 come : Nay, Divine Authority would be be- 
lieved, and Scripture mifquoted, to fupport him 
in it. Put, as he behaves himfelf at prefent, he 
will never be the Favourite of the Wayward 
Sifters. 

I have thus, with great Labour of Body and 
Brain, fearxhed into the Records of Time, and 
giveji my attentive Reader an edifying Abftr.i& 
of Univerfal Hjflory, of which I have (hewn 
Old Women to have been the Principal Heroes. 
If we lpok now into the Difputes and Tranf- 
adions between Nation and Nation, wc dial 
aJTuredly find that they ever prevailed, or mif- 
carried, according as they employed Men or 
Old Women in the Management of their Affaiis 
Civil and. Military. 

And, not to go too far backward in this 
DHquifition* let us only remember with what 
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a different Spirit and Succefs the Affairs of 
France were conducted by that Court Forty 
Years ago, from what the Affairs of another 
Court were, which fhall be namelefs : And 
the Reafon lay here ; the French Minifters 
wore Beards, and the B — /— Jb Minifters wore 
Petticoats ; Choice Guardians of the Nati- 
on ! who, whilft they were fupported in their 
Avarice and Merry-makings, from St. Ger* 
mains j cared not what became of their Country, 
or of Europe y or of Chriftianity. 

In the Matters of Peace or War, the Cafe 
is juft the fame. In the laft War, for Exam- 
ple, again ft France* a Male General was em- 
ployed, and under him a Race of Mjen% and 
they hewed down all Oppofition : Neither 
Stone Walls, nor Intrenchments, nor Num- 
bers, nor the Danger of the Church, could 
ftand before them : Nor could Rivers or Louis- 
d'ores retard their Bravery. They ftortned 
Towns, they routed Armies, they eat Fire, and 
did every thing with a Mafculine Air : Alas \ 
what were a Hundred Thoufand French Girls, 
whether Nuns or Soldiers, in their Hands ? 
And, for Half a Score Marefchals of France* 
they confidered them as only fo many dancing 
Old Women on Horfeback, with Feathers in 



C 79 ) 

their Caps, and Diftaffs in their Hands, whc* 
never miffed being kicked Head over Heels, and 
lent to Paris to get their Wigs new powdered ; 
which yet did not mend the Matter. 

It is thought, if the War had continued, 
that Madame de Maintenon would have Eteaded 
the Army in Flanders^ and recruited it with 
feveral antiquated Belles, and the Nymphs of 
St. Cyr : This filled all the Heroes at Verfailles 
with burning Envy, and they all brigued a- 
gainft her Going : But it is thought that all their 
Politics would have failed them, had they not 
luckily reprefented to the Grand Monarchy who 
was every Day growing Lefs> the Invincible 
Louis i tfho was every Day beaten, the Immortal 
Man, who was dangeroufly III of a Fiftula ; that, 
if he made his Old Nurfe a General, he would 
have no body to 'tend his IJfue behind. This 
made gjgeat Impreffion upon him ; and fo Goody 
Villars was appointed Commander in Chief, in- 
ilead of Goody Scarron. As foon as (he came in- 
to the Field, (he gave out fcolding Speeches 
how flie would do feveral Womanly Exploits. 
But (he was well paid for her Prating, and 
forced to run to fave her Life. 

D 4 Thia 
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This was the unequal Strife, during the 
Courfe of the War, between Swords and 
Diftaffs. But, when Things began to look 
towards an Accommodation, the Tables were 
quite turned. France, which hitherto had 
fent Old Wives for Warriors, appointed Now 
vigorous Men for her Negotiators : And another j 
Kingdom, which, to its deathlefs Glory, had i 
employed Heroes to fight, did, to its end- 
efs Infamy, employ Old Women to treat ; j 
wretched,, toothlcfs, impotent Old Women, 
who, had their Luck been of a Size with their 
Brains, muft have borne the Parifli Badge I The 
lively and ingenious John of Lapland^ and till- 
able and accompliwed Thomas Lord Spehvell % 
^re a Brace of hopeful Statefmen ! And yet, with 
all their Zeal and humble Compliances, they 
had not the common Capacity to fell the Honour 
of their Country, even after others had brought 
it to Market for them, without the Afliftancc of 
Prompters. 

To come now, towards the End,, to (peak 
of my own Country, of which I have not hi- 
therto faid one Word ; I am forry to fay, that 
the Increafe of Old Women grows marvelloufly 
great amongft us. It is moreover grievous to 

confider, 
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confider, by what heavy and contemptible In- 
ftniments this, fhamefiil Change is wrought. 
Lo ! our Evil cometh from the dull HearJ of the 
City, and we. are enchanted by a ftupid Kennel 
cf Stock-jobbers) who cheat us out of our Money 
and our Sex, and then ftand God-fathers to us, 
and» by way of tender Derifion, chriften us 
Bubbles ! 

Let us, my Brethren and Countrymen, either 
properly and patiently put on Petticoats ; or re- 
fume our Manhood) and {hake off this fhameful 
Delufion, this filthy Yoke, put upon our Necks 
by dull Rogues from Jonathan's ; plodding 
Dunces ! who carry their Souls, if they have 
any, in their Pockets ; and who, if you take 
them out of the Alley y have not the Underftand- 
ii)g of Carmen, nor the Agreeablenefs of Ba- 
boons. 

I {hall conclude this light Paper with fome 
Thoughts of a grave Nature, and dwell for Two 
or Three Pages, upon a Subjeft which gives 4 me 
infinite Delight ; I mean, the prefent Concord 
between St. James's and Leicefter-fields. 



AN^ 



ESSAY 



Upon the late Uwios of the 



Whig-Chiefs. 



K K Rcr onciliation of our Two Courts 



J[ i« of fiK.fi happy Confcquence to the 
K.inom, ;:iid the Roval Family, as muft be 
lni'Jiiy plr,ifjji(' t to Men, who love either. 
l)il\' trua * of tliin kind arc nothing rare ; but 
ll.ry y nrT.,])y h:\vr. public ill ConfcqucncC3» 
W'.ilt'M ll;ind'», and cmbarrafs the 

Whrrli! t,\ < iovnnmenf. I thank God, the late 
'»im' h,r. pt'"hicnl more CoMncfs than ViolcncCi 
.ni l in. .ir T.;ll; th.ui Terror. It is to be prc- 
i iiii' u, th.ii nothing win done on cither Side 
••'in hi ' ihr Ilir.nh, whir h nuy occafion painful 
I'lnin, «>i unjv v 1Mb ( linn:, now it is cured. I 



doubt n«ii (mi( the L'niuii i, ,;s timcrc, as I wifli 
it MIhir. 
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Though I always looked upon the late Mif- 
underftanding as a great Evil ; yet, now it 
is paft, I do not know whether fome Good 
may not come of it. It will have (hewn the 
Whigs that they are much miftaken, if, upon 
every Fit of Spleen or Difguft, they think to 
meet a Refource among the Tories, who are 
not ufed to give any Quarter, much lefs 
Shelter, to Men who will but part with a 
Piece of their Principle. He who goes over 
to them, muft not go halting. If they have 
a Mind to go to Rome, or the Pretender ; it 
is not enough that you do not oppofe 
them, or even that you wi(h them a good 
Journey : If you do not go along with them,, 
and accompany them to the very laft Stage* 
you do nothing. A "Vote and a Speech 
now and then will not ferve them ; they 
muft have all your Votes, and all your 
Speeches, otherwife you will never be loved 
nor trufted. 

It will alfo have taught the Tories > that 
the Whigs* however divided, are ftill too 
many for them, and can fubfift without 
fneaking Compliances, or dangerous Coali* 
D 6 tlon* 
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tions with them. There have been but few 
Inftances, of late, where they have been 
fufffered to exert that Spirit of Oppreflfofl, 
which i9 inseparable from them;- ami fewer, 
I hope, of their being offered Seats near the 
Helm. The Principle of a Whig* and that 
of a Jacobite* are fo w oppofite and heteroge- 
neous, that there can be no other Mixture 
or Comprehenfion between them,, but that 
of the One's devouring the Other. Every 
other Project for reconciling them is Mad- 
nefs or Knavery, and there is not at prefent 
the leaft poffible Pretence for it ; which I 
take to be none of the leaft Bkffings attend- 
ing the prefent Agreement. 

The Whig Intereft is again united, and,, 
for aught I know, the more ftrongly for 
having been difuntted. It i» therefore a hap- 
py and an unexceptionable Seafon for doing: 
all thofe neceflary public-fpirited Things, 
which are wanting for the Eftablifhment of 
Whtggifmj but which were prevented by the 
late Rupture. I hope it will not be en- 
quired, whether our Univerfities are not the 
very Sinks of Sedition, and of every wicked- 
Principle f 
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Principle ;. and whether, enjoying", a» thej* 
<fo, at the Natiorfs Coft r Eafe and Abun- 
dance, they dto not pay the Nation, in Return,, 
with difaffe&ed, flavifli Dodrines, and poifon* 
ed Youth; Let die Univerfities remain but- 
unpurged, and the Jacobih* may foeer in our 
Face at every other Scheme of our* fpr our 
Security. 

Princes are alway* refpe&ed Abroad, in 
Proportion to their Strength at Home. It 
is not to be doubted but this our Domes- 
tic Unanimity will raife our foreign Cre* 
dit ftill higher, and make the Peace with 
Spain* which feems to linger, go on with 
greater Alacrity and Eafe ; and it is reafonably 
hoped, that hereafter we (hall be more upon 
the Square with our good Allies, both in the 
Adminiftrations of War, and in die Negotia- 
tions of Peace, than our Circumftances have 
hitherto fuffered. us to be. 

I therefore congratulate my Countrymen 
upon the prefent happy Pacification and: 
Unanimity. It will make us confiderable 
to our Friends, and formidable to our Foes. 
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It will enable us to avow, proted, and en- 
courage every public Principle ; and leave u s 
without Excufe, if we difown or neglecl it. 
It will render every Oppofition impotent, 
and every Shift and Procraftination fcanda- 
lous. It will ferve to fhew, whether our paft 
Omiffions and Trimmings were founded 
upon real Weaknefs, or fleevelefs Pretences; 
and whether we wanted Power or Inclina- 
tions to bid Defiance to Craft and Corrup- 
tion. Here are public Grievances, and here 
is a Call and an Opportunity to redrefs them. 
Here are Enemies in our Bofom, and here 
is a fit Occafion and Capacity to quell and 

difarm them If we are in Earneft, the 

Succefs is fure. In this Cafe to fucceed well 
is only to mean well ; and nothing but felfifh 
perfonal Regards can obftruft the public 
Good, which therefore, we hope, will not be 
obftruded at all. 

We may prefume, that no Man, who calls 
himfelf a lVhig y will make Delay or Diffi- 
culty, to come roundly into every Scheme 
which will bring Advantage to his Country, 
and Honour to himfelf ; we may particularly 
expeft that no Man who bears that Character, 

will 
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will oppofc or poftpone the Scouring of thofe 
Nefts of Pedants, who fill the Kingdom with 
Locufts and Difloyalty ; who, by their exe- 
crable Pofitions and Example, have diflblved 
all the Ties of Conference, and common Ho- 
nefty ; who have fandified the hellifli Sin of 
Perjury, and tacked Fame and Reputation to 
Sedition and Rebellion. They have been 
heaving at our Conftitution, railing at Li- 
berty, Civil and Religious, and poiToning 
the Nation Time out of Mind : So that 
I cannot fee how we can any longer neg- 
lect putting a Stop to this popular Con- 
tagion, without giving up the firft Law of 
Nature, that of Self- Preservation and Self- 
Defence. 

The Profpecl I have of the Cure of this 
great Evil, gives me Joy, as the Continu- 
ance of it has often given me Sadnefs ; and I 
amufe myfelf with the certain Expectation of 
a new and agreeable Scene. What I have 
faid may probably appear warm Language ; 
but it is entirely the Effedt of public Spirit, 
and of my own private Judgment. God 
knows, I have no perfonal Animofity to- 
wards thefe Men, who, as to their Morals, 

.deferve 
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deferve Pity ; amd, as to their Genius and 
Productions, are below Contempt : And, as. 
to their Income and Circumftances, no body 
envies them their Plenty and Idlenefi ; nor 
are we demanding a Reformation of Glut- 
tony and Lazinefs. All that we contend for 
is, the taking away of their Stings ; we will 
tolerate them to be Drones, but cannot allow 
them to turn our World upfide down. 
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PREFACE. 



S the Characters and Defcrip- 



*^<** tions in this little Treatije are in- 
tended for a Pifture of one Set of Men 
cnfyy who have diftinguijhed themfelves 
as much by their uncommon Practices 
and Pofitions, as 1 have done by this un- 
common Apology , 1 may reafonably hope 
that none will rail at it, who are not hit 
by it. Tberefore y if any Gentlemen pleafe 
to take it ill that I have publifhed their 
Pourtraitures, 1 am ready to thank 
them : Their Anger will be my Defence % 
and it will be fufficient, for the Juftijica- 
tion of my Copy, that there are really 
fuch Originals. They have long fat Jor 
their Eitfure, and the Features are fa 

pong 
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Jlrong and obvious, that it was fcarce 
poffible to mifs them. If they dppfar 
frightful, now they are drawn* the Fault 
is not in me. 

How amiable is the CBaraSier of a ! 

i 

Clergyman, when it is not Jlain'd by the: 
Wearer ! And every good Man will bo- j 
nour that Minifter who does not difhonour ■ 
bimfelf That there are ftill many fucb, 
is my Pkafure ; that there are not more, 
is my Concern., 

1 added an Explanation of this Kind by 
way cf Po/tfcfipt to the fecond Edition, 
and have prefix- d it as a Preface to the 
third. It may be necefj'ary to the Wilful 
and the Weak. 

The Gueffes which have been made a- 
bout the Author, give me Occafon to de- 
clare to the World, that my Name never 
yet was in. Print. 



is furprizing what fublime Confequences 



are produced by the humbleft Inftruments. 



JL One would think that Brafs is a Metal void 
of Comelinefs and Merit, either in Colour or 
Smell ; and yet a fuitable Portion of it, placed 
conveniently upon the Forehead^ does frequently 
entitle the Bearer to the higheft Stations m 
Church and State. It often makes a bold Figure 
At the Head of a Regiment, and often commands 
Attention at the Council-Table. In Weftminjltr- 
Hall ' it is loud, and therefore fuccefsful ; and, in 
Parliament, popular and perfualive, for the fame 
Reafcn. And then again, if you take it in an- 
other Capacity, it ftill carries all before it. Tho- 
mas a Becket was Archbifliop of Canterbury as 
have been fince feveral other good Dofiors of 
equal Meekaefs and Merit, whom my Fear of 
giving Offence keeps me from mentioning ; and, 
at this very Time, a certain Jpoftolical Gentle- 
man *, who (ball alfo be namelefs, is Cardinal 
of a great Church f betwixt Newgate and 7y- 
hurn. 

• Dr, SacbwtraU f Stt Andrew 's, Holbcrne* 
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Catholic Brafs, manifold arc thy Virtues! 
I admire thy Intereft, though I never felt thy 
Friendship; an obftinate Fellow, one Modefty 
by Name, never fufFering me tosnake Acquain- 
tance with thee. Thou fortunate Favourite of 
the Court and the Caflbck, many a fair Lady 
haft thou won, and many a fair Poft enjoyed ! 
Powerful alfo is thy Force in Argument : How 
invincibly haft thou fuppcrted the Divine Right 
of Kings and Clergy, their unbroken Succeffioo, 
and unlimited Power, to the utter Confulion of 
common Senfe, and the Bijhop of Bangor. 

But to proceed with the mighty Events that 
arife from contemptible Caufes; every body has 
heard that the famous Sir John IVhittington^ at 
his firft fetting out in the World, had no greater 
Cargo than a homely Tabby Cat, and (he too, 
like other mortal Merchandize, fubjeft to Tart 
and Tret. But (be proved a mighty Hunter, and, 
by her Teeth and Reputation, promoted her Fd- 
Isiv Traveller to the chief 'Poft in the chief City. 
And thus, to draw a Moral from the Story, The 
Deftrudion of Rats became the Generation of n 
Knight and a Lord Mayor. 

1 have heard, in foreign Countries, of a 
fiefhy-headed Chamber-Maid, who, from pinning 
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her Miftref$'s Rump, got aftride three Nations, and 
rode them almoft out of Breath; for {he was Cor- 
pulent, and, for the mod Part, had a Spur in her 
Head. 

Even the great Virgil became a Courtier by 
being a Farrier ; and a Tapfter has been the Ele : 
ments of an Ambajfador. 

Arts and Sciences themfelves have had their 
Birth from trivial Chance. Mufic, as fweet 
a Giil as (he is, had a dirty Anvil for her Mo- 
ther, and a bafe- born Hammer for her' Father, 
and was midwif d into the World by a footy 
Blackfmith. And Aftrology derives its Genea- 
logy from Cow-keeping, the Chaldaan Herdf- 
men having, while they looked after their 
Flocks, grown familiar with the Stars. Thus 
Venus had her Water firft watched by Ruftics, 
who, one would think, could have neither fuf- 
ficient Breeding nor Capacity for Pimping * 
but the moft elegant Arts were rude in their Be- 
ginnings. 

A Friar, whilft he was boiling up a Balfam 
for a broken Shin, {tumbled upon the Genera- 
tion of Gun- Powder, which was therefore con 

ceive* 
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reived in the Womb of a Gally-pot, made prig* 
nant by a Prieft. 

The great Pope Sixties the Fifth owed his tri* 
pie Crown to the Keeping of Pigs, and from a 
mean Swine-Herd mounted till he came to be 
Chief of another Herd, flill preferring an Analog 
between bis firft and lajl Employment. 

The great Tampion had never made Watche% 
had he not firft made Hob Nails. 

All this Wafte of Learning, which, in ether 
Hands, might fill many Books, may ferve to 
introduce the Manner and Motive by which I 
came to be an Author. Know then. Curious 
Reader, that a Stationer in the City having, laft 
Week, tru/ted me with an Inkhorn and the Ap- 
purtenances, I began immediately to make Ufe 
of it, and, upon a Trial of my Genius, I found 
I could make as good a Figure in Print as fome j 
other famous Writers, whofe Merit is beji known I 
to them/elves. I 

My firft Attempt was upon the Witty and I 
Voluminous Mr. Mift, the Journalift, becaufe ' 
1 would begin with fomething ftgnal at my firft I 

fitting I 
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fetting out. I found his Paper, after much 
Search, in a blind Ale-Houfe, near Hackly in the 
Mole. Having met my Rival for Fame, inftant- 
\y I drew my Pen, and, by feveral bold Strokes 
upon his Margin, difcovered plainly that Senfe 
and Modefty were not his Seconds, for they both 
proved mine. But, for all this dreadful Enmity 
between us, I will candidly own that the Jews x 
for whom he lately dreiW up an inimitable Peti- 
tion, have almoft as good* a Title as himfelf to 
*ne Sort of Advancement in a Cbriftian Common- 
wealth. My Antagonift would certainly fill a 
particular tall Poft, which is empty oftener than 
it Jhould be, with becoming Merit and Juftice. 
But fee, how thefe Parfons run away with Pre* 
ferments from the Laity ! This very Poft is, I am 
told, conferred, for the prefent y upon a genuine 
Son of the Church, who has confcientioufly deferr- 
ed it. 

Behold, kind Reader, A true and full Account 
of the Origination of this admirable Pamphlet, 
If Heaven fpare me my Life and my Inkhorn, 
it is likely I may fwell into Volumes, as divers 
and fundry ufeful JVriters have done for no better 
Reafon, 

Having thus fucceeded beyond Expectation 
in xtvf firft Eflay, I am emboldened thereby to 
E an 
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ap Undertaking equal, if poffible, to my lalt, 
and, from the Defence of Mr. Mift> I intend to 
pafs, perhaps naturally enough, to an Apology 
for the Reverend Parfin Alberoni, who, by the 
high Station he enjoys, of Vice-Roy over the King 
tf Spain, is become the Mark of much unrea- 
fonable Envy. This Tafk of mine will lead 
me to open and juftify the Grounds and com- 
mendable Aims of the fiourijhing Trade of 
Trieft-Craft, for which I promife myfelf the 
pious Thanks of the Convocation, the next 
Time it fits* 

I hope I fhall need no Excufe for the flbarp ' 
Things which my Zeal for the Church and the 
Cardinal will tempt me to utter. 

As to the trifling Charge againft my Client, 
that he has commanded his Pupil, to break thro' 
Faith and Treaties, and furprize his Neighbours, 
tho* it be very true, there is Nothing at all in iu 
I behold with Shame the Ignorance of Mankind* 
3s to what pajfes daily amongfi us. Do we not all 
know that Oaths and Obligations, when they are 
fo faucy as to fetter the Catholic Pleafure or Pro* 
fit of the unproteftant Clergy, are ever broken 
through by the whole Body, with great Portitudt 
and Unanimity ? Nor is there any Malignity in 

this 
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this convenient Piece of Wickednefs ; for the molt 
damnable Sin ceafes to be fo, as foon as the Prieji 
has unchriftened /V, and fucked out its Venom 
with a Salvo : When he has done this, as a godly 
Cafuift finely obferves, Licet ante peccaverint 9 jam 
nw peccant That is, The moft grofs Sinners are 
now innocent j being undamrted by the Priefu 

This ought to be meant of the Laity 5 for as 
to the Catholic Clergy, who are the avowed 
Porters of Heaven, and Comptrollers of its Powet 
and Keys, and Treasurers of its Wrath and Mer- 
cies, I cannot conceive they fliould be at any 
Time in an unfan&ificd State, let them do what 
they will. To us indeed, who being Laymen, 
and only the Beajls of the People, fee no further 
than the Externals of Things, a Parfon may ap- 
pear a very fad Fellow, and tainted with that 
which, in one of another Cloth, might feem great 
Lewdnefs. But alas ! they have an indelible 
Character which confecrates all their Aftions, and 
is the fpiritual Salt that keeps the Corruptions of the 
Clergy from ftinting. 

It may perhaps be not unbecoming my prc- 
fent Defign, to enquire a little into what Nook 
or Qjorter of the Prieft this indelible Character, 
E 2 ecu* 
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conveyed by Ordination, lurks ; and I think it 
is evident it cannot lodge in the Caflbck or Ha- 
bit, fince the fame has been often worn by Lay 
Girls, who, being only Companions to the holy 
Priefts in their Labours and Exercifes, could not 
pretend to take Orders* or be ever inftituted aid 
inducled. 

Nor can this ejfential and unalterable Spot refide 
in the Carcafs of the Prieft. For when a Liber- 
tine Levite has been malicioufly tojfed off a Beam,- 
and expired for Want of Footing, or died a 
tural Death of Debauchery, or in any other 
Manner worthy of himfelf, it has never been 
known that the faid Carcafs forgave Sins, or exe- 
cuted any other Branch of the Eccleftajlical Of" 
fice. For it is remarkable, that, when a Parfon 
is dead, he lies as quiet and peaceable as another 
Body, which is a Confutation of a Point gene- 
rally believed, That a Prieft is never a good 
Neighbour. 

I would not have it alledged that the above* 
named Stain of Priejlhood Hicks, like Bird- 
lime, to the Soul of the Do&or, when the 
fame has given his Body the Slip, or that be 
keeps his Orders, when hi has hjl bis Organs. 

Pro- 
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Profane Wits will make a Jcft of a Ghoft in 
Orders^ and, looking upwards, be furprized to 
find a Prieft in a Place where no one would expecl 
him. But let fuch a Scoffet be anfwerable for 
his own Mirth, I am fure I have a very good 
Meaning. 

However, though this indelible Character muft 
for ever remain a profound Myftery to me> whs- 
am but an uncircumcifed Lay- man, and tho' I 
am in Duty bound to know what I cannot under- 
ftand, I have ftill fomething further to fay in 
Defence of my favourite Cardinal^ his. leaping 
over Oaths, which, as I have already proved, 
cannot tie down a Churchman. 

Archbifhop Laud, befides his taking and ten- 
dering Oaths with an &c. which fame weak fa- 
natical Minifters would not fwallow, and were 
therefore, like filly Fellows, unworthy of their 
Cloth and Order ^ undone, becaufe they would 
not be forfworn ; I fay, befides this Eflay of 
his Perjury for the Good of himfelf and the 
Church, He and the King obliged the Clergy of 
Scotland to fwear to a Canonical Conformity to a. 
Liturgy, a Year before it was made. And I 
have read of a Monarch, a Glorious Church- 
m&ty for whom, once a Tear, many godly Re~ 
E 3 vilings 
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vilingj and FaMhoods are uttered, and many 
Handkerchiefs wet, who, befides many other In- 
fiances of his Sincerity and Devotion, fwore to 
the Efpoufals of one Lady, while he was engag- 
ed by Heart and Hand to another whom be after- 
wards married. 

What I would from hence infer in Favour of 
my Client, is, that if a Popifh Prince and a Po- 
pifh Prieft have as good a Right to be forfworn 
as an Englifb Catholic Prince, and an Englijb Ca~ 
tbolic Pr 'uft) the Cardinal and his Pupil ftand 
juftificd. 

You muft own, Reader, a Monopoly of Per- 
jury is not public fpirited — I do not indeed envy 
any of the Clergy their full Share, who may have 
been trading that Way \ but to engrofs the while 
Commodity would be unfair Trafficking. 

But to go on with my Apology—— Kings 
are accountable to none but God, and th$ Priefts 
to none but them/elves. As this Principle is ex- 
actly agreeable to the Pretenfions and Practices 
of the Church in all Ages, I would be glad to 
fcc that daring Infidel who calls it in Queftion* 
The Lay-lVorld may make Oaths, and take 

them, 
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them, but, fo long as their Force depends upon 
the Pleafure and Explications of crafty Clergy- 
men, they will be but of fmall Service to Man- 
kind. I will vouch for fucb Priefts, that they 
always fcorned to be barred by the trifling Re- 
gards of Confcience and Swearing, from the more 
^patholic Purfuits of their Pleafure and Power ; 
and Hiflory, both ancient and modern, will vouch 
for me. I will give Inftanccs. 

When the Prince is hard hearted-enough to 
humour the Church-men, by oppreffing and 
plundering the Laity, and politic enough to di- 
vide the Spoils with them, then it is Damna- 
tion to refill him, becaufe he has a Divine Right 
to be mifchievous to all Men but themfelves : 
But if his Majefty is fo ill advifed, as to pro- 
voke their Rage by his Benevolence to Man- 
kind; or, if by a fchifmatical Adherence to 
Truth and Liberty, he fruftrate their Hopes of 
making him a good Cburch-man % the Church 
grows prefendy in imminent Danger from Vir- 
tue and Moderation, who are notorious Dijenters 
from Orthodoxy ; and then it is little better than 
Damnation not to refift him, and Woes are de- 
nounced againfi 4he fearful Heart and the tveai 
Hand. 

E 4 A* 
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As to his prefent Maj«fty, there are thofc 
who have fore/worn to be true and faithful to 
him, over and over, and yet do not fo much 
as pretend they mean any fuch Matter. They 
fay they muft fwear or ftarve, which is a Con* 
feffion that they would rather be damn'd than 
faft. What -a Tribe of Simpletons were the 
Martyrs in all Ages ! their heterodox Nations 
made them erroneoufly prefer their Souls to their 
Bellies, and even to their Lives — And yet they 
had a ftronger Plea for conforming to Idolatry 
and Perjury, as Death and Tortures are Come? 
what more frightful than bare Deprivation——- 
But nowadays, by univerfal Con/ent 9 Tithes 
bear a higher Price than Confcience in any Mar* 
ket in Europe. 

In Edward the Sixth's Time, the Clergy, to 
fhew themfelves true Conformifts, forfook their 
Harlots and the Mafs, and were, to Appearance 
reconciled to one Woman and the New Tefta- 
ment. In Queen Mary's Reign they abandon- 
ed the Gofpel and their Wives, and re-became 
Orthodox Catholics, and, to prove it, grew godly 
Burners of all that had either a Confcience or a 
Bible. Upon Queen Elizabeth's Acceffion to 

the 
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the Throne, they once more, like conformaUg 
Friends to tbmfelves y fbrfwore and complied, and 
afterwards plotted and rebelled. But her Reign 
proved long and glorious* And indeed fome, who 
have not that Reverence for the Gown, which 
they ought to have, are of Opinion, that it is a; 
certain Symptom of happy Times, when the dif- 
affe&ed Priefts run mad and cabal ; for, fay they** 
while the People are fuffered to enjoy their own, 
the Clergy can have no Plunder ; whereas, in a - 
general OppreflLon, the Prince and Priefts gene- 
rally divide Stakes ' They add, that Wolves 
and Ravens never fare beft but where there are 
moft CarcalTes. But thefe Things Qught not to 
befpoken; and, 

I wonder how any Man in his Senfes dare fay 
fuch difrefpe&ful Things of the Officers of God 
Almighty 1 s Revenue, who alfo are a Board of Com- 
miflioners for managing his Power, or rather 
their own Power, by his Miniftration. 

In the Bufmefs of Excommunication, for In* 
fiance, do we not fee their Maker is made little 
better than their Executioner. He is obliged 
j)©t only to ratify their Sentence, but to deliver 
the Perfon excommunicate into the fafe Cuftodjr 
E 5 *f 
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of Satan, their Gaoler in Comitate Hril. The 
Prifoner, the while, not finding himfelf a bit 
retrained by his crediting Landlord, the Devil, 
goes to the Court, and for a little Money b 
abfolved, be' his Crime what it will, and this 
Sentence alio muft be ratified in Heaven, and 
the former unratified, and the great God, as if 
he were the Conftable of the Court, muft take 
the Prifoner out of a Gaol where be never was, 
and from the Cuftody of a Goaler whom lie 
never faw, and re-inftate him in a Church 
which perhaps he never owned. Thus is the 
Creator of all Things, and the Giver of all 
Good, made the Inftrument of their Anger and 
Avarice, and a Property to bring them Reve- 
rence and Money. 

Thefe Things are not at all aggravated here, 
and yet the bare Mention of them may feem to 
expofe them ; but I mean no more by it than to 
ftew the wonderful and inconceivable Power of 
the High Priefthoody who are as implicit ely obeyed 
in Heaven^ as they ought to be on Earthy and have 
the upper and infernal World as much in their 
Gift, as he has, who is the Maker of both $ 
nay, much more ; for, as a Reverend Do&or of 
our Church has it, be has given them his Com- 

mijfutn 
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mffion to dijpofi rf tbem y and he cannot contra- 
dt& bimfelf. • They will not allow the King of 
Kings the common Prerogative of pardoning a 
poor Film, once in a Seffions, without their Con* 
fent, and then he muft not be punifhed. How 
great and awful muft thefe Men be, who are thus 
abfohtte over the Abfolute, and Kings of the King of 
Kings f This may perhaps feem to reprefent them 
at no Friends to Monarchy, but this cannot be 
imagined, fincethey themfdves are the Monarch) 
of God and Men. 

After all this Omnipotence which I have prov- 
ed to be in the High Clergy, where is the need of 
believing in any other God, or of living as if there 
was one ? No, no, if you would be abfolved and 
faved 9 Believe in the Prieft 9 and live in the Fear of 
th$ Caffock. What can be more handy than our 
having a Forgiver and a Saviour in every Parifh, 
befides Deputy-Pardoners and Journeynten-Savi- 
ours ? 

There is indeed an antient Treatife named 
Scripture, which, if wo give any Credit to it, 
would be apt to ftagger this our Faith in the 
Clergy. It was of great Repute at the Refor- 
mation by a few Do&ors, who, not knowing 
their own Power, bafely facrificed the Intereft 
E 6 of 
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of the Surplice to that of Chriftianity. Bat 
their Succeflbrs, wifer than thefe old Fellows, 
and better Church-men, finding that the laid 
Book was pragmatical, and would be oppofing 
the Policy and Proceedings of their Society, tran- 
(lated all the Reverence which was formerly 
paid to that venerable old Book, to a Book of 
Canons, compofed on Purpofe, as a Rival to 
bring the other under Difgrace, infomuch that it 
is now for the moft Part condemned to the 
mean Office of teaching Children to read. A 
certain modern Bifeop has indeed done his ma- 
licious Part to reft ore it to its^r//?/WRegarSand 
Dignity, but, as he is %ealovjly oppofed by all the 
truly Orthodcx, it is hoped by many he will not 
fucceed. 

Commend me to the German Monk whom I 
have fecn mentioned fomewhere, I think, by 
Monfieur Le Clerc. This genuine Prieft, faith- 
ful to the Intereft of his Order, told his Peni- 
tents, in the Godlinefs of his Zeal, That there 
was a certain Book writ in Greek, called the 
New Teftament, which was full of Herefies ; and 
another certain Book 9 writ in Hebrew, called the 
Old Teftament, which, if they believed it, woiilJ 
make them all Jews. 



I would 



( i°9 ) 



I would recommend the Example of this Monk 
to our own Minks, but they have laved me the 
Trouble. 

There is an Outcry in the Mouths of too 
many of the Laity againft the High Clergy, which. 
I think is very unreafonable \ they accufe thegi 
of an implacable Enmity to Knowledge and II* 
lumination; which is very true, and yet very 
juft. How often mud thefe perverfe Men be 
told, That Learning and Eyes in the Laity are 
the greateft Caufes of the Contempt of the High 
Clergy ? Why fhould we be inquiring into 
Points which ought only to be believed tho- 
roughly, but never underftood nor conceived ? 
It ought to fuffice us to know that the Priefts 
know all Things. This might at firft have 
prevented DifTenters, and ought now to reclaim 
them. If we did but humbly and lazily fol- 
low our Guides, it would fave us much Trouble* 
and yet put them to nm. 

Befides, this Charge is too general ; for they 
.are always willing we fhould read and under- 
Hand thofe few Texts that fpeak civilly of the . 
Priefihood, and wifh, no Doubt, there were 
more of them* Nay, now and then they are . 

fo 
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fo courteous as to fplit, a Verfe in the Bible 
with us, and keeping one half to themfelvts, 
give us generoufly the other. For Example, 
Be wife as Serpents, and innocent as Doves, is a 
Text they feem very ready to divide with us. 
The Harmleffnefs of the Pigeon is at our Ser- 
vice, but we znuft not pretend to rob them of 
the Serpent. 

The cunningeft Serpent that ever was, I 
mean the Devil in Milton, compafied the Earth 
by Night, and could not endure the enlightened 
Side of the Globe. 

Tie Space of feven continued Nights he rode 
In Darknefs—. 

How agreeable the Policy of the Arch-Fiemd 
is to the other Gentlemen in Black, I need not 
explain. — Without Doubt, the Wlfdom end 
good Parts y even of the Devil, are imitable. 
Who can blame them for hiding Deformities 
and cloven Feet? Should Knowledge and the 
Scriptures be let loofe againft the High Clergy, 
what dreadful Havock would they make f Theft 
tnercilefs Informers would make their Reputation 
to be only Daub and Varnifh ; and their Wealth, 
onlyiforfjr and Pltmder: For what would not 

two 
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two fuch bold Libertines fwcar ? Can we blame 
Men for warding againft their mortal Foes ? 

For the Safety therefore of the Parfons, in 
their Fortunes and Characters, I will confult 
my intimate Friends^ the Two Houfes 9 about 
flopping the Mouth of the Bible, and Bifhop 
Hoadly. This, I hope, my Friends^ will cojji- 
ply with, for I know they love to do popular 
Things and will be , proud to pleafe the late Con- 
vocation. 

I have been long thinking of a Projedt to 
reconcile Religion and the Church to each 
other. They were originally intimate Friends^ 
but at prefent Scripture and High Churchmen 
live at mortal Oddt. 

I would not fay one Wbrd, upon any Con- 
sideration, to perfuade the High Clergy to give 
Chriftianity the upper Hand of their Intereft, for 
I love them too well to affront them : neither 
would I have them affright themfelves with 
my reconciling Dejign abovementioned, for I 
have given it over as utterly impracticable : But, 
as I am their Friend and. Apologift, I beg Leave 
to recommend to them the Removal of a few 
unpopular Qualities and Practice** of which they 
are fond* And 
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Firft, I would advife them to conceal that 
unprofitable Propenfity which is in them, to burn 
or ftrangle Diflenters. Perfecution is certainly 
a laudable Calling, when any thing is to be got by 
it ; and, in (*uch a Cafe, I am not for robbing 
the J3igh Clirgy of their Dues ; but at prefent 
there is neither Gain nor Credit in it: And, 
therefore, I befeech them, as they love them* 
felves, which is the ftrongeft- Motive my Inven- 
tion can diftate, to banifh this Pennylefs-Spirit : 
The Malignity of the Times has deprived them 
of the Power of doing Catholic Mi/chief and 
Murder for the Welfare of High Church. 

In order to perfuade them effe&ually to clofe 
with this my Advice, I pray fuch Clergy not 
to judge of other Men's Consciences by their 
own. It would be really wbimfical, in a few 
Men, who are void of Hearings to fet up fo? 
adjujling or retraining the Laws of Harmony. 
The Pleafure of Procreation is Greek and He- 
brew to an Eunuch ; and indeed to a Creature that 
is gelty Liberty of Cod-piece mujl have a very odd 
Sound. 

Another Point which feems wrong in them, 
is their ftiling themJelves the Ambaffadors of a 

gnat 
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great Potentate, who, I am afraid, will not 
own them. We all know their Injlruftions, as 
?nyjhcal as they would keep them, and I fear me, 
were they examin'd by them, like many other 
State/men, they would be found too great to be 
good. Should the late Earl of Mar, who hath 
given fome fhrewd Sufpicions of his being for 
the Pretender, take it in his Head to call him- 
felf King George's Ambajfador, would not his 
Praitices, in fome /mall Meafure, bring in Quef- 
tion his Profeffions ? The Application is eafy ; it 
is only fuppofing the Devil a Pretender to thg 
Kingdom of Heaven. 

There is, in a certain Diocefs of this Nation, 
a Living worth about Six Hundred Pounds a 
Year. This, and two or three more Prefer- 
ments, maintain the DoSfor in becoming Eafi 
and Corpulency. He keeps a Chariot in Town, 
and a Journeyman in the Country j and his Cu- m 
rate and his Cbach-Horfes are his equal Drudges, 
faving that the four-legg'd Cattle are better fed, 
and have Jleeker Cajfocks than his Spiritual Drey- 
Horfe. The Doftor goes down once a Yea* to 
Jbeer his Flock, and fill his Pockets, or, in other 
Words, to receive the Wages of his Ambaffy ; 
and then, fometimes in an Afternoon, if his 
Belly do not happen to be too full,, be vouch- 
safes 
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fafes to mount the Pulpit, and to inftrud his 
People in the Greatnels of his Character and 
his Dulnefs. This compofes the whole Parifli 
to Reft ; but, the Do&or one Day denouncing 
himfelf the Lord's Ambaffador with greater Fire 
and Loudnefs than could have been reafonably 
expefted from him, it rouz'd a Clown of the 
Congregation, who wak'd his next Neighbour, 

with Do]/} bear, Tom, do'Jl bear f Ay, 

fays Tom, yawning, what does he fay ? Say, 
anfwered t'other, be fays a plaguy Lye to be furt\ 
be fays as bow be is tbe Lord's Humbajfandor j 
but I do think he is more rather tbe L&rets 
Receiver-Genera^ for he never, comes but to 
take Money. 

Six Hundred Pounds a Year is, mdeflty fieaL 
ing, a competent Fee for lulling .the largeft 
Congregation in England afleep once in a 
Twelve-Month. ■ Such Tithes are the 

Price of Napping, and fuch mighty Odds there 
are between a Curtain -Lefture and a Cujbion- 
Leflure. 

The next Piece of Counfel I would give 
tbefe my Friends in Blacky is, that when they are 
caught in a fmall Crime, or fo, they would 
not always be throwing the Blame upon a 

Couple 
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Couple of civil Perfons and good Neighbours, 
called Flejh and Blood \ it is not fatisfa&ory* A 
Bear, when he is hungry, may eat up a good 
Chriftian, and give as ftrmg a Reafon for it-*— 
No, let them Sin as they Preach, andfcorrVto 
tell us why or wherefore. 

Their Ambition, of being fuch near Kin/men 
to the ApoJUes, has likewife done them a Dif* 
kindnefs, A Prjeft may be a boon Companion, 
and an admirable Church- man, and yet not be 
a Bit like his Conftn St. Paul. It is therefore 
for the Honour of the High Clergy, that I would 
have them drop their Alliance with the Saints t 
People will be making Jbameful Compart/ons, in 
which the Gown, I doubt, will fuffer 5 for 
know all Men, by tbefe Prefents, that Railing at 
the Government, and Undermining it, and 
the Contempt of Temperance and Oaths, with 
other Modes that are now deemed Orthodox, 
were not ApoftoUcal Virtues in former Days : And 
whereat Humility, Meeknefs, Patience, brother- 
ly Love and Charity, are, at this Day, every 
Mother's Son of them, judged Diffinters and 
Sc hi f maths 9 the fame were in fome fmall Repute 
many Hundred Years ago. Bat what is that to 
owpnfent ApoftUs? 
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I often amufe myfelf with confidcring ihe 
Greatnefsand Multiplicity of the Characters be- 
longing to the high Clergy. The meaneft Rea- 
der of them is a Kinfman to the Apoftles, and 
our Saviour's Lieutenant, and Door-Keeper of 
Heavin and Hell, and the Creator of Chriftians, 
and the For giver of Sins, and a Trumpeter, and 
a Watchman, and a Journeyman, aad — (I am 
out of Breath) an Ambaflador. 

But, as great Men as they are, it is hard, me- 
thinks, that an honeft Lay-Man, when he dies, 
cannot ftep up Stairs, without a Ticket from an 
Ambaflador, who is perhaps a-bed, or out of 
Humour, or taking his Bottle or bis Girl, and 
the like. 

My Friends, the Ambafladors have another 
Cuftom too, which favours not fo much of the 
Serpent as it ought to do* A Man cannot grow 
eminent for his Knowledge and Writings, but 
forthwith the Ambafladors grow fearful of him, 
and cry Atbeift at him. This I would pray 
them to forbear. I own I have my own Ends 
in giving them this wholefome Admonition 5 
for, to tell it to my dear Friend, the World, as a 
Secret, which I defire may go no further, 1 be- 
gin 
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gin myfelf to be mare than apprehenfivc of the 
Charge of Jtheifm, againft me. 

The High Church-men have, moreover, found 
it for their Intereft, Time out of Mind, that moft 
of their Foes fhould drink a Bumper to Beelze- 
bub next their Heart every Morning. Now, I 
declare I am not at all acquainted with the 
Devil, and I defire the Ambailadors, if he 
fhould tell them the contrary, not to credit 
him ; for, whatever they may think of it, he's 
j3L fad lying Fellow. 

Mr. Locke j I grant, gave them fufficient 
Caufe to abufe him, by his /peaking well of hu- 
man Under/landings and explaining the Scriptures. 
But for myfelf, I vow and proteft, upon the 
Word of an Author, I never yet did the High Cler- 
gy the leaft ill Office, by teaching Mankind either 
Reafon or Religion : I confefs, I love them 
both well enough to merit the Charaeler of an 
Infidel, but I keep my Affedtion to Piety and 
Truth, to myfelf, for Fear of provoking the 
Ambajfadors j they being engaged in another /«- 
terejl. 

I, who am their Apologift, muft own, it is 
" Hot Without Reafon they look afquint upon Hu- 
manity, 
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manity, and ufeful Knowledge, and Moderati- 
on, and the like Lay-Firtuet* A Man that 
wants Legs, would certainly think himfelf in* 
fultcd and reproached, fhould a pragmatical Fel* 
low take it in his Head to be dancing and cutting 
Capers before him. Folks that have no Teeth 9 do 
not love Cruji. 

But, notwithftanding all thefe friendly Con* 
ceffions of mine in Favour of the AmkaJjadors% 
I muft ftill pray them, for the future, to keep 
their Atheifm to themfelvcs, tho' they have a 
great deal of it to /pare. For* while there are 
a few left, who make bold to believe there is 
another God befides the High Clergy* an Adherence 
to Scripture and common Senfe will not fail to be 
approved by many % and would be by more^ were 
it thought confident with the Dignity and D*. . 
figns of the Ambaffadors, to permit the common 
People to return to their Senfes. 

But this, alas ! is not to be expe&ed, fo long . 
as Judgment and Under flanding are fo appa- 
rently oppofite to the Rights of the High Church t 

The Roman Clergy are jufiified in keeping i 
the Laity in Subjection and Ignorance, by a ^ 
bold Pretence to Infallibility ; Whereas oar High* \ 

Prieftft 
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Pricfts, equally bold, but let refcfonaUe, Would 
make us Slaves and Blockheads, and yet cannot 
give us a Rtafon for it. It is confefled they have 
a certain hard Word, named Orthodox* which is 
their Friend at a Pinch, and ferves them on all 
Occafions, for a ready Anfwer to every Objec- 
tion. But this fame Orthodox, tho' it fully con- 
vinces many good Churchmen? yet bath loft its ori- 
ginal Meaning, and, for many Ages, fignified 
either every Thing, or nothing. Indeed, when 
High Church hath her Hands unbound? Orthodox 
is a Word of high Importance, and conftantly 
fignifies the Pillory and Whipping-Poft, and the 
Church that hath thefe reforming Engines of its 
Side, is, of courfe the moft ApoJlolicaL 

This Orthodox has likewife been compelled to 
mean feveral other Meanings? upon feveral Occa* 
fions. Sometimes it is an Altar, and fometimes 
a Book of Canons \ fometimes a Convocation, 
and fometimes a Mob ; it is this Minute a Bi- 
Ihop in his Throno? and die next a Tithe-Pig. 
Now and then it is Slavery and unlimited Loy- 
alty,- and prefently it is Sedition and Rebellion, 
without Referve. It is a Tyrant when a Matter, 
and an Incendiary when a Servant, and either 
plotting Mifchief, or afting it. When it is a 
Dodor, it argues by ftrong Hand, and, as ill as 

6 it 
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it likes the Bible, it would keep it all to itfclf. 
When it is in Adverfity, it {hatches up the firft 
Remedy that comes to its Hand, lawful or un- 
lawful 5 but to others in the fame Circumftances 
it recommends Prayers and Tears, efpecialljr 
when they are to no Purpofe : If you give it all 
it aflcs, it will perhaps feem contented ; but if 
you (hew its hated Foe, Moderation* the leaft 
Countenance, it will fpit in your Face, and 
call you a Son of a Whore : For, whatever Dif- 
guife it appears in, it is very apt to be in a 
Palfion, and call Names ; nay, if its Hands are 
not tied, it will bite and fcratch, and kick, and 
fling, and bounce and bellow, and knock down 
all that come near it, unlefs they fwear a bloody 
Oath, they are for High Church. 

But, as ufeful as this Orthodox is to the Clergy, 
it will never juftify them, in the Opinion of 
impartial Judges, for marking the beft and moft 
elevated Spirits with the Brand of Athcifm. j 
Virtue, Learning, and Humanity, will find I 
Friends in fpite of Orthodoxy, and many of J 
the Laity will live in the Fear of God, let the I 
High Clergy take it ever fo ill ; and others will be ' 
Lovers of Truth and Mankind, at the Hazard . 
of being hated by High Church. 

I muft 
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I mufl now have fome Talk with my Friends, 
the Ambafladors, upon another Point, and that 
is their Claim of Divine Right to every Thing 
which they have a mind to call theirs. 

It is certain the Monks acquired mod of their 
Poffeffions by fuch Means and Arts as would 
have been fcandalous and diabolical, had they 
been pra£tis'd by Lay-Men. But Clerks only 
have the facred Privilege of tricking and playing 
die Devil for the Profperity of the Church. Now 
thefe Poffeffions of the Monks, tho' forfeited to 
the Crown by the Law, for having been frau- 
dulently got, and unjuftly kept, to maintain La- 
zinefs and Debauchery, are to this Hour claim- 
ed by our prefent Monks> as the undoubted Sue- 
eeffors of the other bald Vermin, in Purity of 
Doftrine and of Manners. Thus aiming in every 
Point to refemble- thefe their pious Predeceffors, 
they would willingly hold their Lands by Roguery 
and divine Right. 

The antient Monks were much more gener- 
ous and reafonable than the prefent Set ; for they 
gave their Bubbles an Equivalent for their Wealth 
— They would at any time Jockey away a fmall 
Tenement in Abraham'* Bofom, for a rich Ma- 
F nor 
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nor in England ; whereas our modern Monks, 
notwithstanding their avowed Authority over 
their Maker, and his Dominions above 9 are fo 
far from dealing like Chapmen, that, in Ex* 
change for our Pofleffions, they do not fo much 
as offer us a little Bargain in Paradife. If the 
Propriety of that Ground be theirs y they might at 
leaft tender a future Cottage for a prefent Palace, 
and -the rather, becaufe by Experience we know 
t hat, when we are at their Mercy, they allow us, 
in this Lift 9 little elfe but Dungeons, Whipg 
and Chains, and the lite Inducements to reve- 
rence the Priefthood, who, for the Good of our 
Souls j ufe our Bodies bloody ill. And it cannot 
be denied, when the Ambajfadors are let loofe, 
they aft as if they were, in Truth, tbo Scourges of 
God) by Divine Right. 

Now, I, their Apologift, do earneftly per- 
fuade the Ambafladors to drop this Claim. All 
the Laicks who read the Bible know there is no- 
thing of it in that Book, and they do not fee 
that the High Clergy live in fo good an Under- 
ftanding and Conformity with their Maker, as to 
merit from him a Grant of all the Lands in Eng- 
land by Word of Mouth. 
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What they have by human Right let them 
keep, and make much of it ; nay (to plcafc 
them) let them wrangle and go to Law about it 
as much and as often as they will — But this is 
a Hint they do not want. A Parfon's Bull and 
his Grey Pad feed on Tithe- Hay and Corn, 
which is the Provender of thefe Brutes by Di- 
vine Right* and yet I never obfcrved they grew 
fatter upon this divine Food than a Lay-Bull and 
m Lay-Stone Herfe % or were lefs addi&ed to Car. 
nality and Lewdnefi. 

I fliall fay nothing here of the Divine Right 
which doubtlefc the Ambafiadors have to Plura- 
lities and Non-Refidence : Only by the by, fup- 
pofe the Earl of Stair fhould defire his Majefty 
to make him Ambaflador to half a dozen Courts 
befide that of France* and undertake to execute 
all thefe Employments by his Footmen, I fancy 
his Excellency would be roundly told, That 
Difcharging an AmbalTy by a Curate is fuch a 
Sokedfin in Politics as a Lay-Minifter muft not 
be guilty of. 

I now proceed to another Catholic Topic, 
which is run into prodigious Luxuriancy and Ir- 
regularity I mean the good Art of Lying for the 
Fa Church. 
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Church: I do not intend to debar the Jmbaffa- 
4ors from their moft righteous and moft antient 
Pradice of martyring their Conference tp their 
Caflbck, and venturing their precious Souls 
againft the dangerous and fanatical Incroach- 
ments of their old Foe,. Truths which was ne- 
ver a Friend to the Trade of the Tippit. It if 
to be wifhed, however, that their laudable Zeal 
for this venerable Vfage were a little limited ; 
and therefore that it may not grow ufelefs by 
being altogether boundkfs, as it is at this Day, I, 
the Apologift for High Church, prompted by pure 
Affe&ion, will make bold to lay down two 
Rules to be obferved by the AmbaJfadors y who are 
Lyars for the Good of it, as well as Sir H. Wootton^ 
was for the Good of the State. 

And Firft, I implore them, as they love their 
precious Livings^ not to fib out of the Bible. I 
know it is the hardeft Thing in the World to 
break Men of a long and Jlrong Habit, particu- 
larly when they much delight in it \ but I pray 
them to confider that the Bible is the moft auk- 
ward Creature under the Sun at fathering a Lye. 
You may eafily know when he is quoted for a 
Falfehood, for, if you afk him, he will deal up- 
rightly with you, and tell you the naked Truth. 
It was a malicious Thing of our Anceftors, 

and 
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and a great Blow upon the Ambajadors, to 
teach ibis Foreigner our Language 5 for, ever 
fince he has been naturalized, and taught Engltjb) 
he blabs out every Thing he knows. 

Good Doctors, take Warning from the 
wretched Fate of a Brother DoSior, who, in a fu - 
rious Fit of Zeal to deftroy the Government, and 
fave the Church, took a PafTage or two out cf 
the Bible, that were not in it. Upon this fome 
unleavened Lay-Men, who had a fingular Affec- 
tion for the Scripture, but were bitter Enemies 
to High Church, went and confulted their Old 
Friend the Bible, who told them frankly, and 
like a Neighbour, that this Saviour of the 
Church had belyed him\ and, after fpending fome 
Moments in Admiration of the Dofior's IVant 
§f Memory, added, That the D oft or and he had 
never been, in the Ieaft 9 acquainted in all their 
Lives. 

A forg Stroke this upon our AmbaJJador, but 
it did not reft here. Thefe hard-hearted Lay- 
Men, preferring the Reputation of an obsolete 
JFreatife to that of a modijh Ambajfador, hung up 
the Story at tfeJlminJler-Hallj and then pub- 
Ufhed it to all the World. Which dreadful 
Ufege did fa provoke the meek Ambaflador, that, 
F 3 from 
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from that Hour to this, be could never endure 
Law, or Gofpel, or Truth, or good Manners ; 
but, being now both diftraded and hardened to 
a Degree* he fwears and rails, and lies more or 
lefs every Day in the Week, but mofi terribly on 
Sundays* 

Behold the Damage which accrues to High 
Church from the Aptnefs of the Bible to tell 

Tales ! 

This Boldnefs in us Lay- Animals > or, as a 
great Church- Man loves to call us, The Beafts ef 
the People^ to meddle with Knowledge, and 
ftudy the Word of God, is undoubtedly a (bane- 
ful Infult upon the Amhaffaders, and a manrfeft 
Impropriation of their Rights and Profits. But 
there is no Help for it, the Laity will, etgainfi 
all Reafon, be exerciilng their Reafrn y and 
judging in Things which, tho* plain and neeefi 
fary 9 ought to remain a profound Myftery. All 
this is the more intolerable, for that both the 
Prophets and Apoftles give a very harfh and" 
unkind Chara&er of our prefent High Clergy. 
It is well for thefe Calumniators and Loiv~Cburcb~ 
Men, that they are dead. 

Having 
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Having now (hewed the Ambajadors that it 
is by no Means fafe, even when High Church is 
in the greateft Danger, to lye for its Prefervation 
out of the Holy Scriptures, which are ever back* 
ward to own and vindicate the Caufe of the 
Cajfock ; I proceed to give them a Rule to lye 
by, when they fetch their. Falflioods out of their 
own Heads— And it is only this, to Lye with 
Probability. How many a glorious Catholic For* 
gery has been murthered by making it too Ca- 
tholic^ that is, too Monfirous ? What Pity it is 
there fliould be any Excefs in Piety and goad 
Works! 

Itt the Time of the late Rebellion I dined, 
by Accident, at a Gentleman's Houfe in the 
We/I , who made no Secret of his being a Ja- 
cobite, or, as he explained it, a true Church* 
Man. The Par/on, 1 found, was gone to the 
next Village, to cater for News, and, being - 
impatiently expefled by the 'Squire, arrived 
Juft as we were fitting down to Dinner. Well* 
DdAor, fays his Worfliip, What is the Word ? 
MAR, MAR, Sir, replied the Do£tor, 
Wfyat Jhould it be ? Here all the Family chuckled, 
perceiving the good Man had got a Packet 
that pleafed him. However, before he broached 
F 4 hi* 
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his beft News, he let us know that King Georgi 
(to whom he gave another Name) had got a 
Guard about him, confilling of Five Thou/and 
Turks, and Ten Thoufand Prefiyterian Parfons. 
Thefe ill Tidings made Madam figh for the 
Church, and therefore the* Doctor haftencd to 
tell her better. Come, Madam, fays he, bold up* 
Day dawns in the North, the brave Mar has Two 
Hundred Thoufand Highlanders well armed and 
principled, to ferv: your. Lady/hip and the Church % 
and Three Hundred and Four/core great French 
Ships of War were this Morning feen making 
towards Portfmouth. - The Lady thanked God 
with an Ejaculation, and his Ambaffador with a 
t Glafs of Sherry. He then proceeded to allure 
us, That the Duke of Argyle's Army had deferted 
to a Man, and that his Grace himfelf was fled in 
a poor Fifhing-Boat to Greenland, or fomewhere, 
far away \ that his Majejly had Jlole away frm 
St. JamesV, and was not to be found high nor 
low ; and that the Duke of Marlborough bit his 
Thumbs, and looked as pale as Ajhes. This great 
News procured' the Ambaffador t'other Glafs of 
Sherry, and Madam clapped t'other Cuftard 
upon his Plate. He then allured us, of his own 
Knowledge, that the Duke of Berwick had* on 
fome Occafton or other, given the Earl of Stair a 
terrible Box on the Ear, and ordered him to leave 

the 



( I2 9 ) 

the Kingdom in three Hours, on pain of his being put 
in the Stocks. A brave a Man this Duke ^/"Ber- 
wick, fays' a Booby at the Parfon's Elbow, the 
'Squire's eldeft Son. Ay, (ays the Parfon, and, 

Here is to Berwick the bold, 

And may his Grace live to grow old. 

He went on in this Wantonnefs of Fancy, and 
lyed and rhimed beyond all Bounds. The 
'Squire fqueezed him by the Hand, and put his 
Health round, and I faw nothing but Mirth and 
Gaiety. For myfelf, I laughed with the reft, 
and owned the Ambajfador's News to be ivonder- 
ful Jirange. He was afterwards very arch upon 
a Brace of Turks, and a Garden of Turnips 
that he planted in his Majefty's Bed-Chamber. 
But as he was going on with his News and Ca. 
lumny, and ju/l Jhipping off the Royal Family, 
fpr whom he had provided a Lodging fome- 
where in Holland, an honeft Gentleman came 
in with the printed Account of both the Battle* 
of Prejlon, and that of Dumblain 5 for, living 
far from a Poft-Town, he had his Letters but 
once a Week. The Ambajfador was inftantly 
taken with an Occafion to make Water, and 
left both his News and his Cuftard unfinifihed- 
But I told the Gentleman the Wonders the 
F 5 Doctor 
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Dodor had told us, and he (hewed Us the rtKtti*- 
ftrous Impoffibility of them ; which had fo good 
an Effe&, that though he continues his Trade 
to this Day, and lyes as fervently as ever, efpe- 
cially from his wooden Sancluary, yet the per* 
verfe People uncharitably rcfufe to be any longer 
his Rogues and Zealots ; whereas, before this 
his unhappy Dete&ion, he could fet them a 
Railing and Swearing, and Mobbing, at his 
Cbrlftian Pleafure. It h true, many of the good 
Women are ftill his Believers and Conformijts ; 
but this is afcribed to a Caufe not quite fo 
fpiritual. 

Take Warning, O Reverend JmhaJ/adors, . 
from the forlorn Mifcarriage of this your Hun* 
derlng Brother, who, tranfported with Orthodox 
Zealiy carried a well-meaning Lye beyond the 
Bounds of Likelihood, and has thereby utterly 
difabled himfelf from ferving the Church and his 
Order, as long as he lives — Better, oh better 
he had been a- bed that inaufpicious Day, tho* 
with his Hand-maid as tifual. 

Not Jo the artful and eloquent Father Francis § 
who holds forth a Lye, and weeps over a Lye, 
with a praife-worthy Cunning and Dexterity. 
He dreifes up the pretty Puppit fo amiably, all 

at 
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at the Coft and Charges of bh own Fancy, and 
laments over it £0 movingly, that there is not a 
dry Eye, nor a dry Handkerchief, in the whole 
Congregation. The Tears and Rage of his 
Hearers are equally in his Power ; the whole 
OAler would, no Doubt, envy him, were he 
not, though greatly lewd, an excellent Church* 
Man. 

He was once railing the Pity of his Hearers, 
for a hopeful^ unfortunate young Gentleman, 
who, though born to three great Ejiates 9 was fo 
ill ufed and perfecuted, that he had not a Hovel 
to put his Catholic Head in. In Ihort, he de~ 
fcribed the poor Lad's Circumftances fo artfully* 
and lamented him fo pathetically, that I thruft 
my Hand into my Pocket, and, had the Pre- 
tender been within three Pews of me, I fhould 
infallibly have reached him half a Crown ; a 
larger Charity than I give to every poor Body m 
I perceived the fame Sympathy and Commifera- 
tion in the Looks of the whole Church. 

On every 30th of January, how many Butch- 
ers does he fend Home, calling for their Clea. 
vers, to hew in Pieces all the Prejbyterian Devils^ 
that had a Hand in the Slaughter of the Mar- 
tyr! For it is a ftanding Maxim and Refolve 
F 6 amongft 
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amongft the AmbaJJadors, That all the Diflent- 
ers, who ever lived, or (hall live, to the End 
of the World, muft be the very individual Men 
that murthered King Charles the Firft with their 
own Hands. Another Time he gave us a fright- 
ful Image and Description of Oliver Cromwelfs 
Ti/ne *, but he threw fo many Modern Incidents 
into the Character, that the whole Congrega- 
tion miftook him to mean the prefent Reign, and 
I, like a Booby, amongft the reft, was of the 
fame Opinion ; and he put me fo out of Hu- 
mour with the Court and the Miniftry, that I 
fnatched up my Hat and Cane, and went direfl- 
to expoftulate with a Secretary of State, upon the 
dreadful Doings and Mifmanagements which Friar 
Francis had pointed at ; I likewife intended to 
admonifli the Courtiers to be ruled by the High 
Clergy, if they expetled to profper. But, when I 
came to St. James's, I found that Things had 
quite another Face there, than when they came 
out of the Mouth of Friar Francis. So I kept 
my Bufmefs to myfelf, and fneaked off, warned 
however to truft no more to the Reprefentations 
of this Reverend Father in Guile. 

But, I hope, for the fake of the Ambajfadcrs, 
no body elfe will take the fame Pains to be un- 
taught the Apojhlical Forgeries, which their Ex- 
cellencies 
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cellencies may find it convenient to broach from 
Time to Time — Such a rafh Proceeding would 
utterly deftroy the Credit of the Caflbck. But 
my honourable Friends know themfelves very fafe 
in the conformable Credulity of their Hearers : r 
And yet I mult ftill praife that wary Doclor moJl 9 
who lyes be/?, that is, like Friar Francis, mojt 
artfully. He well knows, that the pious Art of 
Faljhood is the only Engine they have left to de- 
fend the Reputation of the Crape, and to wound 
that of their great Rival for Power, the Go- 
vernment. He therefore manages with Care 
and Art this laft Shift. 

I have already given a Reafon fufficient, why 
Oaths ought not to Hamftring the Ambaffadors, 
to which I will here add, in Defence of the in- 
nocent Sin of Perjury, that if their univerfal Cu- 
ftom and Practice in all Ages be of any Force, 
as fometimes Cuftom alone creates Law, then 
here is an Apology in a few Words, for fuch 
Genuine Craftfmen as have forfworn to his pre- 
fent Majefty for the Prefervation of their Cup- 
boards and Tithes* of which the Holy Church hath 
made them Ovcrfeers. It is not, therefore, with- 
out valuable Confederations, that the confeientious 
High Priejls have reconciled themfelves to this 

innocent 
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innocent Sin, and made Perjury the eajieft Tafk 
under the Sun. Not but that the conformable, 
good Creatures can abftain from it (as much as 
they are ufed to it) when there is more got bj 
Non-Juring. 

I knew the Ambaffador of a Parijb near the 
Bath, who had for many Years fworn and 
prayed with conjrant Conformity, and enjoyed 
his Living and his Odober, without the leaft 
Tumult in his Confidence, till the Beginning 
of the late Rebellion ; but this fame Confcience 
of his (being fomething of a Time-Server) no 
fooner heard that the Highlanders were rifen, 
but it began to rife too, and gave the Doclor 
feveral Hints, which he thought were juft and 
reafonable. In fhort, it drew up a Remon- 
ftrance to him, by which it appeared, that, if 
he did but handle the prefent Opportunity well, 
be night hid fair to get fomething, without lofing 
any Thing. The Doclor was ready to follow 
the Advice of fo rational a Confcience, and fo 
pretended ' to quit his Parifli, becaufe, as he told 
his People in a doleful Difcourfe at Parting, he 
could not, with any Confcience, pray for a Prince 
who had no Right, and fo forth. Thus the 
Doclor feemed to risk a fmall Living for the 
Good of his poor Soul, and a Deanry : And only 

feemed 9 
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feemed, for, being as cautious as he was eonfci- 
entiouS) he had his Church fupplied with a De- 
puty- AmbaJJador, vulgarly called a Curate. How- 
ever, the Doclor enjoyed the Honour and Cha- 
racter of a Confeffbr for a few Weeks, and then 
the Defeats of Mar and Forjter gave him fuch 
convincing Proofs of his Majeftfs Right, that his 
courteous Conscience, the beft-natured yielding 
Thing alive, made him and Perjury cordial 
Friends once more. He took the Oaths, and 
kept his Parifh, and prays now for the Go- 
vernment with the fame Sincerity as ever. 

Before I have done, I muft have a little Chat 
with my Friends, the Ambajfadors, upon the 
Head of Politics i and I cannot but conceive 
they are fomewhat too fickle and changing in 
their Friendjhip and Enmity to Princes and States ; 
and Inconftancy in Schemes is an eflential Er- 
ror in Statefmen. 

The Ambajadors were, for fome Time, ex- 
ceeding fond of the late French King, who in- 
deed took prevailing Methods to pleafe them. 
In the firft Place he exerted the full Preroga- 
tive of a Monarch by Divine Right, upon his 
Lay-Subjecls, and treated them as Slaves, born 
t§ breathe but fir his Pleafure* Secondly, He 

ftrove 
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ftrovc glorioufly, by Frauds and Violence, to 
deftroy the moft powerful and moft obnoxious 
Neji of Republicans in the World, dull Dutch- 
men 9 that will be for Trade and Liberty of Con- 
fcience, let our High Clergy fay what they will to 
the contrary — . Thirdly, (O glorious Article !) 
He exercifed fuch wbolefome Severities on Dif 
fenters, that every true Churchman ought to 
tvorjbip him to all Eternity. And yet, after 
all this complicated Merit, they withdrew their 
Proteclion from him, as foon as he grew Friends 
with King William. But he quickly merited 
their Smiles ; for he bravely broke his Faith, 
and fell a murdering the D— d Dutch again : 
And, during the whole Courfe of the War, they 
continued to grieve for his Loffes, and to curfc 
the Duke of Marlborough for flopping the 
Courfe of his moft Chriftian Cruelties. But ftill 
they grumbled at his Slownefs in lending them 
a few Ships and Troops to do a certain Job which 
they had much at Heart , becaufe it would have 
changed the il-contrived Model of our Laws and 
Religion, into a Fcrm more pleaftng to them. 

The Regent too was honoured with their good 
Graces^ while he was fufpc&ed of aiding the 
Rebellion for High Church \ but, now it appears 
3 he 
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he has no Spite againft their Country and Con- 
futation, they have taken up a mortal one at 
him. 

Sweden was once the only Objeft of their Af- 
fedion and their Prayers, whilft its King was 
expe&ed with a Fleet and Army to refcue High 
Churchy by Fire and Sword, and Popery, from 
the Danger of a Protejlant Government. But 
Sweden failed them, and prefently 

The C%ar of Mufcovy got into their Favour, 
and it was ftrongly hoped, that that meek Alo- 
narch would fet Fire to the Nation, and help 
High Church \ and, though he baulked them, the 
Amhajfadors are ftill fond of him, he having, by 
his Humanity to his Son and fever a I others, fliewn, 
that he knows the life of wholefome Severities j be- 
fides, 'tis thought he has no good Will for Eng- 
land. 

The Turk was at one Time a very popular 
Church-man, for he was at War with the Chri- 
flians, and therefore— great Things were expect- 
ed from him by the Amhajfadors, for the Profpc~ 
rity of High Church : But Prince Eugene \ who is 
not a good Church* man, drove their Mahometan 

Friend back to his Whore-Houfe again.— - 

Even 
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' Even the Emperor himfeif, when it was it" ' 
ported he had given his Sifter to the Pretender, ; 
was hentured with the Characler of a TFell-wiJhr ' 
t: the High Church of England j but, that Lye net 
fnrirsg true, his Imperial Majejry loft Ground 
amongft the Ambjjjcdtrs, and is at prefent in 
xuch Diicrace with them, that nothing, but bis 
g.-ing .v J/j/ i, makes them keep Meafures with 
him* 

The Dutch were ever the Objefls of their In- 
dignation and utter Averfion, but, at this pre- 
fent Time, even tbefe Republicans, and AVCAri/- 
rrj'.v, by their Slrxnefs in fgning the S^uadrupk 
Ailiana, have won the Hearts of our Ambajfa* 
dcrs, and the Hcgan Afcgans have now the good 
Fortune to be deemed judicious and moderatt 
Schifmatics ; but I am in great Dread, that they 
will vtryjh.r:i\ anger High Church again. 

But Parf:n A'.iercni, my Client \ is, of all the 
Potentates in Eur:pe, the Pcpe himfeif not ex- 
cepted, their prefnt Fjtsurite and Darling, as I, 
though unworthy, expert loon to be, for pen- 
ning this un«n.iv:i\ib!e Encomium upon Him and 
Thtm. 
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Their Love of this potent High Church-man^ 
who, like another Cardinal Laud, leads his Pu- 
pil by the Nofe, and the Purfe-ftrings, can pro- 
ceed from nothing but their Fondnefs for Works 
of Charity, to which, it feems, my Client fhews 
a flrong Inclination, particularly, in an Injlanct 
cr two that cannot butpleafe the Church. 

We all know there are leveral worthy Engltjh 
Gentlemen, the good Friends of our Ambaffadors^ 
and loyal Sufferers for High Church, who live like 
Vagrants in Italy, and are fed with Crumbs from 
the Pope's Table. Now the loving Cardinal has, 
in his Royal Bounty, invited thefe pious Prote* 
JiaHU into his Kingdom* offering them a Mode!, 
and a Bed, though it is feared the prefent Parlia- 
ment hath taken fuch uncatboiic Refohtions as 
may put the Cardinals Majejly out of Humour, 
and tempt him to change bis Mind. 

Sir George Byng too is never to be forgiven by 
any Man who wifhes well to the Church and 
Uniformity, for creating fuch a dangerous Scbifm 
in the Cardinals Fleet* who were too Orthodox 
Catholics to digeft the dreadful Herefy of Prote- 
Jlant Powder and Ball. 



It 



It wis Tuct \- i' Giri! rreii the Heads 
of ! j many mr; Jrr^rr*'-;, - were Men of 
pta: table Eskz'.ii*** sS.z \ 't iLi-zliizs Fight- . 

It is tr-e they cfu^z i: rehired them- 
Ici'/ci i.ke Htro*:^ when the; -vv:.r : : the 
in the Marqui; de Bere:;: L T.:f = Paper, where 
h/. Kxcc.icr.cy has made :L»"i tew the true Spa* 
hijl Kramer- , iy b citing f.r G-zrge bravely, and j 
running awiy :r:rr. : :-:c;>. And it is plain I 
to a!l ire Wcrli, tr*: iztj (hewed, by a fctf 
I.i'hti they fecrced ta die topieafe xhzXmerciUjs 
lhrctick. 

I couIJ :dz miry Particulars to illuftrate the 
Worth of rr.y cr/wii Client, Par/on Alberoni, 
wh',fc gre^t Cap^cry is ruli his Mafter is vifible 
to Mankind. I ccuM likewife infift, that he ha» 
as good a Right as any other Prieft or Vicar what- 
soever, to acl as becomes his Order ; by nourifiiing 
War and Defolation. 

But I will wave the Detail of thefe Points, 
though there is a great deal in them, having a> 
grand Thing to urge in his Behalf, which renders 
iiim iliigul ar i y dear to all true High Church-men. 

Reader, a Word in your Ear ; Parfon Alheroni 

intends, 
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j, if King George would but let him, t% 
a nd the Church-Lands. 

) Sanftum fajiumque diem ! 

ring left this important Whifper upon the 
r*s Memory, I {hall fay no more. 

5. Not one of the numerous Anfwers, 
will be made to this jfpology, will be worth 
g. But, at the earnefi Requeft of my 
Her, I defign to write and pubJifh a Reply t§ 
, which I defire every body to buy. 
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APOLOGY 

FOR THE 

Danger of the Church. 

PROVING, 

That the Church is, and ought to be 
always in Danger ; and that it would 
be dangerous for her to be out of 
Danger. 

Being a Second Part of the Apology for 
Parfon ALBERONI. 

Firft Printed in the Year 1719. 
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HE Profpe£ of doing great and ufeful 



done them, muft needs be Matter of Pleafure 
and Triumph to a Mind honeftly *mbitk>us. It 
is therefore no little Joy to me to relied, that I 
have been a Perfon of notable Moment and Sig- 
nificancy this Winter ; by my ftrenuoos De* 
fence of High-Church, and the Trad* thereof. 
I have placed its true Sons and Overfeers in a 
true Light, in which every, one may behold 
them, and bow down with bis Face U the Earth. 

As all pious Deeds meet with fome Reward, 
either in the internal Satisfadion of the Mind, or 
from the Monuments of Praife erefled by Man- 
kind to the Doer I have no Reafon to fay that 
my late Apology went without its Recompence ; 
fince by it I have gained, what I fincerely aimed 
at, to the genuine Prieftbood all due Honour, and 
to myfel f But it becomes me, who ani 

but a private Gentleman, to ferve my Country for 
nothing. 
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There is, however, fome good Fortune ge- 
nerally attending the brave Man who draws ir 
Defence of the Church. She is a lucky old Bo- 
dy, and few find Caufe to repent of having dotf 
her a good Turn. I myfelf, her weak, though 
voluntary Champion, am two Pair of Shoes and 
a Beaver the richer, for wearing out three Pens, 
and exhaufting a Halfp'worth of Ink in her Ser- 
vice. I (till want a Sword-knot and a Tooth- 
pick-cafe, which I make no Queftion of earning 
in a few Days from the Steeple. I have for that 
Purpofe, at this very Jun&ure, feventeen Pam- 
> phlets in my Head, all carved out into propei 
Method and Paragraphs, and ten of them arc 
already fold to my Bookfeller, who purchafes 
my Brains at fo much a Sheet. I would will- 
ingly fell him the other fevcn, and throw two 01 
three little ones into the Bargain ; but he fhaka 
his Ears, and feems to fay, He has ventured enough 
already. 

In this Manner is my pregnant Head become 
an Office of Wit and Manufcripts, to be em- 
ployed wholly in the Intereft of the Sacred Brm 
of Aaron. 

Purfuant to this I have a Projeft now t or 
Foot, which, if duly encouraged, will tend tc 

th< 
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the univerfal Credit and Emolument of the dif- 
treffed High Church. In fliort, it is my Purpofe 
to expofe my Head, and the Furniture thereof* 
to Sale by Au&ion, at St. Paul's Chapter-houfe, 
on the 30th of May next.; at which Time and 
Place, 1 do hereby humbly hope and beg the Pre- 
fence and Encouragement of all the Reverend 
Zealots within this Realm. The Particulars arc 
as follows : 

A CATALOGUE 

Of unborn Pamphlets, and Satyrs, to be pub- 
Hfh'd as foon as they are brought forth, for the 
Benefit of High Church, and her hopeful Boys, 
the Parfons. 

Imprimis* The Nature and Neceffity of an Ec- 
defiaftical Delirium, or the Art of holy Foaming. 
Written in the Stile of the eloquent Dr. Sache- 
vcralL 

2. The Holy Monopoly ; or, a new Convey- 
ance of an old Grant, fign'd and feal'd above ; 
proving the Clergy to be the natural Lords of all 
the Women and Land in Great Britain* and the 
rightful Occupiers of both, in Spite of all Lay — 
and Rent-Rolls whatsoever, — A valuable Pamph- 
ct. 

G 2 3. The 
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3. The Tribe of Iffadmr ; or, an Argument 
to prove that the Laity have a Right to no Li- 
berty, but that of being Slaves to the Clergy. 
To which is added an Appendix, proving that 
the Parfons ought to govern-the World. 

4* The Kfofkrn Paradox ; or, a Demonftnh 
tton that iUngodlinefs may be Oithodox, and a 
good Life damnable. The whole being intended 
for a Defence of the Reverend Dr. Sacbeverall, 
and a Reproof to Mr. Whifion. 

5. The Truth of Contradiction ; or, Church* 
Arithmetic, demonstrating, That .thru is 
and one is three, 

6. The Unreafonablenels of underftanding tbe 
Scripture. 

7. The abfolute Neceffity of underftanding 
our Duty to the Cfergy. 

8. The Innocence of Perjury and Rebellion, 
§n one Side. 

9. A plain Proof that Laymen may lawfully 
commit Sin, if tbey will pay for it, and kneel for 
Pardon to the Clergy. 

There 
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There are feveraj more MSS. of the like Na- 
ture and Tendency, which may be feen at 
the Place of Sale, with the Price marked upon 
them. 

I have already confeffed, that my humble At- 
tempts to ferve High Church have not altogether 
miffed their Recompence ; and if the late blejfed 
Martyr i Jemmy Shepherd, with fome other or- 
thodox Gentlemen, who fought and were hanged' 
for High Church, did not fare fo merrily, it was' 
becaufe the Clergy were not confulted and obey- 
ed, as queiiionlefs they ought to have been. But 
.this it will ever -be, while the King and Parlia^ 
ment are fuffered to act independently on tht Con- 
vocation. 

Since therefore I haVe fucceeded in my honeft 
Endeavours, to fet up the Parfons as the Idols of 
the Univerfe, I cannot, : in Gratitude to them 
and myfelf, forbear purfuing my Bh>w, till I 
have fatiated their holy Leachery, and Mr. Lefli/s 
Prophecy, by perfuading Mankind, to. fall down 
before them, with their Faces to the Earth, arid lien 
up the Duft of their Feet. And, when I have once 
obliged the Lay Gibeonites to be as refpe&ful and 
wiferable as becomes them, the High Clergy and 



( ISO ) 

I will fit down together, and facrifice to Wine 
and Tobacco. 

In the mean while it (hall be my prefent Task 
to Confound Gainfayers, by v proving, That tb* 
Church is 9 and ought to be in Danger y and that it 
would be dangerous for it to be out of Danger. 

But, before I proceed, I muft, for my own Se- 
curity from Cavillers, and for the greater Clearness 
of my Difcourfe, fettle the Idea which I and all 
Men ought to have of High Churchy by defining 
the Word. The Churchy tben y is a fable Society 
of Gentlemen, wearing broad Hats and deep Gar- 
ments j who poffefs great Part of the Wealth and 
Power of th$ Worlds and would have All, as a Re*, 
ward for keeping Mankind in decent Ignorance and 
Bondage* 

And now I enter upon my Defign, with great 
Alacrity of Heart. 

I own the Gofpel makes this Story of the 
Church's Danger a mere Fable ; but be it alfo 
known, that, tho' our Saviour fays the Gates of 
Hell (hall not prevail againft it, our High Par- 
fons will not take his Word for it. I am forry with 
all my Heart, for the great Mifunderftanding and 

Difference 
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Difference which there are between Jefus Chrift 
and his Ambafladors, almoft in every Point of 
Belief and Pradice ; and, I confefs, it is very 
odd, that they who pretend all their Power to be 
from him, fhould not credit his moft folemn Pro- 
mifes ; but I fee no Remedy for thefe Things. 

I, that am a Layman, find great Comfort in * 
being a Chriftian and a Believer ; and particularly 
I am fo much of a Heretic, as to think, that, 
when our Saviour 1 faid his Father was greater than 
he, he did not tell a Word of a Lye ; I know his 
Ambafladors are of another Opinion > but I have 
Faith in Chrift Jefus. 

The Danger of the Church comes from di- 
vers Caufe$, the principal of which I (hall rec- 
kon up* 

And firft, common Senfe and Sobriety arc 
great Enemies to the Church. While Folks 
are fober and rational, they carl fee about them, 
and want that large Competency of Blindnefs, 
which fo eminently qualifies a Man for a good 
Churchman. So long as they are deftitute of that 
TitU to Orthodoxy, they will be attending to the 
Means of their own Intereft and Sa/ety, tbtn 
G 4 -whicji 



( 1*2 ) 

which no greater Rubs can be thrown in the 

Prieflhood's Way. 

Not many Years ago, when we were beating 
our .Enemies, and defending ourfelves and JSfa- 
7 ope from Chains ; when Succefs and Reputa- 
tion attended us Abroad, and we flourifhed in 
Peace and Security at Home * an ignorant Perfon 
would think we were a happy People, and indeed 
we were fo : But what then ? Our Happincfe, 
Virtue, and Concord, were Hot only utterly in- 
contiftent with the Welfare of the Church; bat 
put it into terrible Danger : And therefore all 
her true Sons bent their whole Might and Zeal 
*o relieve her by diftra&ing the Nation; and 
their pious and fiery Endeavours, at laft, made 
the People mad, and the Church fafe. Its 
ftrongeft Votaries, the ingenious Vulgar, drank 
away their Reafon and Humanity, and com- 
mitted Bloodfhed and Blafphemy, every-where, 
for the Church, with vaft Zeal and Succefs ; and 
the Church gather'd mod Strength, when Reli- 
gion and Reafon had leaft. As for thofe Fana- 
tical fober Rogues, that kept their Senfes, they 
were devoutly knocked down by thofe who were 
fo Orthodox as to have none. At this blejjed 
Juncture the High Clergy had the Happinefs to 
fee more Blood and Beer drawn for the Church, 

than 



{ »si ) 

than ever had been before on any Occafion what- 
ever. And it is always an infallible Sign of High 
Church's Health and Profperity, when the Bufi- 
nefs of Excifemen and Surgeons increafes beyond 
Meafure. 

It will fall naturally under this Heady to ob» 
ferve who are the Church's beft and ftancheft 
Friends. 

And in the firft Place, there are many Noble 
Lords, who are born Friends to the Church, and 
Eve and die in that Friendfhlp. There is the 
little Lord j/pemore, who has bellowed his whole 
Heart upon Parfons and Race-Horfes. He knows 
nothing elfe, and, happily for the Church, dares for 
nothing elfe. He feems with. St. Francis to 
be an implacable Foe to all human Knowledge 
*nd Charity ; but he can fay the Athanafiati 
Greed, drink Damnation to the Whigs, and is, 
•pon the whole, a Compleat Churchman. Lord 
jfpemore was once drinking a Health to hid 
Horfe Frederic, and, among thofe who heard it, 
h went round $ but, when it came to the turn 
of a Whig in Company to drink, he, being 
thick of hearing, miftook, and, throwing up 
bis Hat with loyal Noife and Affe&ion, drank 
Prince Fnderic. Upon which the Peer, rifing 
G 5 from 
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from his Seat, Dam me, Sir, what d'ye mean % 
Sir t Dam me, Sir, if ye know where you are, 
Sir ? Dam me, Sir, we knew no Prince Frederic 
here, Sir j and Dam me, Sir, we are drinking 
* better Man's Health, Sir. This excellent Speech 
has gained his Lordfhip the Reputation of a Wit, 
and a brave Man, among all the Parfons and 
'Squires round the Country. 

Corpulus is another Right Honourable Perfon, 
who has been a true Church- man from bis Cra- 
dle. To a ConcuJJion in that Machine it is 
thought he is indebted for his Orthodox Principles* 
and his Security from the dangerous Influence of 
human Reafon. I could give ample Proofs of 
this, but his Lordfhip through the whole Courfe 
of his Life has done it to my Hand. He makes 
a Joke of the King's Title, and of his own 
Oath to maintain it ; he is as honourably igno- 
rant as becomes a Great Perfonage and a true 
Church- man, and he never goes to bed without 
f wallowing eight Quarts, and as many Thou- 
fand Oatbs. Let the World judge if this Man 
be not a cordial and approved Friend to the Hie- 
rarchy. 

The Lord Syntax is pad Forty, and has all 
the Rules of Grammar by Heart 3 but, no twit li- 
lt anding 
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/landing this great Accomplifhment, the Cowl is 
not yet taken off his Face, and he is ft ill a Minor. 
But, being a Babt in common Senfe, he is confe- 
quently a refolute High Churchman. 

Lord Gemini does likewife demand honourable 
Mention on this Occafion. Nature was very 
negligent when foe made this Great Man, for 
he is an unfini/h'd Piece of brown Earth, and his 
Mind (if he has one) tallies exaQly to his Out- 
fide. He cannot (hut his Mouth, nor hold his 
Tongue. However, half made as he is, he is 
full of bright Zeal; and, when he is in the 
Houfe, he feems to mean feveral Speeches for 
the Church, but no Mortal is fo well bred as to 
hear him : And yet, his Mouth, as I faid, 
being always ready open, he proceeds eter- 
nally. 

I confefs that Earl Talman, though he is a 
Church-man, wants two effential Qualifications 
for that Character : He has Senfe, and he is ne- 
ver drunk. But, quoth Cato, who had not a 
due RefpeA for Priefthood and Tyranny: Solus 
Cafar ad evertendam Rempublicam fobrius accejpt. 
To be juft to Earl Talman, I grant he was twice 
a Whig upon valuable Con/derations, and once out 
of a Pique. But at prefent he is a great Church- 
G 6 man, 
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man> becaufe he has not a proper Reafofl to be 
otherwife. 

Lord Bowling-Green is no Fool neither, nay, 
he was a Wit and a Writer during the Life of 
a great Poet, whofe Death had ftich an Effe& 
upon him, that he has not writ a Line fincc 
But, tho' the Peer has Senfe, yet it happens fo 
oddly, that he is a true Church-mam But ma- 
licious People pretend to give you a Reafon 
for it, by alledging that he leans towards Infi- 
delity. If this be true* the Thing is not at all 
it range. 

I was going on with my Characters of this 
fort, but I muft remember that I have not now 
Time to write a Folio. 

From what has been faid, I hope it is evident 
why moft of our Rural 'Squires and Purfixers of 
Foxes are excellent High Church-men. Thefe 
married Minors are all under the Dominion of 
their Wives and the Paffons, who regale one 
another with Caudle and Orthodoxy, and fo 
forth, and govern thefe fimple Vehicles of Wor- 
ih : .p and Nonftnfe, and mould their Hearts and 
their Heads into what Faith and Figure they 

pleafc* 
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pleafe. And it mud be acknowledged, to -the 
Honour of thefe genuine Gentlemen, that they 
have an admirable Knack at Planting Or- 
thodoxy in all its Branches, where-ever they 
come. 

Andrew la Fool, Efq; keeps ipecial Beer, and 
has a Wife who loves the Church and all its 
Tackli. Andrew never dines without feven Par* 
foils at his Elbow. 

'Squire Toby lived in a married State nine 
Years without Iffue, he at length took a Chap- 
lain into his Houfe, and now his Wife is with 
Child : See, fays Toby, the Bleffmg that attends 
the Keeping of a Clergyman in one's Houfe ! And 
yet, but to pleafe my Wife, I had not done it. 

I am far from being furpriz'd that our Rural 
Members vote on all Occafions for the Church. 
Is not filial Duty a potent Reafon ? And is there 
fio Gratitude, nor AfFe&ion, due to the good 
Men who brought them probably into the 
World, and certainly into the Houfe ? For our 
Country Candidates have an Agent, to be ijure, 
if not a Father, in every Parifh in the County 
. who carries all the Votes in the Village unde r 
bis Girdle. 

Nor 
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Nor are thefe Sons of the Caflbcjc, laft men- 
tioned, any more rebellious in their Capacity 
than in their Inclinations. Their pious and con- 
venient Ignorance is a certain Pledge for then 
Zeal, and thefe two are perpetually of a Size. 

As to the Behaviour and Pra&ice of thefe 
Levitical Cubs, it is the eafieft Tafk in the 
World : Their whole Bujinefs is to be drunk and 
Orthodox. 

Having now fhewn why fo many Lords and 
Commons are true Churchmen, I need fay no- 
thing of the Rabble, fince they are fo for the 
fame Reafon, and therefore 'tis no Wonder the 
Church has fuch a Majority amongft them. The 
Church, if the Mob forfake it, is undone. 

Hence it is that for good and pious Ends I 
have, as Council for the Clergy, drawn the fol- 
lowing Deed of Conveyance, which, I do not 
doubt, will be readily fign'd and feal'd by the 
Parties concern'd. The Purport of it is to 
enrich the Church-In tereft with a Multitude of 
Perfons whom the Whigs may well fpare. 

c Whereas there are divers and fundry well- 
c meaning ignorant Perfons in this Land, who 

• call 
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c call themfelves Whigs, and yet want the ne- 

* ceflary Marks and Qualifications belonging 
' to that Charafter, which is maintained by a 
c good Under/landings and by a powerful Love for 

* Truth and Liberty, and, in general, by a juft 
€ Senfe of Things : And whereas the aforefaid 
c good and fenfelefs Perfons do originally and 

* naturally belong to the Clafc of true Church-men 
' whofe Caufe has from the Beginning been fup^ 

* ported by Number and Nonfenfe : We there. 

* fore whofe Names are hereunto fubferibed, 
A taking into our tender Coniideration the In* 
4 tereft of the Clergy, do, as Reprefentatives 

* of the whole Body of Whigs in Great-Britain^ 

* by thefe Prefents, renounce, releafe, and for 
c ever quit our Claim, to all Boobies and 

* Idiots who may have run blindly into our 

* Party : And we do hereby freely, and of out 

* own ,meer Motion, refign and make over the 
c faid Fools and Naturals unto the High Church 
' of England, whofe proper Goods and Chat* 
' ties they are, the faid Church knowing full 

* well how to apply the Blindnefs and Stupi- 
' dity of them the faid Afles to admirable and 

* Orthodox Ends and Purpofes. Witnefs our 
« Hai^s, &c. 

A. B. cum Sociis fuis* 
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I have but one Scruple upon my Confidence 
in relation to this Grant of mine in Behalf of 
the Church. I doubt it will obftrua the Bill for 
preventing the growth of Peerage^ if ever it 
fhould come in again : And, on the contrary, 
make many new Creations neceffary to fill up 
the Vacancies it will occafion. But let our Su- 
periors look to that. The Church in the mean 
while ought to pray fervently for Succefs to fuch 
a Bill ; for, if it pafs, I will be bold to prophefy, 
that fifty Years hence the whole Hot/fe, at leaft 
a great Majority, will be genuine Church -men ; 
unlefs the fame be firft rendered intirely empty by 
a rigorous Execution of this my Conveyance. 

Another traiterous Enemy to the Church hath 
keen the Weather. 

When that remarkable Phenomenon appeared 
about three Years fince, every one that had 
Orthodox Eyes faw Armies and Champions in the 
Air, brundifliing their Broad Swords, and threat* 
ening prefent Death and Deftru&ion to all Fana- 
tics and Low Church- men ; yet fo it fhame- 
fully happens, that that Caravan of Tory- 
Clouds has neither brought over the Pretender, 
nor ftruck any other Blow on the Church's Side. 



The 
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The Wind likewife play'd the Truant from 
the Church, and, in fpite of the Prophefies and 
Prayers of all the Parfons and other old Women 
in the Nation, Sir George Byng's Fleet was not 
funk. One would naturally take the Sea, by it's 
Noife and Roarings to be an Orthodox Pcrfon ; 
but, by its late great Civilities to our Ships, it 
feems to have quite defer ted the Chuich-Intereft, 
and tack'd about to the Whig?. 

I happened to be down in EJfex about the time 
when Sir *fohn Nor r is was fent into the Baltic 
to detain the moderate and pious King of Swe- 
den from that Expedition, from which our 
Church expected great Salvation^ as the Reve- 
rend Mr. T > p zealoufly phras'd it, and on 
Sunday I went to Church. Our Parfon, after 
taking his Text, and making a Flourifh or two 
about the Meaning of it, told us, that, though 
the Doom denounced againft the Ships of 
Tarjbi/b and the I S L E S was an old Prophecy, 
it might probably, nay it did certainly extend 
much further, and we were encouraged to hope 
great Efie&s from it, in this cur Day. You 
jhall fee, fays he, and I /peak it from the 
Mouth of Inspiration itfelf you Jhall fuddenly 
fee the Wonders of the Lord in the Deep. 
Can the Almighty profper thofe Ships that are the 
Bulwarks of Vfurpation % Ccmmonwcalths , and 

Schifm ? 
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Schifm f No y he cannot, he mujl not, if he be 
true to his own Word, if he has "any Regard for his 
own Church and People. His whole Sermon was 
to the like Purpofe, and he feemed to have 
flrong and Chrijiian Hopts that our Navy would 
perifh. But notwithstanding that he preach'd 
and foain'd with wonderful Zeal, and vented 
great Eloquence and Spittle ; and notwithftand- 
ing that he threatened the Lord, if he did not 
grant a Temped ; and the People, if they did 
not pray for it 5 yet neither God nor the Weather 
obeyed him, and Sir John and his' Squadron went 
in Safety. 

In (horr, thefe has not been a Blaft of Wind t 
or a Shower of Rain thefe five Years, but what 
has been drawn, Head over Heels, into the 
Party and Intereft of the Church. It thuoder'd 
for the Church, and fnow'd for the Church, and 
froze for the Church. And yet the Whigs, who 
have got all the Money in the Nation, have ib 
bribed the Elements, that they have quite for* 
fook the Catholic Caufe. We had laft Sum- 
mer very hot Weather, which, in the Opinion of 
all the Orthodox, boded nothing lefs to the Na- 
tion, than a general Famine and Peftilence, for 
the Martyrdom of the hleffed Martyr, and the 
Keeping out of the Pretender. But thefe pejlir 

lentid 
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lential Friends of the Church, though earneftly 
wHh'd for, and pofitively foretold, have not 
done the Church the leaft Service, by laying 
waffe their native Country, How often was the 
King's Army to have been frozen up in Scotland^ 
during the late Rebellion ? And moft of the 
Parfons in the Kingdom had pawn'd their Word 
tod Faith upon it. But, in the Iflue, neither 
the Froft nor the Snow helped the Church and 
the Pretender. 

In laft Autumn Word was brought to the 
Parfon of a certain Parifb, that fuch a Boy in 
lie Village was juft then kill'd with Thunder 
md Lightning. Is be f fays the Parfon, // is 
vbat I always foretold* that that Boy would come 
9 a difmal End, for be went conflantly to a fana- 
UConventkle ; and neither I nor his School- mqfier 
9uld dijfuade from it. Ay* hut Sir, re- 
ly 'd the' Meffenger, who brought the Do&or 
dele glad Tidings, Gaffer Pitchfork is murdered 
tf, with thick fame toady Clap of Thunder , and 
nt eh knrujy Sir y he was a Main Man for the 
)burch % and fought bravely for putting up the 
Waypole. At this the DoAor fcratch'd his Head, 
od (aid, // is appointed to all Mm once to die. 
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My Landlady at Hartly Rcw> who is a goo< 
Churchwoman, and very great with the Parfoi 
of the Parifli, is well allured, that the I at i Mi 
teor is a vifible judgment upon us, for our putting 
down the Convocation, as (he calls it. I hope 
when his Majefty hears this, he will fum 
mon the Parfons again, to fave us from Co 
mets and Lightning, and to rebuke the Natioi 
once more for Infidelity, in not believing ii 
them, and alfo to convince the Bifhop of Bangor 
by cenfuring him. 

* 

What Pity is this,, that neither the Clouds 
nor the Sun, nor the Moon, nor the Stars, fit 
cny Thing ahove tbm 9 can be brought to fttvou 
the Caufe of the Church ! 

Providence is likewife, I fear, become fl 
Enemy to High-Church ; for it dxfappoints he 
on all Occafions. 

At a Time when her Foundations feem'd i 

be laid deep, and her Defigns ripe for Excci 
tion, on an unlucky Fir ft of Auguft, fJ 
Church's Nurfe died, and the Babe fainte 
All the holy Treachery and Violence, ufi 

tb< 



( i6 5 ) 

£hen by the Church's Friends, and all their 
feafonable Violations, of Treaties and Oaths, 
were for that Bout utterly loft, and their 
Confcience and Honefty thrown away to no 
Purpofe. 

This was an unkind Difcourtefy, which I 
fear they will never -forgive, and yet, in about 
a Year's Time afterwards, the Church was play'd* 
another flippery Trick, as bad as the former, by 
the removing out of this mortal Life a Monarch 
who was Champion and Gladiator in Chief Tor 
our Orthodox Clergy # . * 

Relying on the Faith of Treaties Abroad, and 
the Obligation of Oaths at Home, we were quite 
deftitute of Forces, when the late Eurl of Mar, 
by rebelling againft his Maker and his King, in 
Favour of Popery and the Church, became the 
Darling of our genuine Pa-forts, who prefently 
voted him a righteous Inftrument in the Hand 
of Providence, to bring in the Pretender, and 
refcue them from the infupportable Ties of 
Faith and Morality, a Burthen which neither they 
nor their Predecejfors ever would bear. And it 
muft be own'd, they had then a tempting Op- 
portunity to avow publickly their long and con* 
ftaat Perjury and Expe&ations, without any ap- 
parent 

• Lewii XIV. 
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parent Danger of temporal Lofs (a C 
tion always uppennoft with them) and 
were fo cautious as only to mutter thei 
privately to all the Worldi 

' The fame French Forces, which hsu 
contended the Prize with all Europe* \ 
nothing elfe to do but break the Pea 
pleafe the Parfons, and replant Tynu 
Raman Orthodoxy amongft us. 

Here was now a pleafing Profpeft 
Church. Mar had a large Army of a 
Highlanders ; a formidable Invafion from 
daily threaten'd us ; we had Tumults, I 
Confufion, and Difaffe&ion ,in every 1 
the Nation, and in every County a Rif 
fear'd and expeded ; and, in fhort, Thir 
running into a total Diflblution. So m 
our peaceful Clergy done, and fo much 1 
to hope from their own Doings. The 
was very cock-a-hoop, and held up i 
and crow'd. By their Behaviour and Af 
I dare pronounce that thefe pious Peace- ma 
Atnhaffadors of the meek Jefus would not 1 
ken a Compofition of three Parts of the ( 
Land for their Hopes of the Pretender 
whole. They were even fure of their Poi 
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There is a Parfon in Somerfetjhin (to name 
no more) who from the Revolution had raved - 
every Sunday with great Zeal and Devotion 
againfl: Foreigners. He had fworn to King 
IVilRam, and hated him, and fpread the fame 
Hatred through the whole Parifh, every one of 
whom he had debauched with Drunkennefs and 
Difloyalty. Upon his Majefty's Acceffion, he 
likewife fwore to him and abufed him, renew- 
iog with greater Virulence than ever his Im- 
precations upon Foreigners. In one of his Ser- 
mons he had this Expreffion : Suppofe the Time 
Jhould come when we Jhall have a King that does 
not under/land the Common Prayer, what think ye 
will become of the poor Church ? This excellent 
Chriftian, when he thought the Invaiion and De- 
fection, which he had long wi(hed to his na- 
tive, Country, were at Hand, began to tell his 
People, That there was a wide Difference between 
fome Foreigners and others, and that as they ought 
to abhor, and even de/lroy, fucb of them as were 
the open or fecret Enemies of the Church, fo it was 
thtir Duty to honour and entertain, and even to di- 
vide their Sub/lance with fuch Foreigners, as came 
to fave it. This was Hint enough, and the 
Dodrine was fo clear, that a pretty young Girl 

asked 
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asked her Mother, who had as much Kno* 
ledge as herfelf, Whether thefe brave Outlandi 4 
Mm would marry with us poor Englifh Folk f 

Witkfuch fort of Management it is no Woi 
der that the poor Orthodox Vulgar are work* 
up into the greateft Credulity and Rage. I hai 
met with fome of them who thought it x 
Sin to murder Hanoverians, for that, they fail 
they were Men-Eaters : And, when I asked the 
how they came to know fo much of- the H 
noverians^ they anfwered, Ob, our Parfon h 
told us enough of they ! Nay, fome of the 
believe that his Majefty eat up all the Childrc 
he ever had, except the Prince, and they pn 
tend to tell you .how his Royal Highnefs w 
faved from the fame Fate. 

To fome of the Clergy alone appertains tl 
facred Right of doing well by deceiving, and < 
promoting Ruin, Ignorance, and War for tl 
Profperity of the Church; and fuch are the Mc 
whom the Nation pays to propagate Truth ar 
Morality, and maintain Peace. 

I will not here pretend to make an exa& Con 
putation and Comparifon between the Numbi 
of the well affeded and 81 affefled Parts of tl 

Clerg) 
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Clergy ; but I am not at all apprized that I 
wrong them, if I venture to fay, that not 
one in fcvcn of thefe confcientious Paftors open* 
ed his- Mouth againft the late Rebellion in the 
Weftern Cdunties. t 

In the Pulpit they cither lay nothing of hii 
prefent Majefly, or that which is much worft 
than nothing ; whereas, in* * the late Reign, they* 
werefo blafphentoufly loyal, that they feeme4> 
to have forgot Jefis Chrifty to preach up thr 
Queen. 

But I waa fajmg, that at #w Jinttftr*, t 
mean during the Rebellion, the* Hopes an^ 
Views of our Gimiw CUr& vme in a promifing- 
Pofture, and very near fulfilling 5 and 4ftany of 
them were fo difcerning as to fee the Finger of 
God in the Rebellion, and they "became Sureties 
every-whtre for Providence, that it would go 
through iprith the Work which the? had begun. 
But Providence defer ted them, and has never 
returned fuice. 

And thus Providence refufes^ to aid; thcsighfo 
*£ten cohimanded, the Intereft of Pcijury and 
H Re- 
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Rebellion) though they are both fo evidently for 
the Good of the Church. 

I do not know whether they may not, in their : 
private Junto's and Cabals, have come to a Re- 
futation, that Providence is a Schlfmatic; and 
the more, becaufe it is plain, that both Provi- 
dence, and the Author of Providence, are irre- 
claimable DuTenters from the Principles and 
Practices of High- Church. They feem to be fo 
fcnftble of this, that they have long fince dis- 
placed the Almighty, as much as in them lies 
from any Power or Concernment in this World 
or the other, having dubbed themfelves Gods 
and Forgivers ; and exercifing with Authority all 
the great Offices of Omnipotence. 

The Bifhop of Bangor ^ too, is the Occaiion of 
no fmall Terror to the Church, and in Confede- 
racy with her mortal Foes ; marching, as be 
does, at the Head of Truth, Reafon, Scripture 
and Sincerity, and the like fanatical Fellows, 
who have the Herefy and Impudence to cfpoufe 
an Intereft diametrically oppoiite to that of the 
Convocation. 

This ill advifed Bifhop is fo romantic and 
fro ward, as to think, that the Clergy ought to 

depart 
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depart from fevcral Points, which,, though they 
are bloody Antagonifts to the Spirit of the' 
Gofpel, yet do evidently tend to the Glory of 
the Church. His Lordflup ridiculoufly believes, 
that when a Man is a good Man, though in. 
this Particular he differs widely from the Par- 
fons, yet God will have Mercy upon him. But, 
to filence this perverfe Writer for ever, let 
him 'know that thefe Clergy have endeavoured 
to pluck God's own Keys out of his Hands, 
and to hinder him from {hewing Mercy, or 
opening Paradife, if he would. They like Sine 
Cures fo well, that they have a Mind to make 
the Almighty's Government a Sine Cure too. 
Are not fucb Prie/ls brave Fellows, who would 
make their Maker a Minor, and themfclves 
his Direftors and Guardians ? When his Lord- 
Qiip is informed of this, I hope he will drop the 
Controverfy. 

The Bifhop is alfo grievoufly deceived in 
another Inftance: He is of Opinion that the 
Clergy ought to be the Propagators and D* 
lenders of Liberty and the Gofpel. See here 
the Ignorance of a Father of the Church ! He 
does not know that Chriftianity may be at the 
laft Gafp, and yet the Church in a raoft flou- 
rishing Condition. 

Ha I could 
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I could mention many more Miftakes of the 
Biftoj/s; and particularly he is fo ill a Church- 
man, as to think there is fome Force in Oaths, 
and that they who take them fliould not al- 
together break them. But as his Lordfhip is 
out-voted, upon this Article, by a vaft Majo- 
rity of moft Orthodox teacher?, I take it 
he deferves no other Confutation : Be&des, 
this is a Sort of Reafoning which he is ufed 
to. * 

There is no Doubt a very good Reafon to be 
given, why thefe Reverend Examples of Truth 
and Piety play with Oaths, "and call . upon tht 
tremendous Name of God to a Lye They 
themfetves fay it is for Bread, though fbme 
others think it is for Drink. However' that be, 
jt is plain Perjury is but a fmall -Fault, if any. 
Now, fuppofe his Majefty, taught by the 
Church, fhould break his Oath, and feize its 
Pofieffions, I know the Paribns are fo reason- 
able a Sort of People, that they Would never 
upbraid hi9 Majeftj? for walking in their Steps* 
and being forfwom. But I doubt, his Majefty 
is fo much of a King, and a Chriftian, that he 
will never be brought to follow bis Clergy in 
(bis Path. 

Before 
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Before J have done with this Head, I muflr 
give the Parfons one Caution. I beg them, for 
the Time to come, never to upbraid any body 
with the Pra&ice of occafional Conformity > 
fince probably fome bitter Presbyterian, who 
does n6t honour the Cloth, may give them to 
understand, that it is almojl as innocent U take 
the Church-Sacrament for a Place, as it is to tr 
for/worn for a Living. 

; The 'Happinefs of Mankind is moreover a 
gfeat ittd powerful Antagonift to the Church* 

^ Here. \& England We ertjoy fuch a (hamefuT 
Share of Wealth and Liberty that it is no 
Wonder our Clergy are perpetually grumbling* 
If *we were but fo reafdnable and orthodox as lb 
part with all our Subftahce and Privileges to tht^% 
H i* almoft probable, that thefe 6'urgood Guides 
fo Mifery and Salvation would grow content 
and eafy 3 which it is impoffible for Men of 
(heir Spirit and Pretentions to be, fo long sfe 
we are fo fausy and heterodox as to be rith and 
free. 

. , kmm . ^ . . . , i. » « 4 

tn the Territories of the Qiurch abroad, the 

Pricfts enjoy the great good Fortune of having 
H 3 never 
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never a happy Layman under their Dominion ; 
and having, befide, the Power of Fire and 
Sword, there is not a Angle Schifmatic, nor the 
Appearance of Herefy and Knowledge amongft 
them ; but Church- Affairs go on in a blefled 
Courfe of Tyranny, Sodomy, and Stupidity, 
without Rub or Difturbance. Can any one 
wonder that our zealous Clergy are tempted to 
an Imitation of fuch a pious Pattern of gemint 
Cburcb-Pcwer and Plenty* where the Bible is 
Jocked up, and the Laity ftarve i 

The Nature of our Government and Confti- 
tution bring alfo no fmall Danger to the Church* 

In this Country the Orthodox Clergf cannot 
excommunicate and damn a Man, but prefent- 
]y the Heterodox Law grants him a Replevih. 
Befides, we have feveral other Bars to the Fe- 
licity of the Church : We have a Parliament, 
and we have Trade, and, which is worfe than 
all, the Convocation cannot do what they pleafe, 
and the King will not part with his Preroga- 
tive to prorogue them. So that the Law on 
one Side, and the Prerogative />n the other, 
grind the poor Church between the upper and the 
nether MilJione> as Mr. Lejlie emphatically com- 
plains, 

. Tbffe 
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There is one Inftance particularly, in which 
the Prerogative bears hard upon the Church. 
TheParfons, you muft know, to prove them* 
felves a well- born People, go for their Parentage 
feventeen hundred Years backwards, and father 
themfelves upon the Jpoftles. Now not being 
able to prove this, either by Record, or Rcfem- 
blance t they have given Occafion to fome prc- 
fane Folki to alledge, that the Priefts muft needs 
be Baftards, becaufe their Parents utterly dij own 
them, and they are kept by the Pari/b. But they, 
on the other Hand, fcorning to part with their 
jfpoftotic Birth, have forged out a vaft Chain, 
long enough to hold Ten Millions of Foxes* 
* and this they call the Chain of Succeffion ; one 
End of which is tied to the Apoftles y and the 
tther to themfelves ; and it reaches from Jtrufa- 
hm to Lambeth^ taking Rome in its Way. 
This is an important, and even miraculous 
Chain ; for, tho' it has frequently been broke, 
and there are Gaps in it feventy Years long, 
yet it has never been once interrupted to this 

t thy. It is like Milton's Bridge, built by Sin 
and Death over the Chaos, wonderful and in* 

.. vifible. It is Pity this Cable Rope of Suc- 
cefijpn ihould lie thus incogs when, in the 0~ 
pinion of High- Churchy the whole Hierarchy 
H 4 " bafig* 
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bangs by it* Tt is, therefore, no Wonder they 
maintain it with moft Jpoflolic Wrath and Ob- 
Jiinacy. 

But even here now, in the momentous Point 
of Succeffion, the Prerogative breaks in upon 
the Caflbck, and the King, who is but a Lay- 
man, creates Bifhops, and, by this Ad pf his, 
does, as it were, beget Sons and Heirs to tb$ 
Apofths. This is a fad Inchroachment upon the 
Privilegea of the Parfons, who have, doubtlefi, 
a Divine Right to breed each other. I Juioty 
they pretend they frill chufe their Bifhops, and 
on that Occafion mock God ftith Prayers, as 
if they really did. Thus an . Apothecary's Boy, 
or an old Woman, by Order of the Do&dr, 
admfnifters a Clyfterj and, if a 'Curfe'enfues* 
the Boy or the old Woman was the Phyliclan.* 

There are many other faults in otlr t&to, 
in Relation to the Church, of Whfch'thte iPr/^?- 
hood have juft Reafon to complain. ~Stni(bfiild 
is turned into zmeer Market, where Bullocks 
are butchered inftead of Heretics, and the Cler- 
gy are never again like to be complimented with 
g Burnt Offering from thence; and a Diflentei 
may now be fo Jaucy as to worfhip "Gorfj and 
the Parfon cannot punifli him for it i and the 

Laity 



Laity are fuffercd to believe, that the revealei 
Will of God fe not hid ; and there is a dangeroii* 
Opinion prevailing among utf, th*t the Almighty 
tvitt not tumble us into Hell, for Sincerity arii 
Well-meaning ; And, to tfdd no more, the Cler- 
gy have not the Government of all Things. 

The next Thing I {hall mention, which has a<f- 
minifter'd great Grief and Danger to the Churchy 
is, the High Duty upon French Wine and Brandy. 
This Grievance is fufficient to make all the ge- 
nuine Parfons in England Malecontents* For* 
though they drink Malt 'Liquor in great Quan- 
tities, and though that be of a windy Nature,, 
and is a great Help to Zeal, yet a Dram is the 
Life of Orthodoxy, and Claret is clear Wit, to 
ufe their own waggifli Stile. I know a Parfoi* 
whp drinks nothing but Small Beer, and he is a 
Whig, as one {nay eafily imagine, and unlefit 
he change his Liquor, in order to change hi* 
Principles, he is like to continue a Whig tilt 
Dootofday. So much does the Church, lofe bf 
a fiber Son ! : * ' ■ ' 

. Another Caufcfronfr which the genuine Church- 
+$n are in great tfefci£er, is, a Reformation of 
Manners, which would ftrip them of many 




pretty 
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pretty Liberties, and force upon them the Bit- 
ternefs of Morality* which is too ft^ong Meat 
for tbefe Babes. As Orthodoxy and Lewdnefs are 
often the lovingeft "Neighbours in the World, it 
muft needs go to their Heart to be parted. 

In Popifh Countries, for Example, where 
the Clergy often fall into fuch Carnal Crimes 
and Copulations) as our fpotlefs Society of Saints 
here at Home do adhor ; Would it not be a heavy 
Judgment upon a pious Priejl to be ftripped at 
once of his Whore and his Altar f And then, 
Would not an Embargo on Toping, in the fame 
Countries, have an Afped every Bit as terrible 
towards the Church ? For there are, beyond 
Sea, fuch Monfters as drunken Priefls ; though 
my Countrymen, who never fee fuch Sights 
here in England, may imagine I talk wildly. 
And now for an honeft tippling Prie/t 9 who 
would as freely fuffer Death as Thirft, to be 
thus reformed out of his Bottle, and divorced 
from his croney Barrel, would be downright Per- 
secution and a wounding of the Church through Bis 
Sides. 

A Reformation is lilcewife fo tyrannical and 
hard-hearted, as to oblige the Clergy to live 
as if there was really fomething in Religion, 
" 6 bcltfe 
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befide Farce and Tithes ; and it expe&s too that 
thefe fpiritual Militia, {hould be, at leaft, now 
and then upon Duty, and not live idle above fix 
Days in feven, and upon the feventh, not above 
nineteen Hours in four and twenty. 

Befides, a Reformation would be for reviving 
the Force of Scripture Laws, which bear won- 
derbus hard upon the Clergy. I remember,' par- 
ticularly, the third Chapter to Timothy lays 
fuch intolerable Injundions and Reftraints upon 
them, as mull needs be as far from the . Liking 
of the genuine Parjons y as I am fure.they are 
from their Pra&ice; for the aforefaid Chapter 
expefts they {hould be no Brawlers^ nor Strikers, 
nor greedy of filthy Lucre 9 nor given to IVine • 
nor lifted up with Pride ; but, on the contrary, 
that they Jbould be blamekfs, vigilant, fober, of 
good Behaviour , and apt to teach ; and I know 
not how many more Impoffibilities. 

A Gentleman in this City, whofe Heart is fet 
upon a Reformation of Manners, gave me, not 
long ago, the Perufal of his Creed, ou£. of. 
.which I drew the following dangerous Pofuions, 
and now I publifh them, that the genuine Cler* 
gj may guard againft them. 

H 6 s. fit 



i. He believes that a Man may be laved hj 
adhering to naked Truth and plain Religion. 

2: That it is not damnable, not to believe ' 
what we cannot believe. 

3. That Christianity i* as good a Man as 
Orthodoxy, faring the Judgment of the Clergy* 

4. That it is poffible for a Pallor to have 
Grace in his Heart, though he has ne'er a Rofe 
in his Hat, and that he may tell Truth, and 
inftruft the People, though he be not wrapped 
up in twenty Ells of Holland. 

£. That an ifmocent Infant may be laved, 
without a Parfon'3 dropping Water upon it* 
Face. 

6. That a well difpofed Perfon may eat 
Bread, and drink Wine, iti Remembrance of our 
Saviour's Death, Without the PriefVs Form of 
Wqfds, which yet do nut change the Elements* 
which yet are a proper Sacrifice^ which yet is 

FUJh and Bind* 
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7. That God may poftbly pardon a repent- 
ing Sinner, though the P.arfon do not abfolutely 
give bis Confent, and order him Jo to do. 

8. That a Man may venture to understand 
the underftandahU farts of Scripture. 

9. That there Is fuch a Thing as a fcrupulouft 
Confluences with Suhniffion to the Pdifons. 

10. That a Man may keep his Oath to King 
George, and jtt hot be damned for it ; again fa- 
iling the Opinion and Prattfa of Htgb-Cburcb. 

*i. That the Gergy, as well is others, Would 
be better, if they had fewer Faults. 

ja. That Diflenters are our Fellow-Creatures* 

13. That Religion is a Rational Thing. 

My Acquaintance above-mentioned holds alt 
tbeTe and mbre fuch heretical Notions, tthicfc* 
were they tolerated*, would bring no fmall Dan- 
ger to the Church. But* I hope, her genuine 
Sons will continue their Zeal, attd defend her 
agajnft then* all. 
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oog many other Caufes which I could af- 
fign for the Danger of the Church, I fliall men 
tion bin two ; and thefe are two Haly-Dap, 
$oth of January, and the igth of May, a 
Couple of Days that fend many a pious Pricli 
to meet his Fate, Then it is that our Orthodox 
?arfim exert their Wrath and Eloquence with 
Might and Succefs, They demolifh the 
igs, and ihen kill themfelves with Joy and 
Drinking, Cups and Caroufals fuccced to 
Zeal and Scolding, and many an able-bodied 
Levite facrifices his Sobriety and bis Tabernacle 
to the Health and Confufton nf the Church an 
Low-Church-Mc 
the Devil, but 
they are coming. 

Thus half the genuine Clerp Jay, Han^s «po0 
Aemfelves, arid pour their : c*m f)e*fi& doWn 
their Throats, Some of them .depart fgiccd 
with right KantZy others foufed in " Oift&r, 
fome pickled in Florence* and many ftgcpM^io 
Oxford-Ale. Ah thefe drunken Hely dsys ! (Jjtj* 
my witty Friend Dr. Byfield), no toeh gets t/ 
them hut Lucifer and fhe Excifcmen\. Ttbrf have 
turned the whale Tear into an. idle Jubilee* and th* 
Common-Prayer-Bwk into an Almanack. I bat* 

tbOr 
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their fuperftitious Trumpery —It is only the 
Whore of Babylon in an Englifh Vizor, and the 
Pope in a Periwig. I remember the Time, when 
we neither minded Surplices % nor Saints Days ; and 
then ! Drunkennefs was fent to the Stocks, and 
Whoring to the Houfe of Correction. But n<nu f 
the Priejis are gone aftray, and the People folloiq 
them. 

» 

I am -acquainted with a Ro/icrucian in this 
Town, who holds a Correfpondence with the 
other Worlds and in it With Hugh Peters parti* 
cularly, from whom he lately received, the fol* 
lowing Epiftle, a Copy of which he gave me* 
As it is the neweji and belt Apology that ever 
was made for Drunkennefs, I chearfully publifh 
it, for the peculiar Service of my Ecclefiaflical 
Clients, 

To the truly illuminate, aud fublimate by the 
Symphony of the Spirit of.Effence, bright above 
Brightnefs and Blojfom of inviftble Knowledge; 
Jacob Fitz Behmen, living in the World; 
Hugh Peters, a vtjknary Eleft, wi/hetb Perpe- 
tuity of Permanence. 

* You tell me that your Friend, the Do£lor y 
« drinks and decays apace, and that we Ghofta 

€ may 
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c may foon cxpcft his Company, he being al- 

* ready almoft one of us. I am glad of the 

* News, and {hall be pleas'd to fee him. But 
c I cannot with you condemn him for fwid- 
■ lowing fo much Brandy and Wine : On the 
' contrary, I applaud him, for his artful Sea. 

* foning of himfelf with hot Liquors for his 
( Removal into this warm Climate, where, let 

* me tell you, 'tis Dog-days all the Year. 

c It was for want of this extreme Unftion, that 

* Julius Cafar (the fobereft Tyrant and Whore- 
9 mafter in the World) was plagued with the 
« dry Gripes half a Century after his Arrival on 
€ this fide the Grave. Alexander the Great, by 
« Report, was wifer, for 'tis a Tradition here, 

* that his Ghoft came reeking from a drunken 
« Feaft, like a Butterfly preferved in Spirit 
« of Wine. 

* Many great Men, and Judges of the Earth, 

* have tried the fame Expedient with comforta- 

* ble Succefs : But above all other Species of 

* Mortals the Reverend the Clergy, my Bro- 
c thcr Trade, who underftand their Intcreft in 
« the upper World, the beft of all other Charac- 
€ tcrs or Crafts whatfoever, are not wanting in 
c iorefight and Sagacity to fortify themfelvcs 

« with 
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c with hot Liquors, and hot Sermons, agafrift 

* the Influence of this hot Region. You know 
c while they are in your World, they are great 
€ Monopolizers of Fire and Brimftohe, J arid 

* when they come hither we do not grudge 
c them their own Commodity. 

• It is from this Tribe of Men chiefly we hate 

* an Account of what is doing on the funny Sida 
« of the Globe 5 for, being all proffs'd PoUti- 
€ clans and Newfmongers, we find them the 

4 € 'bell- Irftelligifcncers imaginable. Bcfidcs, they 

* are cMftatitly ^cbihing, arid by that Means, 
'« We *rieVer'Waht Advicfe. 'So ^rratt, wtienevfer 
•« we lpy : a htaik Ghbji ftalking towards the Fer- 

« ry, We all cry out, "with brt'e Mo'tiith, a Mail 
"« from Mankind. 

« ; At l M Stafins of'fte Wt&r Wfctte thdn 
4 pretty thick \ but it is incredible What Gluts 

* of them arrive a few Days after the 30/A of 
** >jtarifty 9 «nd Hfc iQth if May. And the 
> Reafbn is 'obvious 5 for- ■ ' 

Here Friend flay* falls into the fame Obfer- 
v&tftUis 'Which I haVe already jtiaile, and fhfews, 
btydnd Ctotradi&idn, *0W % h\s : Bmhir-*rtade> 
as ht Cdh thMh,Tkll themfchte with Pitachirfg 

and 
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and Debauchery, at thefe High-Church Tides. 
Nothing fo quickly deftroys the Conftitutioq, 
mnd the Under/landings as Brandy and Tobacco, 
and Zeal. 

I have now, I may modtftly bo aft, full provM 
the Danger of the Church ; and, by affigning 
the true Caufes of that Danger, I am the only 
Advocate (he has, who have not lytd upon 
this Occafton, feeing all the numerous Aflertois 
of her holy Peril, who went before me, do, 
in the Account they give thereof, fib mfi 
tutrageiufly ; though I, who am not of their 
Order 1 dare by no Means fay fo. The/e Men 
lay all the Blame of this Matter upon Infidels 
and profane Perfons ; but I can never join with 
them in fuch an unreafonable Charge ; for. I 
cannot think it at all likely that the Clergy would 
wilfully Murder their cum Mother 9 and fo be guil- 
ty of Man/laughter. 

My next Tafk is to prove, that tig Chunk 
ought to be in Danger, and this .1 fhall do by 
Slewing, that Jhe gets by it. 

Pity is a potent Paffion, and whoever has the 
Art of gaining it, feldom fails to draw our Af- 
fections along with it. Now, the Church having 
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po. other Way of being belov'd but to fee pitied, 
(he muft, in order to that, appear exceeding 
miferable and woeful* 

Mifery is often the greate/t, and foraetimes, 
the only Merit, which attends Perfons and 
Things : For Proof of this, I never faw a 
Rogue i going to be hanged, though ever fo 
wicked and ugly y but he was firft pitied, and then 
praifedi efpecially by the Wopien, who have 
a Jirange Biaft to Wiping and being deceived. 

Hence it proceeded, that, when the DoSfor 
arid* his High-Church were both thought in a 
hopeful Way to the Gallows, our Orthodox 
Corhpaffion got the better of our Heretical Rea- 
fon, and the Champion merited our Mercy, 
meerly by meriting a Halter. 

The Church therefore, if {he would be fafe, 
muft be always in Danger ; while (he is fo, 
our Concern for the Old Woman in Diftrefs 
will throw Duft in the Eyes of our Under- 
ftanding, and effe&ually prevent a Difcovery 
of her Naiedne/s and Wrinkles. 

And now, , to conclude, what remains but 
that the Danger of the Church, which is grown 
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fo neceflary to her Well-being, Be cftajs 
'By a Canon, "and made the thirty-tenth \ 
of her Faiths to be believed on Pain of „ 
nation ? In the mean while, let me affui 
tnyfelf the juft Glory of having ftarted th 
fign of fuch an Article, by {hewing its Re 
hlenefu 

Laftly, loving Reader y let me acquam 
in a few Words, with my own UfeRilne 
Importance, which makes me, indeed a 
proud, but not a Bit vain. 

And in the firft Place, I have wri 
matchlefa Defence of Prie/l-craft 9 a Task 
attempted before. And yet the Mafier 
Guardians of that noble Science have "] 
! but unthankful Clients, and even railed 
their Apologijl^ moft unmercifully, and " 
unanswerably. But I have always obi 
'fhat Ortffodoxy'has admirable Talents for fet 
'Oyfiers. I am, in particular, beholden 
great Doclor 9 famous for Paunch and 1 
pies, who preached a whole Sermon again 
in which he foamed and reviled, beyond ■; 
Ability of Reply. Lord love him, if / 
it is the only Way of Reafoning he km 
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I Ififte likcwife been moft ihriftianly curfeet 
in. many, other Pulpits, with the fame Force of 
Bitternefc and Lungs. Blefs me, that my loving . 
friiftly Friends will not be taught more Wit ! 
I had been rallying a Sort of Men who are very 
fad Fellows, and fhamcful Enemies to Con- 
fcience, Truth, and their Country ; and pre- 
fendy up ftart the Lord's Amb&fladors, and 
cry, We are the Men, damn the Author* At 
fuch odds are they with common Senfe, and thg 
Mercy of God! 

Secondly, I have convinced, feveral Laymen* 
that there is another God hefidg the Clergy, ,tho' 
they had lived long in Ignorance as to, that. 
Point. And I have Advice from divers Coun- 
ties in England, that when the Paribus cock 
their Bc*vers» and give themfelves Airs, the 
Country Folks cut them down with a Text out 
of [Par/on Alberoni. ' When a Vicar in Kjtnt\ y the 
other Day, feat his Clerk, to a feofible Clown 
in the Pari(h f to demand his Eqfter-Dues on 
Pain of Excommunication^ lVbat % fays Ralph to, 
Sternhold,,! warrant ye* you come Ambqffador i 
now from the Lord's Receiver General, don't you ? 
And the chief Inhabitants of a Parifli in Surry 
have fent a Letter to their Doftor here in 

Town, 



'f'bWn, begging him, if bis Billy It not too ful 
to come ' down and preach among them, an 
not to affront them any longer with his Journr 
man. 

Thirdly, I have conferred Reputation upo 
fix and fifty' Authors, every one of whom ws 
gracioufty pleafed to write my Book after it Wi 
in Print, and they are heartily welcome. A 
their other Works, when once they got into tl 
Corner of a Bookfeller's Shop, grow rickety ft 
Want \of handlings and fo could never trav< 
over the Counter, till z Grocer's 'Prentice cai 
ried away the helplefs Cnatures in a cbaritab 
JVhccl-barrow. Seven of thefe worthy Gentk 
men, and one of them a grave Counfellor i 
the Temple, confefled to me they were the Au 
thors of the Apology, but modeftly begged m 
not to difcover them. I muft, however, than. 

the bountiful Mr. P- H , for his un 

common Goodnefs in adopting my poor fat bet 
lefs Child, as fo6n as it was brought forth int 
the Public. I fear it is more than ever I fhall b 
able to do for one of bis. 

I am told that one of thefe Fathers of r> 
Pamphlet threatens to break Squares with tl 
Court* becaufe they have not yet rewarded hii 

~~" wit 
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with a thoufancl Pounds a Year. But, I doubt, 
this ingenious Pilferer of my Parts and Perform- 
ance is toahafty. Why, even /, who have writ- 
ten full four Half-Sheets, for the Good of my* 
felf and my Country, am not yet Lord High 
Admiral, nor have lb much as the Proffer of a 
$Iue Garter ; which fo difc6ntents me, that I 
will write no more thefe three Dap > but then 
I will fet about my Apology for Great Men, in 
which I will prove them to be the civilleft 
Creatures breathing to their own public Perfons. 
Reader, Adieu, for a Fortnight. 

P. S. / acknowledge the former Part of this 
Book has been laid at the Door of a Gentleman or 
two, wbofe Names do me Honour. I wijh they 
mey he as well pleafed on this Oc caftan as I am. 
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Mofi Reverend and Holy Brother y 
k "TOtwithftanding the great Multiplicity 



JL ^1 which calls for more than ordinary 
Application ; yet the Efteem and Affection I 
have for you, obliges me to anfwer the Over- 
tures you were pleafed to make to the King my 
Matter, by his Excellency the Marquis de Mm- 
telemi. I can't but thank your Lordfhip for 
congratulating me on the Promotion my Matter 
has been pleafed to honour me with, and for 
the Service you are fo good as to think I (hall 
do the Church in it. Truly, my Lord, as I 
have the Interefls of it entirely at Heart, 1 
have ufed my utmoft Endeavours to procure 
your Advancement to the higheft Stations in 
k. And I have the Happinefs to tell you, that 




Buiinefc I am now engaged in. 
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the Pope is fo well fatisfied with your Conduft, 
that he defigns you very (hortly for the Con- 
clave : But, in his fatherly Goodnefs, befeeches 
you to continue a little longer your dutiful Re- 
folutions of fcrving him in the Poft you are 
now in. As I am fenfible no one has deferved 
the Hat better than yourfelf, you may be allured) 
that your Merit will have the Succefs you de- 
fire. But the Neccffity of our Affairs requires 
your Attendance a little longer in that Stations 
where you arc fo great an Ornament and Sup- 
port The Obftinacy of your King has em- 
ban afs'd me not a little, and defeated thofe glo- 
rious Defigns I had laid for the Sovereignty of 
the Church. His Meafures are fo deftru&ive of 
our Grandeur, and fo prejudicial to the Power 
we have fo juftly excrcifed over the Confciences 
of the Laity, that I have no other Profpeft, 
but of the Growth of Hcrefy, and particularly 
of that damnable one, of Mens thinking for 
themfclvcs. How fecure foever we might think 
ourfclves in thofe Times when Churchmen were 
Ambafladors, and all the Honours of the State 
delignod for fome Patriots of the Clergy j yet 
thofe happy Days are part, and I can forefee 
nothing now but the Ruin of the Church, fince 
you and our other Friends are unemployed, 

and 
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and none but mean fervile fpirited Perfons ad- 
vanced, that have not Souls form'd for the Plea- 
fure of Commanding Pray, my Lord, what 
is a Clergyman that is not full of the Dignity of 
bis Order ? Men are to be borne down with 
the Notion of our imaginary Preheminence : If 
our Characters are examined, our Reputation 
mud fink * but, while the Laity admire impli- 
citly the loweft of our Order, how much muft 
they adore the greateft ? But I need not men- 
tion this to your Lordfhip, who are fiifficiently 
finable of the Excellency of your Profeflion, 
and comfort yourfelf with all that Difiance and 
Majeffy that becomes a fpiritual* Prince. But 
give me Leave, my Lord, to fay, your Refo- 
Jution of oppofing your King, in all his Mea- 
fures, is full of Piety and Catholic Obedience ; 
'tis agreeable to the Cbnduft of your illuftrious 
Pfedeceflbrs, and highly beneficial to the Church, 
whofe Intereft is always, inconfiftent with a 
gentle and virtuous Reign, and whofe Happt- 
nefs can never be reconciled with any thing but 
arbitrary and unlimited Power. Upon this 
View, I think I can never enough commend 
your Lordlhip's Zeal, and your paifionate De- 
fence of our Ecclefiaftical Prerogatives, and 
. that jrou fo well juftify Perfecution under the 
- Kbtion of wholefome Severities, and Chriftian 
I 3 Compulfion : 
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Compulsion i Tho', at the fame Time I cannot 
but grieve, that you fhould be obliged to make 
ufe of fuch a Subterfuge of Words, and that 
your Sword can't eftablifh what Reafon contra- 
dicts. But fmce Truth at laft will prevail, and 
whatever fpecious Arguments may be ufed by us, 
under the Pretence of guarding eftablifhed Re- 
Jxgion, a moft ufeful Word,, and what we can 
never depart from but to the Deft ruction of our 
Power ; let me only remind your Lordfbip pf 
fome Maxims which I think extremely con- 
ducive to our Intereft, and what muft at laff, 
if rightly purfued, beat down all Oppofi- 
tion. 

Firft then, my Lord, you arefenftble, by all 
the Steps you have taken, and the whole Tenor 
of your Conduit* that nothing fo much pre* 
ferves the Power we have ufurp'd, as the En- 
couragement of an implicit Dependence of the 
Laity on the Clergy; to inculcate that no- 
thing deftroys Faith fo much as Reafon j and, 
whatever Contradiction it may be in Senfe, yet 
in Religion 'tis an eftablaVd Rule, that the bet- 
ter any Man fees, the more Occafion he has 
for a Guide, and that he walks moft fafe and 
fecure that is moft blind, efpecially if he has 

the 
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the good Fortune to be led by another full a» 
Wind as himfelf. This is fo fundamental st 
Truth, that I don't fo much wonder, that 
jour pious and learned Convocation has fo 
warmly cenfured thofe contrary Doflrines that 
have been lately advanced j I am furprized that 
every Clergyman has not oppofed them with all 
the Vehemence fo great a Caufe deferves : For 
notwithftanding the great Reafon of jour Anta- 
gonift, and his virtuous and unblemifh'd Life, 
yet the whole Body of the Clergy, feparated as 
well as united, fliould have rifen up in this com- 
mon Concern ; and whatever they want in 
Learning, Senfe, or Ingenuity, fhould have 
been made up by Malice and Detraction. Not 
that I think I ought to accufe any of thofe that 
have wrote againft him upon this Head; but 
methinks enough has not been done, confider- 
ing the Importance of the Subjeft, and the ma- 
ny and excellent Examples they have had in all 
Times of the Church : For I need not tell you 
of die fatal Confequences of thefe Opinions, 
you know them too well, not to oppofe them 
with a proper Warmth, but ftill let me tell 
you, if a timely Stop be not put to the Growth 
of this accurfed Herefy, no Clergyman flui* 
hereafter dare be vicious, ignorant, ai>d liwd* 
hut he (hall immediately loft the RcfpeEt that 
I 4 'm 
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is due to his Order. And what 2 eerie 
State Cbriftianity muft then be in, -we an 
confukr with Horror and Conftercarcc. 
if, my Lord, Men will be fo abandonee 
obftir.atc, as not to renojnee their Reaioi 
me then recommend to your Lcrdfh ; p's 
Thoughts fomething that may obviate t 
Effecls of fuch Notions, and what maj a 
effectually root out this Herefy. Nothing 
Lord, can rc-inftate us in our old Priri 
tut a fuiScient Competency for the Clergj 
dependent of the Laity. Let the Churd 
chafe every Advowfon, and then they nur 
mote tbofe Prions that wflT beft ferve 
Intereft. What Sway Parifh-Priefts nal 
have, is too plain to be infilled on. 
Fears always make them Slaves ; and a 
Application to thePaffioos, efpecially in 
ters of Importance* gives fuch an Authori 
is riot eafy fo be refilled. Let then ever] 
fidcrablc Benefice be appropriated ; let th 
verfities make ufe of the Avarice of the 
to cnflavc them, and let no Price deter 
Then, when the Church is in Poffeffion 
Means to aggrandize itfelf, the Execut 
their- Power will and muft follow of C 
then Barbarity and Superftition lhall agai 
rilb; and then Dominion, Riches, and 
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ration, that- sure, due to Meq of fuck exalted 
Cbaxaaers, (ball be eftablifli'd. And, to con- 
vince you bow necefiary fuch a Provifion .is, 
let me otferve, that no fooner were the Re* 
venues of the Church faerilegioufly plundered, 
but our Authority dwindled* The Policy and 
Management of Superftition could no longer 
be carried on, when the End of that Superfti- 
tion was destroyed ; and the Reformation was 
only made effectual, by flopping up the Ave* 
nues of* our Wealth, and confequently by 
making the Clergy dependent for Subfiftcnce. 
And, here I can't but confider, with incredible 
Satisfa&ion, the WifiJom of our Ecclcfiaftkal 
Scheme 5 Every thing bears fuch a Proportion 
fo fitted for the Profpcrity and Glory of the 
Church, and to keep Mankind our Slaves by 
a. continued State pf Poverty and Oppreffion» 
that I am amazed, when I think how it 
was poflible fuch an united Force could be 
broke* founded on Ignorance and Superftition* 
and made more ftrong by the Advantage we 
gain'd by . their Combination* But as this 
Scheme was entirely built on worldly Prudence ; 
as the Glory and Riches of the Church- were 
only confidered, without any Regard to Virtue, 
Probity, or true Religion, fome were righteous 
Zealots that bad no Piffions to gratify, and no 
I 5 Ambition 
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Amhkiofi bat to do good (as there air fcij 
the fmcPriiicipte now) began to be 06 
tile vickm lira of the Clergy, 1 
again* the Lfiirparioa we hid 
Wly cirr the Uadcrftandingi of 
And as our Authority fubfifted only i 
ffidt Rcfpefi, sad was onfy ftcure by 

it fell, the Objeft 
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Scora to Athcifbj but of Grief and Pity bo 
true Som of the Church, But as Arab 
Pride, rod Luxury, are Paffions we eir/t refifl 
we begun of Ute to feel the happy Effect 
out lofrience over the Weak nek of the Pec 
p>, by the uocommoo Admiration of our 
Characters, as God's Amkiffrdora. Our ufcftil 
Do&rincs of ConfdBan and Absolution 
boldly enforced, and the ignorant Prieft 
tented as a Reconciler of God unto 
Your Convocation gknioufly laid the Fc 
Nations of our future Power and Incroach- 
ment, by displaying the Danger and Deceit 
of Men's Thinking for themfchrcs, and Per* 
fccutioo artfully was encouraged under the 
tarmleft Name of Self-Dcfcnce, by the ftroog 
Guard of Penal Laws ; a Method that wiD de- 
fcoy at the fame Time it ghres us the Pleafiuoe 
of Hypocrify and Diffimulation. Since we had 
armed fo &r, what an infinite Mortification 

WM 



( 203 ) 

"Was it to itt all, to fee the Hopes of fo fruitful 
* Harveft entirely ^appointed, efpccially whcii 
our Arms bad flattered us with fuch a vaft Pro- 
fpcSb of Succefs ! So that, in the AriguHh of my 
Heart, I can fcarce help applying the Prophecy 
of the Church's Continuance, to the Party 
that oppofes us, lhat the Gates of Hell JbaU not 
prevail againft them. But notwithftanding, my 
Lord, let us remember, Nan Precibtts 9 fed Arte 
& Ingenio fuperandum eft ; we are not yet ar- 
rived to that Pitch of Wickednefi, as to think 
that God will affift us ; and therefore our De- 
pendence muft be on ourfelves. Let then your 
firft Care be, to make the Clergy independent 
of the State, give them an eafy Fortune, and' 
free from all Poffibility of Want ; and then their 
natural Ambition will fpur them on to the high- 
eft Points of Power 5 fire them, if -they want 
if, with- the renowned Examples of Anfelm* 
Beckett and Laud \ and, tho' Books and Read- 
ing be their Averfion,. yet ground them in the 
great A&ions of thefe Prelates, till you bring 
them to the Eleventh and Twelfth Centu- 
ries* and their leave them to their pious Mc«? 
dilations. But I could wi(h, my Lord, that the 
Ignorance of the Clergy that are well affeded 
Co us, was not quite (b great. They feem to 
have the &me Stupidity as if they had no Op* 
I 6. gofers % 



C 204 j 

yttm ; but they {herald conflder, that they are 
to ftniggle and contend with a Laity that know 
the Scriptures, which they do not : That they 
are well verfed in Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, and 
confequently fcnflble of the Defigns and Cor- 
ruptions of the Clergy, who fee, that the Laity 
have been formerly grofsly deceived 5 and that 
the fame Sort of Men would deceive them a- 
gain, having the fame Intereft. That I am 
amazed they don't ufe the utmoft Artifice, call 
up all their Cunning, and, if 'tis poflible, coun- 
terfeit being honeft Men for once, to gain the 
End they propofe. But, tho* I can't but grieve 
at this uncommon Carelefnefi, yet 'tis feme 
ricafure to rue, to find your Legifiature con- 
curring: in my Sentiments, in giving the Uni- 
vcrfii ; fs a Power of Nominating: to the Benefices 
of Cihoiic Patrons : Were fuch a Power in 
other Hands, i: might be faul to us; but there 
Yw fa rely lor jM, and contributory to every Pur- 
p.-!c we can deiirc. You do well to advance 
everv thing; that tends to the Support of our Per- 
In :iK>"i, and oppofe everything that may unite 
the Differences ^ f thole that 1: IKnt from the Com- 
munion of the Chu:c!i ; wifely you inveigh a- 
gainft the Plaufiblcreii of their Pcrverfcnefs and 
Ohftinacy, and deprive them of the common and 
natural Binhri-h: vi oubj^s. 'Twas this firft 

6 raiftd 
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raifed the Church, and the fame Methods will 
prevail again. And if it (hould, then (let us en- 
joy the lovely Thought) (hall Confdfion, by its 
happy difarming itfelf, lay each Family at our 
Feet, while Perfecution {hall march majeftic with 
its Crofier, and beat down all Oppofers. Then 
(hall Herefy, tho* cloathed with every Virtue, be 
thrown into the Fire, and Excommunication, 
mounted and attended like Death, mow down 
whole Nations ; then may we fatiate our Re- 
venge, indulge our Defire, and enjoy the Ho- 
nours, Riches, and Veneration of Mankind, 
without any Merit whatfoever 5 in fhort, have 
the full and neceffary Effeft of an Eftablifhmeht, 
that every Mouth {hould be ftopp'd, or cry out, 
Bkffid is h$ that cometb in the Name of the Lord. 

I am, with the greateft Refpeft, 

Yours, £sV. 
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INdependency at Court is a Herefy in Poli- 
litics, never pardoned, much lejs countenanc- 
ed there. • Our Whlg^ therefore, adheres to 
his Principles, and has no Pretenfions to a Place. 

■ ■ *Caret invidenda fobrius aula* He fcorns 
all implicit Faith in the State, as well as tfc 
Church. The Authority of Names is nothing 
to him > ^judges aU;Meaby- thei* Anions and 
Behavioufa and hafce$a K^ayejpf his owji Party* 
as much as he defplfes a Fool of another. H$ 
confcnts not. that any Man, or Body of Me% 
{hall do what they pleafe. He claims a Right of 
examining^ public l^eafureg,^ and, if they de- 
feyve * it', of" "cenfu ring them. As he never faw 
mujch Pow.er'poffibfled without fome Abufe, he 
takes upon him to watch thofe that have it ; arii 
to acquit or expofe theni^ . according as they ap- 
ply it, to the Good of their Country, or their 
own crooked Purpofes. 

As to Religion, our Whig is a Proteftant; 
not becaufe he was born fo, according to- the 

canting 
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canting Abfardity in Vogue ; or bred fo, fince 
in Infancy Religion it acquired like a Leflbn m 
Grammar, purely by the Help of Memory ; and 
therefore Children learn it, whether it be good or 
bad, as they do Language from their Nurfe, or 
their Parents. But he is a Protectant, becaufe his 
Judgment and his Eyes inform him, that the 
Principles of that Faith are warranted by the 
Bible, and confiftent with our Civil Liberties ; 
and he thinks every Syftem which is notfo, to be 
Forgery and Impofture, however dignified or dip 
tinguiihed. 

In Confequence of this he hat a great Refpeft 
jbr die Office of a Clergyman 3 and for hi* Per- 
son, if he defer ves it. But, if his Do&riqe or 
Practice difgraces his Order, our Whig owns hi? 
Contempt for the Man.' The Clergy are the heft 
or the worft of Men ; and, as the firft cannot be 
too much honoured, the latter cannot be too 
much defpifed. It is of good Example, and these. 
is equal Reafon in it. Why (hould Virtue and 
Villany fare alike? Names do not change Qua* 
lities, nor Habits Men. Where is the Equity of 
Rewards and Punifhments, and confequently the 
Force of all Laws, human and divine, if vile 
Men muft be reverenced, and the good can be 
no more ? 
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Ic is but realbnable, that all Men fhould be 
judged by their A&ions, and reverenced, or fcoro- 
ed, according to the Goodnefs or Wickedncfe of 
their Lives, without any Regard had to their 
Titles or Garbs ; which fignify no more than a 
Breath of Wind, or the Bark of a Tree. 

There b not a greater Infult upon the Under- 
ftandings of Mankind, than for j^ri efts to chal- 
lenge RefpeA from their Habit, when they have 
forfeited it by their Behaviour. There is no 
San&ty in Garments. A Rofe in a Man's Hat 
does not enlarge his Piety. Grace is not con* 
Ye^ed by a Piece of Lawn, or Chaftity by the 
wearing of a Girdle. A black Gown has neither 
more Senfe, nor better Manners, than a black 
Cloak. Nor is a ■ black- Cloak more edifying 
-Chan « Fuftian Frock ; no more than a Cambric 
Bib is an Antidote againft Lewdnefr, or an Ap 
tenement for it, 

This confecrating of Garments, and deriving 
-Veneration from a Suit of Cloaths, is bare- 
faced Prieftcraft. It is teaching the Prafiice bf 
Idolatry to a Gown and Caflbck. If a little 
fcnfelefs Pedant, who is a living Contradi&ioa 
to Virtue and Breeding, can but whip kite 

Orders, 
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Orders, and cover himfelf with Crape, the firft 
Thing he does'is to overlook and affront all Man- 
kind, and then demand their Reverence. His 
Surplice is his Citadel, and he claims- the Impu- 
nity of an Ambafiador for being gracckls and 
faucy. 

As to the common Defence which is made 
for their Immoralities; namely, That" they arc 
Flefh and Blood as well as other Men, it is a 
wretched Piece of Sophiftry. If they arc nqt 
better than others, how are they £t to mend o- 
thjers ? And, if they cannot leave their; Captivity 
to Sin and Satan, how come they to claim; fonts/ 
an Alliance with Heaven? If they hayeGod'* 
Commiffion in their Pockets, and yet will en- 
gage in another Service, what Name and Treat- 
ment do they deferve ? We know the Fate of 
Rebels and Deferters in a Lay Government 
Can Men fucceed. to the Apoftles with the Qua- 
lities and Behaviour of Apoftates ? How will 
they reconcile a holy Calling to infamous Lives ? 
A Clergyman, who is as bad as an ill Layman, 
is confequently worfe. In that Chara&er there 
is no Medium between doing Good and doing 
Mifchief; fince the Influence of Example is 
ftronger than that of Precept. As the Doarine 
*nd Practice of Piety make up the Profeffion of 
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a Clergyman, he who deferts Truth and Hbli- 
nefe, deferts his Profeffion, and Knight to be no 
longer owned for a Teacher of Religion, but 
flmnned and hated, as a Foe to Religion and 
Mankind. 

The Clergy have made fuch a terrible and in- 
human Ufe of Power j in all Ages and Countries 
where they could come at it, that our Whig it 
for keeping their Nails always pared, and their 
Wings clipped, in this Particular. Reafon and 
Liberty are the two greateft Gifts and.Bleffingp 
which God has given us, and yet where-ever 
a prieftly Authority prevails, they mud either 
fly or fuffer. They are Enemies to the Craft, 
and muft expeft no Toleration. Darknefs 
and Chains are the fureft Pillars of the - fa* 
cerdotal Empire, and it cannot ftand without 
them. 

Let us remember Archbifhop Laud, who hav- 
ing got the Regal Power out of a weak Prince's 
Hands, into his own, fet his Face againft Truth, 
Property, Confcience, and Liberty, and tram- 
pled them all under Foot for feveral Years toge- 
ther. A Spirit of Cruelty and Dominion go* 
vcrned this Man, and he governed King arid 
People. His Heart was fo impioufly bent upon 

deftroyirig 
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deftroying Confciencc and the Conftitution, anf 
exalting the Priefthood, that, when any Mai 
was opprefled in a paltry, tyrannical, JBUhofH 
Court, the Judges in JVeftminfter-Hall durft not * 
obey their Oaths, and the Law, by relieving 
him ; but were forced to be forfworn to avoid the 
Anger of his Gract. This upftart, plebeian Prieft 
hoped to fee the 27m*, when nier a Jack Girth* 
man in England would dart tojiand brf§r$ a Por> 
fin with bis Hat an. A fine Scene truly I to fit 
a Gentleman of Fortune and Breeding ftant 
(looping, and bare-headed, to a fmall, ill-nur- 
tured Vicar ; who had, perhaps, formerly clean- 
ed his Shoes, and lived upon the Crumbs tfatf 
came from his Table ! 

Let us look back into former Ages, and round 
Europe at this Day, and fee whether abjefi Sla- 
very in the People is not, and always has been, 
the certain Confequence of Power in the Priefls. 
It cannot be denied. 

I thank God I know no Power our Clergy 
have but that of fuing for Tithes, and the like 
Privileges, which they receive from the Law 
done. Thofe Ecclefiaftics who claim, by Di- 
vine Right, any other Power, than that of Ex- 
Jjortation, talk Nonfenfe* and belye the New 

Tcft* 
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Teftament. To the Law, and the People wjfit 
made that Law, they owe their Bread ; adid to 
fet up for an Independency in Oppwtion to 
both, and to pretend to a Mafterfiup over them, 
|i arrogant, dangerous, anflf ought to be penal. 
I am told it is here capital, here in EngUmd 3 
for a Proteftant to go over to the Rmijb Re- 
ligion ; and yet (hall a Prieft dare publtckly, 
from the Prefs and the Pulpit, to daim, and to 
juftify, the moft effential and moft formidable 
Principles of Popery ; and thereby declare hia 
Reconciliation ' with that bloody Religion, 
which is fupported by Frauds, Bondage, and hu- 
man Slaughter : And lhall he for all this go un- 
queftioned f This, in my Opinion, is to con- 
tend with Impunity for Ufurpation and Rebel- 
lion. 

Some would feem to qualify thefe Pretenfions, 
by laying, that they claim a Power, but not ai> 
independent Power. Which feems, in this Cafe, 
a Sort of a Contradiction. For if it is a Power, 
and yet depends upon another Power, then 
is 'it, properly fpeaking, a Jurifdi&ion of Sub- 
jection, and an Authority under an Authority. 
And, while the Law and the Hierarchy are 
thus owned to be Matter and Man, we defire 
no more. 

Our 



.^Sag- n-urcrer. vno own 

.... *V**P-; ZZ7 m 

£ . \ . :J 4i*me is able Co mow 

... • K^>r to puniili. In Matte 

ix- *ho «ues jts ^ei iocs w 

. . u. hucen; iicrc ill Men nrm : 
.»-.r.uv.cs . ere vno ciilows ant 
...\ A >a chcuc awiir*, s Plan's \ 

T '.itu xi ar- i^isiTcn, * 

i. :nt v jar-: *. : : ir-.jars ::i 
.r«i.iitr i". .* . — v *i j 'mUT! minion* 



tw< . ci-r.;: reVisv 

• y% '.r h.v . — r.cr.c, i* equally d 

• / f ••unreal. 



( 217 > 



difagree daily about Matters which are 
to the Examination of Senfe : and » it 
Kit we can be all of a Mind about Thing* 
ire invifible and difputable ? Dodon them-* 
re daily cavilling : every one oontradifi* 
, and yet all are in the right, and each 
Is our Faith to his particular Invention, 
onot follow all ; and among equal Autho* 
ray which is the beft ? For the hmt 
that we cannot believe every one of them 9 
d believe none of them r upon their own 

' Whig goes farther, and thinks that alt 
tants ought to be equally employed in a 
to which they are equally well affe&ed. 
Aagjftrate has nothing to do with Specu- 
i that purely concern another Life: Nor 
of any Confequence to him, whether hi* 
3b have a greater Fondnefs for a Cloak or 
plice : Their Affe&ions to the political 
r, and their Capacity to ferve it, are only 
r confulted and encouraged. Provided a 
loves Liberty and his Country, what it 
the Commonwealth whether he fings hit 
r« or fays them ? Or whether he thinks a 
K Bi/bop 
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esbytcr the nearer Relation to St. 



s There two Words {Biftwp mi PnshyUr) fig- 
nify, in Scripture, otic and the fame Things and 
are equally ufed to fignify one and the fame Of- 
ficer. Our great Church-men, indeed, have been 
pkafed to think the Bible miftaken in this Mai 
ter, and to be in the Right them f elves, 
have made Epifcopacv and Presbytery as oppofii 
to each other, as Paradtfe and Purgatory ; a 
have frequently gone to Cutting of Throats 
prove their Point, 

I rauft confe^ a Dioceic, and a Seat 
Houfe of Lords, are imanfwerable Reafons 
the Divine Right of Epifcopacy. There is no 
Way of confuting them. You may as well ar; 
gue with a Guiney Merchant againft the Selling , 
of Slave*. 

Bcfides, a lordly Creature, who never preaches 
(Miracles having long ago ceafed) and keeps a 
great Table and Equipage, and enjoys all the 
£reat and good Things of this Life, carries in aU 
fhefe Marks fuch an Evidence of his being St. 
funF* right Heir, in a lineal Dcfcent, that I 

onder any body dare doubt it* 

Haw- 
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However, as the plaineft Things in Faith are 
x made doubtful among Divines, who have an ad- 
mirable Knack at ftarting Difficulties, where no 
body elfe would expe£t them; our Whig is of 
Opinion, that the Teacher who walks on Foot, 
has as good a Title to difpute about Religion, 
and maintain his own, as the Right Reverend 
Do&or, who fupports his Orthodoxy with a. 
Coach and Six ; and fhould be as much encou- 
raged by the Civil Magiftrate, if his Principles* 
and Behaviour fquare with the Conftitution. Is 
a Man a better Neighbour, or Subject, for nod- 
ding to a Table, at the upper End of a Chan- 
cel, or for pronouncing his Faith towards the 
Eaft ? Our Church-men may find good Caufe 
to enjoin thefe neceffary Things* which the Scrip- 
ture had forgot, and enjoy great Benefit and 
Obedience from the Pra&ice of them ; but, in 
temporal Matters, I am not fully convinced that 
they make a Man's Head wifer, or his Heart 
honefter. 

I cannot here omit taking Notice of an old 
fallacious Cry, which has long rung in our 
Ears j namely, that of A* Bijhcp y no King. This 
folid Argument was ufed, with Royal Succefs, 
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by King James the Fir/i 9 when he fat Deputy for 
the Clergy, and difputed with the Puritan*, at 
the Conference at Hsmptcn-Cturt. It was, io* 
deed, the beft he could ufe; however, he 
ftrengthened, and embelliflied k, with feveral 
imperial Oaths, which he fwore on that Occa- 
iion, to the utter Confufion of his Antagonifb, 
and the great Triumph of the genuine Clergy and 
the Archbifliop ; who beftowed the Holy Ghoft 
upon his Majefty, for his Zeal and Swearing on 
the Church's Side. 

Thisftupid Saying has formerly filled ourTM- 
fons with Diflenters, and chaced many of them 
to America ; and by this Means weakened the 
Kingdom and the Proteftant Religion, to keep 
tip good Neighbourhood between the Bifhops and 
the Prince. But they were neither the Bifhops, 
nor their Creatures, that reftored King Charles 
the Second, but a Set of true blue Presbyterians, 
who were rewarded for it with Goals, Fines, and 
Silent Sabbaths. 

Loyalty is not confined to the Mitre, Bi- 
fhops have given more Difturbance, and occa- 
sioned more Diftreffes to Prince and People, 
than any other Sort of Men upon Earth. This 
I can prove. Our own Bifhops, for near an 

Hun- 
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Hundred Years before the Revolution, were in 
every Scheme for promoting Tyranny and 
Bondage. On the other Hand, our Diflenters 
were ever eminent Oppofers of Arbitrary Power, 
and always lived peaceably under thofe Princes 
who ufed them like Subje&s. If they took up 
Arms when they, were oppreffed, Churchmen 
have done the fame, and often, without that 
Caufe. 

Had it not been, for Diflenters, I queftion 
whether we fhould now have had either this 
Constitution, this King, or this Religion. It 
is well known that a great Majority of our 
Church-men have got Claims and Principles 
utterly irreconcileable to either. The rnoft 
mifchievous Tenets of Popery are adopted and 
maintained, and the Ground, upon which our 
Security and Succeffion Hand, is boldly under- 
mined. It is dreadful and incredible what a 
Reprobate Spirit reigns amongft the High 
Clergy. ■ 

The Convocation have fallen fiercely upon 
-thofe who have fallen upon Popery and Jaco- 
bitUm. And what a Popifh, Impious and Re- 
bellious Spirit reigns at Oxford^ they them- 
fclves (ave me the Trouble of declaring. Dif- 
K 3 affe&ion 
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affeflion is promoted ; open and black Perjury is 
juftified ; and it is held lawful to defy Almighty 
Vengeance for a Morfel of Bread. A Man's 
Confcience is tried by an Oath, and he that can 
f wallow any has none. 

But it is not enough to (hipwreck their Souls 
for their Livings, nor to keep this hellifh Cor- 
ruption at Home. As they pra&ife fo they 
teach, and the fpreading of their own Guilt> 
and the making others as bad as themfelves (if 
Laymen can be fo) is made the Duty of their 
Fun&ions, and the Bufinefs of their Lives. Can 
Antichrift do worfe ? And are thefe Men who 
walk in the Paths of Atheifm and Perdition, fit to 
lead others to Holinefs and Eternal Life ? 

One of the greateft Men of the laft Age told 
King William, That the Uriiverfities, if they 
continued upon the prefent Foot, would deftroy 
Him, or the Nation, or fome of his Succeflbrs. 
And they have ever fince been endeavouring 
to make good his Words. That Prince was fo 
thoroughly apprized of the dangerous Genius 
and Principles of thefe two Bodies of Men, that 
he intended a Regulation, but, as it is faid, was 
prevented by the pernicious Advice of the late 
Duke of S ■ , who had at that Time gained 
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the King's Confidence, and was at the Head of 
the Whigs, but was betraying both, and making 
a Party with the Tories, as afterwards plainly 
enough appeared. 

How far, and how faft, thofe Seminaries havt 
fince then corrupted and inflamed the People, 
every body knows, and the Nation feels. Had it 
not been for them, we fhould have lighter Taxes, 
and fewer Soldiers. * 

Upon the Coming in of his prefent Majefly, 
we thought we had a Right to expe& fuch Mea- 
furesof Government, as would not only fecure 
us for the Time being, but prevent a Relapfe in- 
to the Dangers out of which Providence had juft 
plucked us by the Death of . It is cer- 
tain that the King brought along with him, and 
ftill preferves a Difpofition to do us all the Good 
which we can propofe or defire. 

All thofe Whigs therefore who had no fecret 
Ends to ferve by dark Dealings with the To- 
ries, nor private Fortunes to raife by negle&ing 
or perplexing the Public, infifted upon the Pu- 
nMhment of thofe who had bargained away 
the Nation, and upon a Vifitation of the Uni- 
yerfities, and both were undertaken and pro- 
K 4 mifed # 
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mifed. But, why neither was done* they who 
are concerned can beft tell, if Tailing was pro- 
per. In the mean Time they cannot blame as 
for Gueffing. 

I am only forry that the great and furprizing 
Tendernefs, which fome have fhevtfn for the 
liigh Clergy, has not been able to produce one 
Inftance'of Loyalty or Moderation. Perhaps thf 
Priefthood will accept of no Alliance without 
a total Alteration; and that the Adoption of 
two or three eminent Perfons of their FaAion 
ioto Partnerfliip with foane other eminent Per- 
fons, pretending to be of a different; FjfQioa, will 
not do. 

However that be, the Uni verfities feem to dread 
no fuch Thing as a Vifitation. Whether they 
-have A durances given them, or whether they 
take their Conje&ures from our other Meafures 
for Reformation, I cannot fay. 

The fame Spirit which , leads us to leflen our 
Taxes and clear the Public, and to enlarge 
the Bottom of Liberty and the Proteftant Faith, 
by unyoking of Diffenters, will carry us alfo 
to remove the Corruption of our Seminaries, 
and their difaffefted Spawn into too many Pa- 
rifhes. But, when fuch a Spirit will arife, we 
are not able to foretel. We have been already 

Inner 
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long deluded with many Prophecies And Promi- 
fes of that Kind, which* aa pofitive as they 
were, and as probable as they appeared, have 
never been fulfilled. We have been even tired 
with hoping and believing, and now Defpair 
and Infidelity have fucceeded, and are like to 
laft as long as their Caufes laft. 

Our Liberties, in the mean Time, lie ex- 
ceeding precarious. The High Clergy have 
ftill the fame t Engines to play againft them, 
which in Time paft have gone very npar utterly 
to pvexturn them. Their Divine Right is pre- 
ferved as the Apple of their Eye ; a blind Be- 
lief in them is inculcated with all their Might j 
and a blind Obedience to any Royal Idol, who, 
will purchafe their Flattery by worshiping them., 
is at all Times the Burthen of their Harangues. 
As to this laft Article, we are, I thank God, 
very fafe at prcfent ; but the prefent will not be 
always. 

I could here wonder, for two or three Pages, 
at the marvellous Strength of Nonfenfe, and 
the pitiful Weaknefs of human Minds, who 
by the Perfuafioa of FaKhood and Contradiction 
can grow zealous for their own Bonds and 
Wretchednefs. And yet is it not fo in moft 
K 5 Countries, 
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Countries, where People are miferable by the 
Advice of their Priefts to pleafe n Tyrant i 

There are Bounds fet to the Power of our 
Princes by the fame Laws which made them 
Princes. An Engltfb King is limited as well, 
though not fo much as a Dutch Stadtholder, and 
for the fame Reafon. The Difference of Names 
alters not the Cafe. Would a Dutch Prieft 
dare, in that free Country, to tell the People, 
that they ought to be Slaves to an Officer of 
their own making, and yet go without a Whip- 
ping, or Difmiffion, or fomething ftill worfe ? 
Is it High Treafon to affert that a King has no 
Title, and ought to be depofed ? And is it no 
Crime to argue and maintain that the People 
are Slaves, and their Lives and Property at the 
Mercy of one whom they created, and whofe 
Duty it is, to defend thofe Lives and that Pro* 
perty ? 

It is true, too many of the High Clergy never 
once pra&ife this Do&rine themfelres, and 
never encourage it in others but for profitable 
Purpofes. But fuch h their Want of Shame, 
that they never quit it, and yet never obferve 
it. They preach againft Rebellion, and prac- 
tice 
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tfle Rebellion, juft as they are pleafed or out of 
Humour. 

Our Whig fees with Pain and Fear the dan* 
gerous Condition of our Debts and Taxes. 
They are* a heavy and melancholy Load upon 
the Nation, and will be fo, till it pleafes God 
to raife up proper Hands to relieve us, and who 
willfet about it, while it is yet pra&icable, be- 
fore more new Wars have puzzled and increafed 
our Accounts beyond a Poffibility of clearing 
them. They are at prefent a Canker in the 
Hearts of many People, and create numerous 
Foes, whom we in vain ftrive to terrify or re- 
concile, if we do not leffen their Burdens. 

From hence the Enemies of bur Peace and 
Liberty take Pretence, and find ample Mate* 
rials, for fowing Difafte&ion j and we in vain 
confront, or contradict them. If we are afked, 
when we (hall have dohe Fighting and Taxing ? 
we either know not what to anfwer, or if we 
name a Time for their ending, at leaft their be- 
ginning td end, they will not take our Word. 

With the Cure of public Evils, Difaffedion 
will be cured alfo. All Men, therefore, who 
are Friends to the King, or the Nation, will 
K 6 # labour 
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labour this Happinefi * will avoid enteral in- 
to all Wars which are not abfolutely fleqafory 
to the public Security, and will take every op- 
portunity to end thofe wbiqh are fo, upon 
honourable Terms : And by this Tfft.let the** 
be tried : We have before our Eyea a pregnant 
Inftance in France (and, I doubt, a dangerous, 
one too for its Neighbours) where an almoft. 
univerfal Difaffeflion is changed into as upi-. 
verfal a Love to the Adminiftration, upon the 
Appearance of its a&ing for the publick Good. 



We have fo good a Prince, that, kt our 
Debts be ever fo high and embarrailed, we have 
no Reafon to fear a Sponge, or a Standing Ar- 
my, to clear the Kingdom of its Mortgages, 
though it could be done no other Way : And 
in his Goodnefs. is our greateft Hope. There 
are many good Subje&s who terrify themfelves 
with fuch Imaginations, which, indeed* are 
truly terrible, were they well grounded. But 
his Majefty's Virtue and the importunate Call 
of the Nation will, no doubt, be too hard, 
at laft, for any ill Management or worfe De- 
figns of any, who may find their Account in 
dabbling in public Misfortunes 5 and who, wbilft 
3 they 
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they tfcink tbcy trfead upon a Worm,' m*y rouffe 
a Lion. 

Let us remember the fad Fate of Sweden and 
Jhnmurk. They ran into Debit by running 
iafo Wars, and the Cburt took the Advantage 
of their Necefitics to feize their Liberties. 
They grew Slaves by growing inlblvent. Un- 
der his Majefly 's Reign we fear no fiich Things ; * 
and, I hope, we (hall foorn to fuller it under 
any other. Befides, as w* are told a Remedy 
is intended* I doubt not but we (hall fee it the 
enfuing Seffions, when our Burdens will be 
eafcd, and our Difficulties removed. There is 
a noble Fund of Wealth in the Nation, and we 
are yet redeemable, if proper Perfons offer to 
undertake it. 

~ Our Whig is a declared Enemy to all Wars, 
if they are not abfolutely neceflary. Though 
he honours a Soldier as he does a Phyfician r 
yet he prays to God that he may never have 
Occafion for either. Arbitrary Courts abroad, 
are, for the moft Part, compofed of Officers 
q{ the Army; and our Whig has fo great a 
Weakness about him, that he cannot, without 
very uneafy. Images, fee a Glare of Scarlet 
where he would Jeaft wifh it. H$ would not 

have 
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have the Men of the Sword grow familiar to 
the Eyes of the People, nor become the Equi- 
page of our Britijb Kings. 

Military Men are a proper Equipage for 
thofe Princes who are Fathers of their People 
agatnft their Will; who lay the Foundations 
of Juftice in Fear and Blood* and ufe the 
Sword as the molt natural Means to fupport 
thofe Foundations. In Countries that . are en- 
flaved, the Sword is the Civil Magiftrate : That 
it is not ours is almoft a Wonder, considering 
the Difpofition in many of our former Princes 
to Armies. Our Kings of the Norman Race 
were perpetually raifing Englifh Forces for the 
Prefervation of their French Dominions,^ and 
engaging us in eternal Wars on that Score. 
The Army that enflaved Sweden was raifed for 
the Defence and Enlargement of their German 
Provinces, which were always a Burden to 
that Kingdom, and, at length, its utter Ruin. 

We do not at prefent fee in Great Britain 
many more Forces than are neceflary to the Civil 
Lift ; and I hope in proper Time there will 
not be one more. They furnifli another To- 
pic for Clamour to the Difaffe&ed, who rail?' 
Rebellions, and, when they have given Of cafion 
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for more Soldiers and more Taxes* cry out, 
Opprejfton! OppreJJion! Sure thefe People are 
mad i they dread the Power of the Court, and 
yet are every Day helping it to more. 

If a right Ufe had been made of the late Re- 
bellion, we might have had now no new ones 
to (ear. But, for whatever Reafons I will not 
pretend to guefs, the Surgeons of that Timfc 
were fo exceeding gentle in their Operations, 
that they left a Core in the Wound. Without 
doubt the Motives for Clemency were irre- 
fiftible. 

I muft here acquit his Majefty from the 
Imputation of any Fondnefs for a Standing 
Army. I dare fay the Propofal to Disband 
our Forces, after the Rebellion, met with no 
Delay from Him ; and I have been told that he 
lately refufed a very importunate Requeft to in* 
creafe his Troops. I muft alfo do Jufttce to 
the Gentlemen of the Army, for having fo 
well done their Duty. If our High Clergy 
were but equally faithful to their Oaths, and 
equally Friends to their Country, we ihould 
have feen neither new Troops nor Rebellions. 
The Army has faved us from the High Church: 

But, 
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But, for all that I have (aid, I (hould be fcriy to 
fee the People of England either love or fear 
a fending Force : To do either infers Dan- 
ger. 

. I doubt not but, when bis Majefty (ball thi*k 
fit to Disband more Troops, bis Miniftry will 
aft with Alacrity and without Art : Becaufe the 
Difiniffing of fome common Soldiers onfy 9 after 
much Expe&ation from one Party, and more 
Noife from* anotJier> will be fukjeft to unkind 
Interpretations* 

I hope the Power of quartering Soldiers is al- 
ways impartially executed, and that no Canfide- 
ration is of any Force on this Occafion, but 
that of the public Security, and the Loyalty or 
Difloyahy of the Towns. I am perfuaded we 
(hall never hereafter ice a Regiment removed 
out of a Town avowedly difaffefted, into ano- 
ther which does not want Dragoons to keep it 
quiet, purely becaufe the commanding Officer 
has it in his Eye to (land Candidate for that 
Town, if ever there (hould be another Occa- 
fion ; as I am informed has been pra&ifed in 
farmer Reigns, 
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Our Whig was well epougb pleafed with oar 
Attack upon the Spani/h Fleet. It became uf, 
<as Sovereigns of the Sea, to pull down betimes 
the rifing Maritime Power of Spain, and 
thereby .fecure our Dignity and Trade. But 
whether the Blow w$w well purfued, I am not 
a proper Judge. 1 ihall only fay, for the Ho- 
nour of Great Britain^ that we are certajnly the 
belt Allies in the whole World, and have the 
moil civil Way lighting our' Neighbour* Bat* 
ttefortbem* 

It is a very uncoi&mon, though perhaps a ni- 
ceflary Ktndneft, to employ at an immenfe Ex- 
pence the Royal Navy of England^ as Tran- 
sports for the Emperor*3 Troops and to cruife 
about a Country at fuch a Dtflance from ud, and 
for fo long a Time together. I doubt not but 
there will be very good Reafons given fbr it, if 
4be Parliament flfelt tVct think fit to call for 
them* 

I muft : he# <te -pur Superiors the Juftice to 
jQVtQ, thaMheyiUlw crffeflual and fpeedy Me- 
thods to finift the $f#*yb War. For notwitb- 
flanding that we had a great Fleet in. the 

Strcigbts, . 
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Streights, and another in the Baltic > < a Third 
was difpatched with much Refolution and Ex- 
pence to frighten the Cardinal into pacific Mea- 
sures, and to conquer Figo 9 tho* we were 
threaten'd at the fame Time at Home with a 
dreadful Invafion from the late Duke of Ormorid. 
But no domeftic Danger can hinder a brave 
People from exerting their martial Genius, and 
making a heroic Figure Abroad. 

In this Vigo Expedition it is faid we have had 
wonderful Succefs. For, not to mention that 
the Town would infallibly have been plundered, 
. had not the Inhabitants gutted their Houfes when 
they run away, it is certain that we have van- 
quiflbed feveral great Guns and brought them 
away Captives. It is alfo credibly reported that 
we have taken from the Enemy fome of their 
Fiihing Tackle, 

Our Whig allows Great Men to have their 
private Failings and Paffions. It cannot be 
otherwife $ and they are unreafonable and ill 
bred who upbraid them with it. But in the 
Name of God let them not indulge them at 
the Expence of the Nation. Let them no t 
poftpone the Care of the public Welfare to mind 

their 
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their own. Let them not out of perfonal Piques 
give up Whig Boroughs into Jacobite Hands* 
Let them not, for the Sake of a Miftrefs or a 
Crony, difable worthy Men, and patronife 
worthies. Let them not run into mad Dangers, 
and then endeavour to alter and confound the 
Conftitution for their perfonal Security from 
thofe Dangers, Let them not out of Self-ends, 
and for fecret (perhaps pernicious Jobs) be tarn* 
" pering and juggling with the Nation's Enemies, 
and deferring and betraying that Party which is 
eminent for its Love of Liberty, to thofe who 
are its ftigmatiaed Enemies. 

The Duke of Buckingham^ chief Minifter to 
the blefled Martyr, involved his Country in 
two Wars at a Time, when the Excbequtr 
was empty, with the two great neighbouring 
Kingdoms, becaufe he was balked in his luftful 
Defigns upon a French Lady and a Spanijk. 
And the Duke of Lauderdale^ becaufe he was 
difobliged by the Kirk, a Member of which 
he once was, ruled his native kingdom of 
Scotland, by a great Army and fanguinary 
Laws, all the Reign of King Charles the Se- 
cond. 

I cannot forbear digrefling a little here, to 
(hew the wretched State of Scotland at that 

Time. 
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Time. High Church, which by Force and 
Cruelty had expelled Presbytery* enjoyed then 
a rare Time of revelling in the Blood of Schis- 
matics. The Orthodox Priefts became every 
where Informers againft the Preaching and 
Praying of Nonconfarmifts, and the Soldiers, 
to pleafe the Priefts, became their Butchers. 
And the poor religious People, when caught 
provoking the Clergy by Devotion, were un- 
mercifully put to Death without Law, Jury, or 
Record. So were thofe Men rewarded, who 
had received and crowned that King, when his 
Life was fought by thofe who took away his 
Father's. 

But to return. I can prove it, that the 
whole Legiflative Power of this Nation has 
been in former Reigns engaged in gratifying a 
diabolical Paflion of one Man; and our Secu- 
rity and Liberties have been facrificed to Hu- 
mour or a Miftrefs. When a Minifter makes 
hafte to be rich, the Service of his Country 
mult either lie ftiH, or go on no fafter than he 
gets by it. A whole People was finely cm- 
ployed, when they were labouring for the Poc- 
ket of one who was betraying them at the 
fame Time. Moft Men are willing to allow a 
great Officer, if he would but carefully cook 

the 
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the Nation's Money, to lick hi* own Fingers 
and thrive upon his Employment, But he who 
exhaufis the Nation for his own Ufe, is a pub* 
lie. Highwayman, and the whole Kingdom 
fliould be his Profecutors. I do not believe 
that there .are any fiich Praflices at prefent— 
I pray God defend us from them for the Future. 
That fucb Things may be lately done, is evident, 
from hence, that of all. the overgrown Leeches 
of the laft Reigns (for I fuppofe there have been 
none in this,) not one has been yet drained of his 
ill got Wealth. 

Gaming is fo dreadful a Vice, efpecially in 
thofe who are any way intruded with our Li- 
berties, that I cannot pals over it in Silence. 

A Man who will venture his Eftate will 
Venture his Country. He who is mad enough 
to commit his All to the Chance of a Dye, is 
)ike to prove but a faithlefs Guardian of the 
Public, in which he has perhaps no longer 
any Stake. It is a Jeft, and fomething worfe 
in a Man who flings away his Fortune this 
Way, to pretend any Regard for the Good of 
Mankind. His A&ions give his Words the 
Lye. He facrifices his own Happinefi, and 
that of his Family and Poftcrity, to a Sharper 

or 
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or an Amufcment, and by doing it (hews that 
he is utterly deftitutc of common Prudence and 
natural Affedtion ; and, on the contrary, an En- 
courager and Example of the mod definitive 
Corruption ; and after all this ridiculoufly talks 
of his Zeal for his Country, which confifts in 
good Senfe and Virtue joined to a Tendeinefc 
for one's Fellow- Creatures. When he has 
wantonly reduced himfelf to a Morfel of Bread, 
he will be eafily perfuaded to forfake his 
Wretchednefs and accept of a Bribe. Who 
would truft their Property with one who cannot 
keep his own ? The fame vicious Imbecillity 
of Mind which makes a Man a Fool to him- 
felf, will make him a Knave to other People. 
So that this wicked Proncnefs to Play, which is 
only the impious Art of undoing and being un- 
done, cuts off every Man who is poffefled with 
it, from all Pretence either to Honefty or Ca- 
pacity. I doubt England has paid dear for fuch 
Extravagancies. A Law-maker and a Gamc- 
fter, is a Character big v>ith Alfurdity and Dan- 
ger. I wifh that in every Member of either 
Houfe, Gaming were attended with Expulfion 
and Degradation ; and, in every Officer Civil 
or Military, with the Lo(l- of his PLce. A Law 
. enjoining this Penalty would be effe&ual, and 
no other can. We fee it goes on, upon the 

f rcfw'nt 
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prefent Foot, in fpite of Satyr and Afis of 
Parliament. I would have this execrable Cor- 
ruption meet with no Encouragment. The 
Frowns of the Court would certainly put a 
Check to it, but then there rauft not be an 
Office kept on Purpofe for it. 

~ Our Whig has an equal Averfion to Mas- 
querades. They are a Market for Maiden, 
heads and Adultery ; a dangerous Luxury oppo- 
fite to Virtue and Liberty. There was Some- 
thing like them formerly in the Reigns of our 
word Princes, by the Name of Majks. As the 
prefent Reign refembles thefe in nothing elfe, fo 
neither would I have it refemble them in this. 
They were revived, or rather introduced, after 
the French Way by a Foreign Ambajfador^ whofe 
only Errand then in England could be but to 
corrupt and enflave us, and for that End this 
Oiad and indecent Diversion was pra&is'd and 
exhibited by him as a popular Engine to catch 
jjofc Mind?, or to make them fo, with great 
Sjccefs. What good Purpofe they can ferve 
now, I would be glad to know ?— — The Mif- 
chief of the/n is manifeft both to the Pub- 
lic, and private Perfons ; a Handle is taken 
from them to traduce fome great Characters, 
whom I would have always reverenced ; and 

they 



( 2 4° ) 

they are viAMy an Opportunity and Invitation t* 
Lewdness. 

If People wiH feave Amufements, let them 
have warrantable and decent' ones ; as to Mas- 
querades, they are fo much the School of Vice, 
that, excepting a Law to declare it innocent and 
iafe, I queftion whether Human Invention can 
contrive a more fuceefsful Method of propaga- 
ting it 

The Pra&ice of the Commonalty is formed 
upon the Example of the Great, and what the 
Utter d$ the former think they may do. If a 
City Wife has it in hefr Head, againft her Hus- 
band's Inclinations, to take the Pleafures of the 
Mafquerade, (he has but to tell him that my 
Lady Duchefs of — — — is to be there (no 
doubt upon the fame Errand) and the poor, fo- 
ber, faring,. Man mud fubmtt, and be content 
to be in the Clafs of his Betters. 

From this Source of Proftitution I fear many 
a worthy Man takes to his Arms a tainted and 
vicious Wife, and finds in her a melancholy 
Reafon both for himfclf and, his Pofterity to 
curfe and deteft Mafquerades, and all thofe that 
encouraged them. I was in hopes they were at 

an 
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an End. I beard that the Theatre in the Hay 
~ Market was to be ufed intirely another Way, 
and that our Underflandings were only to be 
affronted this Winter in that Place wkh Italian 
Quavers and Cremona Fiddles \ for-which I was 
not Carry, fince the leaving of Debauchery, for 
the Sake of Nonfenfe, is ftill fome degree of Re* 
formation. Let us make much of it— Though 
I .would fain hope it is not the only one we are 
like to fee. 

Some weak People would infinuate, as if 
thofe in high. Place promoted thefe infamous 
Amufements as a Means to divert bufy Heads 
from diving into their A&ions — But this muft 
be a malicious and fenfelefs Slander, fince all 
the Meafures of thefe Gentlemen are fo clear 
and honourable that they themfelves need fear no 
Scrutiny. 

Having neither Wife nor Daughter of my 
own, I am anxious only for the Eafe and Re- 
putation of thofe that have. So that I have no 
Motive but the Love of public Virtue to fay 
what I have faid upon this Theme. 

I could wiih that thofe Reverend Gentlemen, 
whofe Bufinefe and Duty it more properly is, 
L to 
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tp tacpofc (his Scene of Iniquity, had prcpeate4 
me. If our Lint Preachers have omitted it, I 
can aftrrbc k to nothing but Forgetfulnefs, or 
their good Eroding. And yet where is there a. 
more necefiary, where a more affedting Sub* 
jeft i Here, O ye Bifhops, Priefts and Dea* 
/cons, {hew the ' Zmz/ with which you abound ; 
here (hew- Danger, not to the Church indeed, 
hut Danger to Virtue, Danger tQ Chriftianity ! 
Here alarm your Peopled Ears, here roufe 
their Paffions ; and ceafe combating hamdefs 
Notions and dry Ideas, till you have utterly 
defeated glaring Vice and exorbitant Debau- 
chery. 

Our Whig is an irreconcileable Enemy to the 
felling of Places, or conferring them partially. 
To be given to the Worthiejl* is the public Voice 
upon this Occafion. They are the national 
Rewards for well deferving, or a Capacity of 
deferving well ; and it is evident Injuftice, and 
a Jcind. of Robbery, to difpofe of them upon 
other Motives. If the Candidate has Merits 
*he tacit Confent of the People is already on 
his Side ; and why fliould he give Money for 
ihat which is his Due ? If he has not Merit, 
why fhould he have the Recompence of it ? 
freely you have received? freely give^ is a Precept 

which 
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commend and enforce it. 

Molt or all of the great Places are given Gra- 
tis to thofe who, as to their Fortunes, do not 
want them, and no* Caufe can be affigned hut 
Avarice and Want of Human Compaflxon why 
any of the fmall ones lhould be fold, when they 
are fought for the mod Part as the Means of 
Life and Subfiftance. 

He that can bargain away a little Poff, would 
from the fame vile Principle - difpofe of a great 
Kingdom upon valuable Confiderations ; and 1 
fooner, zs the Price rauft be greater, and con* ' 
fequently the Motives ftronger. 

Every Guilt of this kind, when dete&ed, 
fhould be branded with Incapacity and a pub- 
lie Mark of Infamy* It is making Traffic of 
.one's Country : It is plundering Worth of its 
Birthright ; and it has a Degree of Malignity 
and Vilenefs in it, which ought to be narrowly- 
watched and feverely puniflied. It is true this 
Villany cannot be always detected openly ; but 
by obferving Mens Circumftances we may 
guefs whether they fpend or lay up more than 
their honeft Income ; and, if they do, we may 
L a take 



tafce dim fcr Criminals,- and either oHige 
them to account for thefe Exceeding!, or difible 
them Gram hurting us any more in die fame 

la King Cbmrks die Second's Time, a Fraub 
Woman or two, and a Tribe of other hungry 
Courtier* who cane with him from beyond Sea, 
did by die Connivance of the Miniftry, and in 
Confederacy with diem, make a fair Penny of 
the Birthright of Britm. The Parliament of 
that Time, . *rho fiiould have been die Guardians 
and Watchmen of die Public, were tbemfelve$ 
engaged in a Trade of Corruption, N and fpokc, 
or held their Tongues, as they were paid. In 
that Long Parliament there was a Majority of 
Pcnfioners, who overlooked thefe dark Deal- 
ings, and many more, particularly that of the 
arbitrary Increase of the Prince's Guards, #hich 
was the firfl: Approach towards a fianding Ar- 
my. Thefe Guards have, never been reduced 
fince. This fhews the dreadful Danger of Pre- 
cedents. 

But neither ought Places to be beftowed out 
of private and perfonal Regards. I have heard 
of the Time, when a mean obfcure Jacobite 

was 
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was put into a fine Poft for Life, purely for a 
Piece of Work which dcfervcd no more than an 
Attorney's Fee. Befides, the Public had no 
Concern in it. When, at the fame Time, very 
many deferving Whigs remain'd unprovided for, 
and even negle&ed, though they had done their 
Country more Service than fome who had much 
better Luck. 

There were a Sort of Men amongft us many 
Years fince, who, being of great Confequence 
to themfelves, had adopted the Craft of Church- 
men, and very folemnly allured us that the Na- 
tion was always in eminent Danger, when they 
were not in Place. But as foon as the Steerage 
was commuted to them, and they were got 
into a Way of thriving, all was fafc, and yet 
nothing altered. It was of no Moment how 
other Pofts were conferred, provided they en- 
joyed the greate/ij and the Power of giving the 
fmalkft. If a Pretender was worth Money, or 
had done a private Job, no matter for his Parts 
and Principles ; Worthleftufs and JacoHtifm weVe 
no Bars to Preferment ; nay, the Tories were 
invited to accept of very good Places and wel- 
come, provided they aimed not at the highejl of 
all. But, for the Whigs of the private and 
inferior Clafs, they, were at Liberty to do what 
L 3 Good 
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take them for Criminals, and either oblige 
them to account for thefe Exceeding?, or difablc 
them from hurting us any more in the fame 
Station. 

In King Charles the Second's Time, a French 
Woman or two, and a Tribe of other hungry 
Courtiers who came with him from beyond Sea, 
did by the Connivance of the Miniftry, and in 
Confederacy with them, make a fair Penny of 
the Birthright of Britons. The Parliament of 
that Time, who fliould have been the Guardians 
and Watchmen of the Public, were themf«lve s 
engaged in a Trade of Corruption, x and fpoke, 
or held their Tongues, as they were paid. In 
that Long Parliament there was a Majority of 
Penfioners, who overlooked thefe dark Deal- 
ings, and many more, particularly that of the 
arbitrary Increafe of the Prince's Guards, Which 
was the firft Approach towards a Handing Ar- 
ray. Thefe Guards have never been reduced 
fince. This fhews the dreadful Danger of Pre- 
cedents. 

But neither ought Places to be beftowed out 
of private and perfonal Regards. I have heard 
of the Time, when a mean obfeure Jacobite 

was 
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was put into a fine Poft for Life, purely for a 
Piece of Work which deferved no more than an 
Attorney's Fee. Befides, the Public had no 
Concern in it. When, at the fame Time, very 
many deferving Whigs remain'd unprovided for, 
and even negle&ed, though they had done their 
Country more Service than fome who had much 
letter Luck. 

There were a Sort of Men amongft us marty 
Years fince, who, being of great Confequence 
to themfelves, had adopted the Craft of Church- 
men, and very folemnly allured us that the Na- 
tion was always in eminent Danger, when they 
were not in Place. But as foon as the Steerage 
was commuted to them, and they were got 
into a Way of thriving, all was fafc, and yet 
nothing altered. It was of no Moment how 
other Polls were conferred, provided they en- 
joyed the gnateft) and the Power of giving the 
imalleft. If a Pretender was worth Money, or 
had done a privatt Job, no matter for his Parts 
and Principles ; Worthlefnefs and Jacottiifm welre 
no Bars to Preferment; nay, the Tories were 
invited to accept of very good Places and wel- 
come, provided they aimed not at the higheft of 
all. But, for the Whigs of the private and 
inferior Clafs, they, were at Liberty to do what 
L 3 Good 
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Good ' they pkafed to their Country and to 

Mankind, without the leaf): Pretentions to the 
Friendfhip of the Great : On the contrary they 
.were told they very arrogantly dtfbbliged them, 
and marred their Schemes by their officious Be- 
haviour. 

I am perfuaded it is otherwife now, and that 
in due Time we (hall fee the Bijhop of Banger 
preferred fuitably to his. great Merit. I hope it 
is not inconfiftent with my Schemes. I am 
Aire the Interefts of Truth and Liberty are 
nearly concerned in rt. For my Part, I {hould 
not wonder if both Houfes of Parliament aoV 
dreffed his Majefty to give hisLordfhip the heft 
Bifliopric in. England, as he is the beft Defender 
oi the Liberties of England. 

» 

I hope it is not true what I am told, namely, 
That the Bifhop has not only met with hard 
Ufage and Disappointment, but even hard Namea, 
from fome People, for his keeping up a Spirit 
which hindered the Adoption of fome true Sons 
of the Church into certain Schemes. 

Let me abne and I will let you a!on$ y is no 
longer the Language of Children at Play. A 
much wifer Sort of People have taken it up, and 

it 
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A apfcars-taic the £rft Art icle-of^a -certain Ssr^ 
gain* which all Jaft Winter we -were put im 
Hopes of. 

If fach People could have their Will, tflfc 
Seminaries and their MifEonaries might go otv 
to fcatter their Poifon, and level their Dodrines 
againft the fundamental Security of this Nation^ 
to (hike at the Root of our Peace ; to over-Keaf 
the moft glaring Truths with bold and danger- 
ous Falfhoods, and to have it in their Power to* 
valce us miferable Bondmen, whenever they 
bave a fair Opportunity. Then not a Stroke 
onuft be ftruck that may diipleafe or difeppoinfc 
them ; not a Corruption be removed that they 
.are fond of; not a Clergy man re warded, noranjr 
Body elfe, who has writ in Defence of Liberty* 
and made them angry. 

But 'Almighty God has. been fe 'Aiercfful to» - 
-this poor Nation, as to blefs us with a Miniftry r 
* who, fcorning all mean Tranfa&ions, will alfty 
fcorn to enter into any Meafures of Union* 
and Confederacy with the High Clergy, till tb e 
.whole Body of them have given us demanftratiw 
Proofs of their Attachment to our prefent Settle- 
mini and Civil Rights * but will, on the con- 
trary, enable the Diffenters, in the mean Time,. 
L 4 
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to defend us ~ahd thettfcfrei a g p in fl aiiy 'rottae " 

Attempts Id difturb and cnflave ftt» * 

While His Majefty reigns, let Him have 
what Cftufclkrs He will, our Liberties will 
befecure. His very .freifbn and Cotmtenaifoe 
fbew Him to be a rirtuous, wife* and bene- 
ficent ftince* and every AOon of Hit Life 
confirms it But wffl He live for erer t And 
an we forget our many Struggles with the Higji 
Clagjr for the Prefervatian of our Liberty? Art 
not thefe Men, whom we fet up and m a intain , 
lor ever endeavouring to putt ua downs and to 
make a Prey of our Property, and Sbves df ctar 
Perfonk ? Do they not claim our Land* for thefe 
Poffeffions, and us for their Vaffals ? Have we 
'not been forced *to wage War with our own 
Mercenaries? 

May we not therefore exped, diving HisMa- 
jefty's Reign, Security again*, the Time to 
come ? Have we not been promtfed it ? And 
will any Body dare to affirm that he refufes it ? 
No, No. I wifh others were as ready to ask 
as he will be to comply. His firft and chief 
Care, tbe Nation's Happinefs, is concerned in 
it ; and the Nation's principal Care, the Secu- 
rity of His Perfon *nd Fsunily, is alfo .con- 
cerned 
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cerned in it : And they who oppofe or negled it, 
oppofe and negleft both. 

The DifTenters have undeniably proved them* . 
felvea excellent Subje&s and Englijbmen j and it 
will always be their Intereft to do fo, while 
they have that Protection and Encouragement, 
which God, and Nature, and our Conftitution 
allow them. They aim at no Independent 
Power. They have no Pretenfions upon the 
Lands and Liberties of England. They have to 
a Man kept their. Oaths to the Government, 
and oppofed the Rebellion. They are a fober 
and induftrious People, and Promoters of Mo- 
rality and Trade, two great Props of Liberty- 
And the higheft Objection againft them is, 
That they will not kneel down to a Prieft, nor 
worfhip a Piece of Crape. Yet they ftill ftand 
where they did, and are like to ftand ; for it 
feems there are many Afleverations and Oaths 
gone forth againft them, That thi DiJfintirsJbaH 
rift no higher. 

It is fit the Diflenters fhould know that 
they jdeferve, in every Refpeft, the beft Ufage 
the Nation can give them ; and the honeft Part 
of the Nation, to do it Juftice* is not to blame 
if they want it 



L s Every 



Every Government ibnis by confiding la 
thofe that love it. The prefent Miniftry owe 
their being fo to their Principles of Liberty* 
and their Adherence to the Sueceffion. And i* 
k not equally teafonable -that the Diffcnters, 
who have the fame Plea, fcould poflefe in a pro- 
per Degree the feme Favour ? And yet have 
they any other Reward than Two or Three 
meer Negatives ? They contributed largely to 
fave the Nation, and therefore they are not ftrfir 
exited. Exceeding kind and bountiful ! . 

Their ZeSl and Induftry, to fey nothing of 
their Expences, in chufing Proteftant Mfembers 
for the prefent Parliament, will, I don't doubts 
be powerful Motives with grateful Men to re- 
lieve thefe their Friends and Benefactors from 
the Fetters of Tefts which were intended againfl: 
Papifls." And the remarkable Spirit and Alacri- 
ty which they fhevfred in quelling the late Re- 
bellion* tho' at the Danger of Penalties and 
Profccutions, was likewife a loqd Demand up- 
on thofe who could take their Thoughts off 
themfelves, and turn them to the public Inte- 
rcft, to diftinguifh with Qualifications and Re- 
wards fuch a numerous Body of well affefled 
Men* 

_ ; I. That 



T&at ftch * pubKc-fpirited Defigh couW 
not have been carried through, will hardly bfe 
fe^lidved. Prqjedb of a very different and in- 
ferior Nature have been attended with fur* 
p*i*u^ Soccefs. And not one-Bill) or Scheme, 
that had the lead Face of public Good, has mifr 
carried. No y we have been triumphant in our 
Undertakings in the Houfe of Commons : In- 
fiMttuck that it is bard to determine which h 
more rejaartable, the Zeal of that Houfe for 
die Eafe and Intereft of the Public, or its com* 
mendable Faith in the Miniftry. 

. A certain Project indeed W2S very juftfy:, 
and very fortunately for Great-Britain, receiv- 
- ed by dftnterejied Per fins with a general Ab^ 
korrertce. What muft feme Men have done* 
when nothing can fcreen them but die altering^ 
and overturning of F oundations ? 

But to return, and put the Behaviour of High 
Church in Balance with that of the Diflenters, 
The corrupt Clergy were through all England 
pufliing at our Settlement with all their Might 
and Malice. Some of them indeed were wary 
and 4Uent, but their Good-will was never the 
L 6 kfc* 
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lefs. So true it is, that they who art tut fir ms 9 
or* agoinft us f Eyen in their Neutrality they 
were forfworn. Thus the Ambafladors of 
Peace and Truth, and the great Advocates for 
Non-Refiftance, became the Trumpeters of 
War, and the Patrons of Perjury and Rebel- 
lion. 

If the Diflenters knew what Bargains are 
driven, and with what Contempt they are fpo- 
ken of, and what a mortal Antipathy there is in 
jbme People againft giving them any fttbftantial 
Advantages, they would not be fo very free in 
drinking xertain Healths, which are now, for ' 
good Caufes, omitted by their trucft Patrons in 
Town. But I am told they themfelvea begin 
to be pretty well cured of their wonted Fond* 
nefs that way. God knows, they have fufficient 
Reafon. Mr. W was once their great 

Favourite : They fee how be Curved them. 
Have they found others much kinder? Iwilk 
that even their pcofefled Plenty's, who lofe no- 
thing by being at the Head of their Affairs, do 
not now and then drop their Zeal for Separa- 
tiw % in Confideraiion of a Bank Bill, or a pret- 
ty Income. It is certain they go every length > 
whether confidently with their Commiffion, let 
their Principals judge. 

There 
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There has been lately a Motion made in the 
Irijb Parliament, in Favour of Proteftant Dif- 
fenters of that Kingdom. I will not fiippofe 
they are beholden for this Favour to the Au- 
thor of the Letter to the ArchWhop of Canter- 
bury ; but of this 1 dare be pofitive, That if 
fome People have half as much Zeal for paffing 
fiich a BUI in Ireland, as they had, and, I am 
told, ftill have, for paffing another in England, 
it will not hereafter mifcarry,' 

' P. S. In the fecond Part of this Charafter 
will be confidered the Affair of a Northern 
War, 




CON- 



PREFACE, 



rHE former Pari of the Independent 
Whig appeared Abroad about the Time 
the Peerage Bill made its Exit in the Houfe 
of Commons : What were the fecret Motives 
for that Bill, or what hopeful Ends were to 
have been ferved by it, I do not pretend to ex- 
plain, nor indeed, for the Eafe of my own 
Mind, do I care to guefs ; becaufe it is a Cafe 
of Confcience with me, and a Jianding Maxim, 
to fpeak no III of the Deceafed : J fhall there- 
fore only fay with Mr. Dryden, De mortuis 
nil nifi bonum ; Peace be with the Manes 
. of the Bill. : 

I am 
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... J. am willing to think thm .wqr no .In- 
tention to engage us in a Northern War y in 
order to ferve Purpofes direffty in the *Tuib 
of the AS of Settlement of the Crown ; or r 
if there was any fuch % I am perfuaded it is 
now laid aftde^ and therefore^ I have alfo 
laid qfide my Buxpofe of considering Jbe Com- 
Sequences of fucb'*a ff r dr > as 7 promifedlk 
my laft. 

fbe Age of killing Monjlers is long./ipfe 
yaft and gone % and there Hvis now neither^ 
Hercules nor a Thefcusy to fubdue HydraS 
and Dragons and I Jhould be fir ry to fu- 
my Countrymen revive tbofe Ages of Knight 
Errantry y and arrive to fuib a Degree 
Quixottfm, as to range ever/the World in 
'Queft- V" Adventures , and to become the 
Right ers of Wrongs and Redreffers of ln~ 
juries^ through the whole Univerfe. 

It would indeed be a greater Piece of 
Romantic Gallantry > than any of thofe fabu- 
lous 
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bus Heroes ever undertook, fir 'a Nation liv- 
ing at ft great a Diftance, to throw away an 
advantageous Trade, and engage in an inu 
praElicable War, againft a Power guarded 
two Thirds of the Tear with Ice and Snow, 
fortified with impregnable Towns, which will 
be covered with numerous Armies, and no- 
ways to be attacked but with Troops parching 
from difiant Countries , without Magazines* 
without Forage, and without Pay, unlefs WK 
fuppfy them \ and this too without any Pro* 
fpe3 of Advantage accruing to ourfelves, iut 
only to • ferve - the Interejts of- another State*, 
•and to preferve a Country of.no Concern to 
us \ the whok Value which, if xvcry Foot 
of Ground in it was to be fold, would probably; 
*ot.pay the Charge and Lsffes of one Fear's 
War. 

As this is too wild a Thought to enter into 
the Mind of any Englishman, fo I conceive 
itumeceffary at prefent to fay any more of it \ 
and therefore I have in this fecond Part con- 
Jidered a Qyeftion which w more the ObjeSt of 
our prefent Hopes and Fears, viz. What 

would 
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would be the Confequence of delivering up Gi- 
braltar upon any Confideration wbatfoever? 

1 defign to continue this Paper weekly, in 
a Half-Sheet, which will firft appear on 
Wednefday, the loth Day of this Month, 
in which I JhaU meddle with Politics only 
occafionally, my principal Intention being to 
expofe the Malignity and Danger of certain . 
Principles y which prevail too much, and, I 
wifib I could not fay, are too little difcou- 
raged. 

I hope in this Undertaking IJhall be fuffer. 
ed to build up with the fame Impunity with 
which others are fuffered to pull down. 

I own there are Methods, which, if prac* 
tifed, would prove much more effectual than 
mine, and root out that Difeafe which I can 
only rejift. In the mean Time jt fhall be 
my Care to fhew the Neceffty of fame fuch 
Methods, by (hewing the Danger we are in, 
while we want them. When Doftrines are 
avowedly fpread, that ftrike at the Peace 

and 
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and Liberty of Mankind, it is the undoubted 
Right, and Duty of every Man, to guard 
bimfelf and others againft them ; and it is as 
notch the Duty of Governors to preferve their 
SubjeBs from the Contagion of fitch deft rue- 
the Principles, as from Force and Inva- 
fans. 

the Felicity of the People is the End of 
Magiftrates ; and all Arts and Pr offices that 
lejfen that Felicity, call for their Correction 
and Cure. Now 1 defy the Wit of Man to 
reconcile the Happinefs of the World to many 
of our High-flying Tenets; qn the contrary, 
where-ever they prevail, I will undertake to 
Jbew, That the fevereft Mifery, even brutijb 
Ignorance, abjeB Slavery, Poverty, and 
Wickednefs, do alfo prevail. I never looked 
upon an armed Hoft to be half fo terrible 
as an Army of afpiring Ecclefiaflics. The 
former may be repulfed by Strength and 
Bravery, which fignify nothing againft the 
latter, who make your own Heart confpire 
againft you, by filling it with falfe Terrors. 

Dominion 
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fo^tuon is.tht Word, SeriituAt the Buty* 
and } Damnation the Penalty. 

Till therefore our Superiors JhaU be at lei* 
Jure to put a final Stop to the Growth of theft 
Principles that infatuate the Multitude, and 
undermine our Conftitution, I, who am fo ntr- 
fafhionable a Man as to have more Concern 
for the Public 9 than Conjideraticto for myfelf^ 
Jtand up an Advocate for the Rights of Man- 
kind y to expofe tbofe Claims that contradiSt 
Reafon and the Gofpel, and bring Coutempt 
upon the Clergy, 

I confefs this SubjeSl has been largely dift 
cuffed by fever al Hands, who are equal to the 
Undertaking, and made T ruth triumph over 
Fal/hood. Foremofl in the Lift (or in any 
other that could be made on this Occajion) 
ft and s the Bijbop of Bangor, a Champion for 
Truth, and a fore Adverfary to all that have 
been her's. His Enemies have confeffed their 
Impotence and Defeat in their Recourfe to In- 
vention and Calumny ; and have attacked his 
Reafoning, and his Reputation^ with equal ill 
t " Fortune 
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Fortune and Maitic. Notwithstanding which, 
thtj : baoe gone on, andfiill go on, and neither 
Modefiy, Remorfe, Shame* nor the Reflection 
upon their own repeated Oaths and Subfcrip- 
tions, can deter them from fpreading their 
Poifin evtry Day, in every Place, and upon 
£very Occqfion. So that they make it neceffary 
to repeat the Antidote, btberwife they will 
caU Silence Comriflion, and interpret a Con- 
tempt of them and their wild Performances^ 
to be an Acknowledgment of their wild Prin» 
aples. 

I am far from pretending to equal, much 
lefs mend, what bis Lordjhip has done. But 
my Defign is to ftart new Topicks, fir ike out 
new Trails, and throw the fame Subjeft into 
new Lights ; in doing which, 1 fhall fre* 
quently ufe a Freedom, and Manner of Stile 
not common, perhaps not permitted to Men in 
Holy Orders. 

I hope to give the Bifpute a new Turn, and, 
; inftead of a long Train of confequential Argu- 
ments, to reduce it to a few felf evident Pro- 
portions, 



4*&iimts. wbicb I Aall cnikatmur Mifitittkilfa 
to emkellijb with agreeaUe Incidents : the 
Reverend, Right Reverend, cr mji Retoertmf 
Deaeryjball war a Fecfs Qtp if bedeferver 
it, tbtugb it happens to he 'a CantinaTs : Be- 
fides, many will reed a Half-Sheet who will • 
net refda Vobtme. 

j 

In this great Under tating I hope to have Aid 
front feme better Hands, and as the Subjefi is 
now pretty well underftood, IexpiB, and Jb all 
be ready to receive any cajital Affiance that 
may be font me, referving to snyjelftbe Liberty 
of altering (if it require Alteration ) and adapt- 
ing it to my own Defign, of which Imuft be 
allowed to be the propereft Judge. Wboev& 
therefore would correspond with me, may di- 
rect to the Independent Whig, at Mr. Ro- 
berts'; the Publilherin Warwick-Lam. . 

As to the Propagation and Succefs of the 
Weekly Paper abovementioned, I can do no 
more than beftow upon it my chief Labour and 
Study ; and % for other Helps and Support, it 

mufi rely on thofe who like it. 

i / hopt 
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/ hope no one will think me fo foolijh as 
to expeB Encouragement from tbofe who ought 
to give it, and, as I do not pretend to bear 
the Charge of Printing fucb -a Taper myfelf 
fo the Continuance of it muft depend upon the 
Encouragement it receives from Abroad. 
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S the Difmiffion of Cardinal Alberoni from 



jTj^ the Court and Councils of the King of 
Spain, and the Hopes of an approaching TV 4 
engage the Thoughts and Wifliesof eve- ./? 
in England^ who has any Love for his 
try, . or laments the prefent State of our Debts 
and Taxes ; fo I efteem it not only the Right* 
but the Duty of every honeft Man, to offer to 
his Superiors fuch Confiderations as he con- 
ceives may render the Peace advantageous, and 
make us fome Recompence for the Profufion of 
Wealth it has coft the Nation, at a Time too 
when we were loaded with fo many Milliops of 



It will be a Service alfo to the prefent Mi- 
ni ft ry, by wiping off any malicious Charge, if 
any fuch there be, of their having run into an 
unadvifed and foolifh War. If the War wasne- 
ceflary (without which it is inexcufable, not* 
withftanding the great and furprizing Succefs 
which we have had in it) no doubt the Con- 
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<Jitions of Peace will be fuitable, and demon- 
(Irate, that, without a War, we could not have 
had them. What we gain by the 'Peace will 
juftify the Expences of the War ; and we fliali 
have new Advantages of Trade, and new For- 
trefles and Securities to defend thofe Advan- 
tages.- If we have not Pofleffion given us of 
fome Ports in the Weft-Iniies y tjie IAandof Ma- 
jorca ought at leaft to be added, for the Support 
iof Port+Maboity and a competent Tra& of Land 
ought to be annexed to Gibraltar, for the Con- 
venience and Maintenance of that Garrifon, as is 
ufual in like Cafes, and ought to have beeji done 
at firft. At prefent they have not a Foot of 
Ground about it, either for Gardens or Paf- 
ture, but are cooped up within their Stone 
Walls, and left to make the heft of their in- 
clofed Rock. 

Without fuch Conditions and Securities all 
Treaties fignify nothing, and may, and probably 
will be broken, as foon as made. Here we can 
expect no Help from Allies and Guarantees, who 
will always emulate, and privately confpire againft 
the great Naval Power, and growing Trade of 
England^ which is the Envy and Terror ,of $he 
World. 



I would 
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I would Indeed be glad to know what Ad- 
vantages, or even Performance of Articles, Eng- 
land has ever received from her good Allies ? 
'Tis true they have often done us the Favour 
to accept of our Help when they wanted it ; 
and I am told, fome of them have threatened 
to accept it no more, unlefs we gave it them 
upon their own Terms. But pray, how has 
the Favour been returned to us ? What has the 
Emperor done for us, in Recompence for all 
we have done, and are ftill doing for him? 
Unkfs in. the Help he gave us laft Year againft 

• the Pretender and his Madam. . Or what AiP 
fiftance have the Dutch afforded us in this ex- 

. peofive, and, as we are told, ncceflary War? 
Have they not eat the Bread of Quktncfs and 
Security, while we have been running into 
Perils and Battles for them and all Europe? 
They have lain (till, eafmg. their Country of 
public Burthens, whilft we have been increafing 
ours ; they have grown Rich by the Trade 

. which we have loft, and, 'tis faid, have even 
fupplied our Enemies with the Materials r$ 
War, to fight againft us. And yet it is certain 
that they are as much (if not more) interefted 
in the Balance of Europe than we are, as they 
are nearer the Danger, and have not Seas to 
M 3 guard 
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guard them. As to the Balance of Power in 
the North, they are much more concerned than 
we, not only as their Trade thither is vaftly 
greater than ours, but as they have no other 
Source of Naval Stores ; whereas very little Wit 
and Honefty would fupply us with all we want 
.from our own Plantations. Whjlft we have been 
wafting our Strength, and our Subftance* and 
lofing our Traffic, they have Iain ftill, and con- 
tinue to lie ftill, accepting, and returning Com- 
pliments from, and to the Courts of Spain and of 
the Czar, and are juft ready to receive all the 
Advantages of the RuffianTndc (which at the 
Revolution we were in full Poffefiion of) when- 
ever we Hull be mad or foolifli enough to throw 
it away. And what Affiftance thefe our kind Al- 
lies gave us in the firft Rebellion againft his pre- 
sent Majefty, and in the late terrible Sfmiijb In- 
valion, we fhall be better informed, when, the 
Accounts relating to that Affair are fully Gated 
and balanced. 

Sure we fhall not be always the Cullies of 
Britain! Our Allies muft and will make us 
fome Amends at laft, for ail we have done 
for them ; and they have now an Opportu- 
nity of doing it by getting for us fome of thofe 

Advan- 
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Advantages which they have received from our 
Friendihip. 

It was an old Obfervation of Phitip de Co* 
mines, concerning us Englijhmen, That we have 
.ever loft by oUr Heads what we have gained by our 
Hands, and have always given up by Treaty what 
we had won by the Sword. The Reafon which 
tie gives for this is a very good one. He (ays, 
That all our great Men were in Penfion to the 
King ^ France. Monfieur de Witt does perhaps 
mean Ibme thing Eke this, when he fays, 
That our Court has been always the mo/1 thievifi 
Court in Europe. However, I do not find bitf 
"that whatever Bargains our Minifters made for, 
or rather of, their Country, they generally 
made very good ones for thfcmfelves, at lead to 
the beft of their SkilL Dunkirk was not deli- 
vered for nothing, nof, I dare fay, the laft 
Peace made without the Contrivers finding their 
own Account in it, whatever their Country 
fufiered. 

But thefe Things are pafled and gone, and 
God has now fent us a Miniftry who will mend 
all thofe Faults which they were the firft to 
condemn. The Intereft of the Public is their 
Intereft. They have no fecret Purpofes to" 
M 4 ferve 
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ferve by dark and fhameful Treaties. They 
fcave no new Revolutions to bring- about, nor 
can they difguft their own Party, by a£ting 
freely and boldly for the Good of their Country, 
which is not the Cafe of the Heads of another 
Party. In fine, they have no defperate Game 
to play, to defend them from the Effects of 
defperate Meafures, nor have theyy like the 
others, been trapanned and outwitted by Frana, 
por have ungenerous Advantages been taken of 
their Credulity, when they had engaged them* 
felves and their Country beyond Retreat r 

We may therefore well expe& that our pre« 
fent Peace- Makers will, by the Advantages 
which they procure for us, reproach the Neg- 
left, Ignorance, and Treachery of the laft. 
There is nothing that the moft fanguine Ima« 
g nation can form, which we may not hope at 
the enfuing Treaty, from the Angular Part 
which we have taken in this War. We (truck 
the firft Blow, and have ever fince purfued it 
with great Ardor and Expence. We have beat- 
en and deftroyed the Enemies Fleets, infomuch 
that the poor Remains of their great Naval 
Strength can, at prefent, do no more than fkulk 
in their Ports, and hide themfelves in Corners. 
We have procured noble Advantages, and even 
Kingdoms to our Allies. Add to this, that we 

entered 
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entered "fingle into the Strife and the Danger. 
The Regent indeed moved to our Aid a good' 
while after, and the Dutch not at all, though, 
as has been before obferved, more than equally 
engaged by all the Ties and Motives which 
could engage us, at lead by all thofe which* 
we have yet avowed. 

How abfurd therefore it is for any one to fur~ 
mife or fear, that we fliould receive the Conditi- 
ons which we ought to give, purchase a Recon- 
ciliation at the Price of all our Vi&ories, and buy- 
a Peace when we may command it ? 

It is an undeniable Inftance of the Innocence* 
of our great Men, and of our great Contempt 
of the poor Efforts of their Enemies Malice, that 
they took not the leaft Notice of a Pamphlet 
publiftied laft Year with a pompous Title; it 
was called, The King of France'* Declaration of 
War % &c which direftly undertakes, in Pages 
the 29th and 34th, to procure from the King 
of England the R'eftitution of Gibraltar to Spain. 

They knew very well that fo wild a Calumny 1 
could make no Lnpreffion upon any judicious- 
Man, and they laughed at the Simplicity and' 
Malice of others, and gave them leave to play> 
At £, witk 
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with their own Folly : They knew very wett 
that a Fortrefi conquered by the ^Fleets and Ar. 
mies, by the Blood and Treafure of England* 
and folemnly yielded up by Treaty made with 
England % became Part of the Englifi Domi- 
nions, and fubje& to the JLegi^ative Power of, 
England^ and could not be diiannexed but by. 
Aft of Parliament ; and confequently, any 
Agreement to deliver up fuch a Fort to an 
Enemy, is High Treafon within the Statute 
of the 25th of Edward the Third ; and to, 
give it to any one elfe, is one of thofe High, 
Treafons referved , by that A£t for the Judg- 
ment of Parliament. 

They knew too that no Pocket Agreement 
is of any Force in England ; that we are 
bound by no Treaties but what are folemnly 
entered upon Record ; and every one might fa- 
tisfy himfelf that there was no fuch there. 

However, as the bare mentioning of fuch 
a Thing, though without the leaft Ground, 
has Thunderftruck many honeft, though ti- 
morous Men, I Avail endeavour to undeceive 
them by (hewing, it is impoffible that any 
virtuous and wife Miniftry, as we all know 
ours are, can ever hereafter fall into any Mea- 

fures 
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fitfes fo Yatal to their Country ; and this I fliaff 
do by {hewing the Advantage and Importance of 
that Port to the Sovereignty of the Seas. 

The Town of Gibraltar h buflt frpon a 
Rock Which reaches a League into the Sea, and 
was formerly called one of the Pillars, or the 

plus ultra of Hercules. It is joined to Spain 
by a foiall Neck of Land, which, being narrow 
and plain, may be eafily cut through andfe- 
parated from the Continent, fo as to form the 
whole into an Hand j and it is undoubtedly 
true, that a Mole may be made at a moderate 
Ex pence, capable of holding Thirty large Men 
of War. . 

It lies within -a few Leagues of Tangier, in 
Africa, and commands the Mouth of the 
Str eight s. It fees all Ships that fail from the 
Mediterranean to the Ocean, and from the 
Ocean thither, and consequently makes it im- 
practicable for any other Nation to trade there 
without our Leave, but by the Prote&ion of 
fuch Fleets and Convoys as will make any 
Tradfc unprofitable ; at the fame' Time it pro- 
teds our own Traffic, and furnifhes Store* 
Houfes either for War or Commerce, and a con- 
venient Place of Refrefhment to our Ships in 
M 6 their 
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their Voyages to and from Africa* Italy, the 
Levant, and fometimes the Eajl and Wtjl- 
Ind'us. 

It gives us the Means of carrying oh a pri- 
vate and advantageous Commerce with Spain, 
notwithftanding all the Prohibitions they can 
make, or Precautions they can ufe. It lies at 
Hand to intercept their Eaft and Weft-India 
Fleets with the Spoil and Riches of both 
Worlds : It feparates and divides Spain from k> 
felf, and hinders all Communication by Sea 
from the different Parts of their Dominions, and 
consequently muft keep them m a perpetual 
Dependance, and put them under a Neceffity to 
court our FrieftdQiip, as well as fear our Enmi- 
ty : It gives us. an Opportunity to pry into all 
their Meafures, obferve all their Motions, and* 
without the moft ftupid Remifnefs on our Parts* 
renders it impracticable for them to form any 
Proje&s, or carry on any Expeditions againfl 
us or our Allies, without, our haying due No- 
tice. 

It deftroys aay Attempts to Naval Power in 
France, which can never be formidable at Sea* 
wfrilft Gibraltar remains in our Hands. It hin- 
ders 
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ders the Communication between their Porfi 
and Squadrons in the Ocean and the Mediter- 
ranean : It makes it impoffible for them to fup- 
ply their Southern Harbours with Naval Stores 
either for Building or Tepairtng of Fleets j of 
Which they were fb fenfible laft War, that, as 
foon as Sir George Roek had poffefled himfelf 
of it, they faw themfelves under a Neceflity to 
lay afide their ufual Caution, and dare him in o- 
pen Battle, and not meeting the Succefs they 
hoped for, the very fame Year, to the unfpeaka- 
ble Prejudice of their other Affairs, befieged it in 
Form, and loft a French and Spanijh Army be- 
fore it, and never afterwards appeared with a 
Fleet upon the Seas again during the whole 
War, but fuffered their great Ships to moulder 
and rot in their Harbours, for Want of. th? 
Means, to fit them out again. 

It will give us Reputation- and Figure in thoft 
Seas, which are always rewarded with Power 
and Riches. It will oblige all Nations who 
Trade in the Mediterranean, or have Empire 
there, to court our Friendfhrp, and keep Mea- 
sures with us* It will awe even the Courts of 
Rome and Conjiantinople, and make them afraid 
to difturb or provoke us. It will intimidate the 

Piratical 
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Piratical States, inrho, -when they fee Vengeance 
fo near at Hand, will not dare to difturb our 
Trade, whilft they are defhroymg that of aH 
ethers. Thefe Advantages are immenfe, and 
will give us all the Carriage Trade of the 
Urrmhttrii whofe Merchants muft make me of 
our Ships, when they find it not fefe to venture 
in any other. 

But we are told, the keeping it is a great 
Charge to us. Strange and furprizing Inftance 
of our new Frugality, and good Husbandry ! 
That we, who for Thirty Years together havp 
rioted in Millions, and 'till Heaven bleffed us 
with the prefent Miniftry, never minded what 
we gave, nor to whom -> we, who drain'd the 
Exchequer % and mortgaged the Nation, fliould 
now, from a Principle cf Saving, facrifice the 
fole Fruit of all our Expences to prevent a 
Charge, which is but equal to that of a few 
Ufelefs Penfions ! Thank Heaven, from Javilh- 
ing Millions, we are grown Thrifty in Pounds* 
Shillings and Pence. 

But how comes it to pafs *that this was not 
thought on Vcfore ? We have been at a pro- 
digious Expeiije in fupplying it with Garrifons, 
With IMUitary Storesj with Provifions, and in 

defending 
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deft^njJiHg it againft a vigorous Siege- : Afi 
which, might J>av$ Jbeen -fev^4a and without 
doubt very many Advantages, and a round 
Sum (befide» the >Coatoa£bo*s licking their own 
Fingers) might have been ftipulated for the Na- 
tion, if th^^aft fjiflt had be^a^iven^h^ it was 
to bej di^pofed -of, 

However, I . own good Husbandry never 
comes too late, and I hope will go a little 
further, and that we ihall contract the public 
Expences of all Kinds, cut off and retrench 
unneceffary Offices, Salaries and Pennons, pay 
off, or leffen the public Engagements, and ref- 
cue the People from the Oppreffions of their ri- 
gorous Debts and Payments, which have near 
exhaufted the "Vitals of the Nation, and without 
a fpeedy Remedy, will foon bring it into an in- 
curable Consumption. 

It is alledged that Pcrt-Mabon will anfwer all 
the Purpofes of Gibraltar^ and therefore there 
can be no Ufe in keeping them both. The con- 
trary to which ,muft be evident to any one who 
but looks into the Map, fqr the Ifland Minorca 
lies many hundred Miles further up towards the. 
Gulf of Lyons, and, in Truth, out of the Road 
of all Ships trading to Sicifo the Adriatic, the 

Levant^ 
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Levant j or Africa. It is fituated at fuefa a Dif- 
tance from France and Spain, that the greateft 
Fleets can efcape unobferved, unlefi we keep 
perpetually before their Ports to watch and pur- 
fiie them, which is exceeding dangerous-, if 
not impracticable in thofe Seas. We fhalt be 
out of the Way of all Intelligence, and, if we 
fhould by chance have it, in all likelihood fhal* 
be too late to take Advantage of it ; befides, I 
am told, there are but few Winds with which 
Ships can get in or out of Port-Mahon y and, 
when they are once there, the Paflage is fo nar- 
row, that a very fmall Squadron can keep the 
greateft from failing out. 

But I think nothing is plainer, than that it 
will be exceeding difficult, if not impoffible, to* 
keep the Ifland of Minorca without the PoffefE- 
on of Gibraltar, at leaft it will be more expen- , 
five to us than both are now ; efpecially if 
France and Spain fhould join again j which 
Event, I think, we ought to keep always in 
view, for then Gibraltar will be the only Re- 
fource we have to carry on any Trade in the 
Mediterranean, and to prevent the Union of the 
French and Spanijh Fleets with themfclves or each 
fithcr. 
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. All the Obje&ions (and many more) w)iifch I 
liavc before made, againft the Facility of a Com- 
munication of the different Ports of France and 
Spain with one another, will be ftronger againft 
us ; for they have others near to Gibraltar* 
where Fleets may lie fafe, and have a Chance 
to efcape' us, by catching at favourable Op- 
portunities, and the Advantage of Winds j 
whereas we muft run all Hazards, and truft to 
our Strength alone, without any Harbour tp 
retreat to, in cafe of Storms or other Acci- 
dents. 

What Means have we of fending Naval 
Stores and Recruits to our Garrifons, and of- 
ten Proviftons for- them, without a Port to 
protect us during a Thoufand Leagues Sail- 
ing ? Portugal will not be fuffered to receive 
or relieve us, and then we muft run the Gant-» 
let by- fingle Ships, with fcarce a Chance to 
efcape, or fend Convoys upon the fmalleft Oc- 
cafions, capable of fighting the united French 
and Spanijh Power ; which will be attended 
with fuch Difficulties as muft be allowed un- 
anfwerable Arguments in the Mouths of a cor- 
rupt Miniftry to fell that too, when a fair Chap- 
01 an appears. 

But 



But it is not only my own Opinion, byt 
that of much better Judges, that thefe Two 
important Potts might be kept with little 
Charge to England^ even without balancing 
the Advantages we receive by them : Me- 
thinks it fhould be' worth the Thoughts and 
Leifure of a Britijk Parliament to ask a few 
Queftions concerning them, ( viz. ) Upon 
what Foundation they ftand ? What becomes 
of their Revenues ? Whether applied to the 
Benefit of their Governors, or to the Pub- 
lic ? What Protection the People there meet 
with, and what Civil Government is $fta- 
bltthed amongft them, and how the Military 
interferes with it ? I doubt not but thefe Quef- 
tions will be anfwered to Satisfaction, and the 
Direflors of our Affairs, when the public Oc- 
cafions will give them Leave to open their 
"Schemes, have Proposals ready to lay before our 
Reprefentatives, which will make thofe Towns, 
and the Ifland belonging to one of them, as ufe- 
ful to the Public as they have been hitherto 
to their Governors, and fome others. I am 
perfuaded, if they were made free Ports, where 
all Nations might find Encouragement and Se- 
curity, they would foon grow fo Rich and Pow- 
erful, as, in a great Meafure to pay for their owfi 

Protection, 
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Protection. - - Gibraltar lies much more fortu- 
nately for Trade than Leghorn^ which Hands out 
|Of the Way, and in a Corner ; and yet, I am 
told, the fingle Advantage of a Free Port ren- 
ders that Town one of the grcateft Articles in 
the Grand Duke's Revenue. 

This is the Circumftance, thefe the Advan- 
tages of our keeping the Poffeffion of Gibraltar. 
Our Enemies* and our Allies too, know them* 
and, I doubty dread them ; and, I thank God, 
the Nation knows them, and that we could 
hafve had no tolerable Saccefs in the Jaft or 
prefent War without this Town; therefore I 
cannot fufped that fo wife and honeft a Miniftry 
7 will cake any fixch Step without the Advice of 
Parliament. 

We ought not tp be furprized if the Nations 
of Europe and Africa Ihould wifli it in Hands lefs 
Potent at Sea, and who would confequently en- 
joy it more hftrittlefly to its Neighbours : It muft 
be undoubtedly terrible to any People who would 
be our Rivals in Trade or Naval Power, or in- 
deed to any {State that afpfres to Empire, which 
can never be accomplished without Fleets as well 
as Armies. . 

But 
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But Cure we are not fallen into fuch Contempt 
with our Enemies, our Neighbours, or our Al- 
lies, nor can they have fo mean an Opinion of 
our Senfe and Discernment, and the Integrity of 
our Statefemen, as hut to hint fuch a Thing to 
to them. 

If we part with Gibraltar, to What Purpofe 
have we made War ? To what Purpofe bellowed 
great Sums, and gained great Victories ? Have 
we beat the Enemy, and forced, them to beg 
Peace, and yet muft bribe them to accept of it i 
Have we conquered, -and fhall they give Terms, 
and get Towns by lofing Battles ? Or, if we do 
not part with Gibraltar for the Sake of Peace, 
pray what Confideration are we to receive for the 
Sake of Gibraltar ? Sure we do not make Wa^ 
only for our Allies, and leave our Allies to 
make Peace for us ; and Peace and War are not 
both made at our Cofts and Charges. 

We have given no Jealoufy or Offence ia 
our Allies, in applying any Part of our Force 
to the Weft-Indies^ or in feizing and planting 
Countries there, as the French have done, but 
have a&ed a faithful, expenfive, and hazardous 
Part for our Allies ; and, while our Ships of 
War have been employed for them, our Mer- 
chant 
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chant Ships have fallen by Scores into the Hands 
of Pirates, for Want of fufficient Convoys, 
Our whole Guiney Trade has been loft this Year 
by that Means, there being, as I am told, not 
one Man of War to fpare, from the Service of 
the Confederates, .to defend it. Our Trade, in 
«yery other Branch of it, fuffers not a little 
from this Fidelity of ours to our Foreign Friends. 
I fay nothing of the prefent State of our Ma- 
nufactures, and of our Poor j it is too mournful 
and too manifeft. 

Has any Englijb Miniftry ever prefumed to 
propofe to the King, to deliver up the Dutcbies 
of Bremen and Verden in order to procure a 
Peace in the North, to fettle the fo much de- 
fued Balance of Power there, and to prevent 
the Charge to England of fending out annual 
Fleets at a very great Expence? And yet, it 
is faid, his Majeily, before the laft Treaty with 
Sweden y pretended no Title to jtbofe Countries, 
but a Mortgage from a Prince, who had no other 
himfelf than Conqueft. And dares any one 
propofe to a Brttijh King the delivering up, to 
a baffled and fubdued Enemy, the moft impor- 
tant Place in the World to the Trade and 
Naval Empire of England, the Key of the 
Mediterranean , the Terror of our Enemies^ 
jgid the beft Pledge of our nep Friendihips • 
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spd this too after we have an undoubted Title 
to it, to which thofe. Nations are Guarantees,, 
who have the greateft Intereft to wreft it- out of 
our Hands ? 

But to whom fhall this great and moil im- 
portant Coriceffiori he made ? ' Not to a pro- 
voked, vanquiftied; and inveterate Ehemjr, to 
enable hiin to revenge the Affronts he has re? 
ceived : It cannot be in Compliment to the Em- 
peror; for whom we are conquering Kingdoms 
and Provinces ; nor to the Dutch % who would 
not move to our Affiftance, but have lain ft ill 
taking Advantage of our Misfortunes, and en- 
joying the Fruits of "our Labour and Expences : 
Much lefs can we (uppofe it fhould be done in 
Favour of France. 

I confefs there are many Reafons why they 
fliouJd defire it j but they are unanfwerable 
Reafon? too why we fhould hear fuch a Pro- 
pofition with Horror. Every true Englijbman 
muft tremble at the growing Power of France^ 
to fee it, like the Phoenix, rife young, frefh, 
and vigorous, out of its own Aflies : 'Tis as 
terrible as amazing, to behold a defpotic Go- 
vernment in a few Months poffeflcd of the 
greateft Credit which ever appeared in the 
World, and to clear itfelf of an Hundred 
{> Millions 
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Millions of Debt, without paying one Penny ; 
and this done too,, not by an A£ of Power, 
but by the Confent and Applaufe of the whole 
Kingdom. New Fleets are building, ne^ 
Armies railing, new Countries planting, new 
Provinces conquering, whilft we have been 
loading the Public with new Debts, new Sa- 
laries, newPenfions, and no Method as yet pro- 
pofed (I will not (ay thought of) to cafe our 
Burthens. 

Sure thefe can't be Reafons to take fuch a 
Thorn out of the Foot of France, and to 
remove fuch an Obftacle to their Greatnefs ; : 
The enterprizing. Genius of that Nation is as 
well known, as it is formidable, to all its 
Neighbours, but in particular to us. I would 
ask, in cafe of a new Rupture, what Refburce- 
we have but in our Fleets, and, by the Help 
of Gibraltar y to make it impracticable for their.. 
Squadrons in the Ocean and Mediterranean to 
join? We know, by woeful Experience, what 
Help we arc to expeft from our Allies, when 
we have no more Millions to give. We arc 
not able to keep great ftanding Armies at home, 
nor is it confiftent with our Liberty to do fo » 
and therefore we ought to take every Meafure 
to increafe our Naval Strength, and to put new 
Bridles upon thofe who are, or may foon be, 
our Rivals. The 
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The Nation in the World whofc Power we 
Ifeve ifioft Reafon to guard againft, is that of 
France^ and yet I don't know by what Fatality 
it has often fo happened that we have been the 
unhappy Inftruments of promoting it. Oliver 
Cromwell gave the firft Rife to its Greatnefs at 
Land, and King Charles the Second at Sea : The 
late £>uee9 9 whofe Heart was intirely Ehglijb, 
by an ignominious Peace, reftored it, when it 
was jeduced to the loweft Extremity, and muft 
have fubmitted to any Conditions fhe had 
thought fit to impofe. But Aire it will never 
be faid that a Whig Miniftry, the Patrons 
of Liberty, the conftant and declared Ene- 
mies of thofe Proceedings, Ihould a£k fo far in 
Defiance of all their known Principles, as vo- 
luntarily, and un con drained, in the mid ft of our 
Vidtorics, to throw away any Part of that na- 
tional Security, which even the late Betrayers 
purcbafed at the Expence of their Country's 
. Honour (and I doubt was no otherwife to be 
had) and which are the only Rewards and Re- 
compence of a tedious, fuccefsful, and glorious 
War, carried on at an immenfe Expence of 
Blood and Treafure, of which we and our Pof- 
terity fliall long feel the fevere Effe&s. 



FINIS. 



